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BOOK REVIEWS

ORDEAL BY SLANDER; by Dr. Owen Lattimore
Illantham Hooks, New York, 19'>0. PI*. 198. <'it plus tax

I'his book tells the thrilling story of I)r. lattimorc’s defence against the
slanderous charges made against him hy that most irresponsible 11 S. Senator,
Joseph McCarthy.

It is a tale of frustration and a story of the immense physical and organiza-
tional effort necessary to defend oneself against such a sensational charge and
one which is harder to combat for its having been made in the safety and immunity
of the Senate (‘.hamlter.

| kept wondering, as 1 read I)r. l.attimorc’s book, just how he could ever
gather together (he resources necessary for his defence. [|he battle raged in the
seeminglv limitless "confines” of the newspaper “arena” and in order to save
himself Dr. l.attimore must battle his accuser in the same arena—he must
hold press-conferences, hire staffs of research workers and lawyers—he must leave
his home in Manlaud and move to Washington to be closcr to the fight—in short
he and his wife must dedicate themselves completely for a period of six weeks
io answering the groundless charges of a neo-fascist Senator from Wisconsin.

Dr. l.attimore "pulls no punches" and ibis book is written with vigor to say
the least. As Mrs. l.attimore says they were “operating in a situation characterized
In insanity."

)i lattimore makes several worthwhile observations about the methods
and operation of the Senate sub committee. Foi m\ part | felt he was much too
lenient in his criticism of the procedure of the Senate Committee—its methods
brought to mind the incjuisition and the Star Chamber. | submit that far from
being a necessary part of the "checks and balances"” of the Constitution and
(sovernment of which Vmcricans are so proud—such a committee and its rules
are quite definitely "balanced" against the citizen appearing before it. As I read
the account of the Committees hearings | wished that the entire affaii could be
subjected to that forum where liberty means more than "checks and balance,”
namely, a coin | of law.

In CORDON FAIRW FA | HF.R,
Saint John, N. 1L

FAMOUS TRIALS NO. IlI; By James Il. Hodge
Penguin Hooks Ltd.. 19./0. PP. 25 Is. (id.

\s a continuation of the FAMOI'S TRIALS series, this book follows in the
nadition of the NOTABLK BRITISH TRIALS with the added quality of read-
ability for both the layman and the lawyer. The five trials here portrayed arc of
interest to the layman not only because of the prominence of the cases but also
lietausc ot the insight into the methods of the police and criminal courts in seeing
that In whom man's blood is shed, by man shall his blood be shed."

lot the lawyer there are special attractions. F.arli case differs greatly from
lIn* o:hcis and each has played an important part in the history of the law. The
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book provides an opportunity to view the methods of such eminent advocates as
Sir Charles Russell and Sir Norman Birkett and that famous pathologist Sir
Bernard Spilsburg who was as much at home in the court room as were the lead-
ing barristers of his day.

The author has made a successful attempt to probe the murderer’s psycho-
logy with an objectivity that can only be obtained with the passing years. He
has expressed a doubt as to guilt in some cases. The conclusion is almost inescap-
able that sometimes the hangman’ noose is placed around the wrong neck

It is not a book that will I>e read lightly and forgotten. The chronologies,
the personalities and above all the misgivings will remain in the reader’s mind.

by EDWARD O. FANJOY,
I, Law, U. N. B.
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