EDITORS’ PREFACE

Forum: “Modern Trends in Family Law”

In February of 2024, Rollie Thompson, K.C. presented the 27th Ivan C. Rand
Memorial Lecture at UNB Law. His lecture, Rules, discretion and reform in Canadian
Jfamily law, forms the centerpiece of this volume of the University of New Brunswick’s
Law Journal. Professor Thompson encourages us to rethink the balance between
“rules” and “discretion” while providing a valuable canvass of developments in
Canadian family law. Professor Thompson’s preference for rules is clear. He views
them as a mechanism to create rights, promote equality, and offer predictability in an
area of the law where an abundance of discretion can impede justice. We are extremely
grateful to Professor Thompson for sharing his extensive knowledge in this personal
and insightful lecture.

The tensions identified in our centerpiece are reflected in the other works in
this volume. The works keenly demonstrate the difficulties of achieving a legal system
which is both efficient and responsive to changing social dynamics. One article, which
examines common law relationships in Canada, considers how the framing of intimate
relationships impacts their legal status. Another discusses the concept of parental
alienation and the effectiveness of legal remedies to improve parent-child
relationships. The remaining articles focus on violence in family law. Whether through
the creation of a tort of family violence or the implementation of specialized courts for
sexual and domestic violence, the authors argue that family law must have the tools to
respond to violence.

In addition, this volume continues the tradition of printing student
submissions. We thank University of New Brunswick Faculty of Law graduates
Mitchell Spragg and Elianna Saikali for their contributions.

Each issue of the University of New Brunswick Law Journal is created
through the collaboration of many members of the Faculty of Law and beyond. We are
extremely grateful to our supporters in this endeavour: the University of New
Brunswick, its Faculty of Law, its professors and staff, the librarians of the Gérard V
La Forest Law Library, our contributors, our peer reviewers, our subscribers, the Law
Society of New Brunswick, and the New Brunswick Law Foundation. We also extend
our sincerest thanks and gratitude to our Associate Editors and volunteers. Without the
efforts of Julia Belanger, Caitlin Grogan, Mitchell Spragg, Jason Foster, Skye Kelly
and Reanna St. Croix, Volume 75 would not have come to fruition.

We sincerely hope that readers enjoy the contents of Volume 75 and consider
their own values on how justice is best achieved and what that justice looks like in
family law and beyond.

Maggie Washington & Chiara Nannucci
Editors in Chief, Volume 75



