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Textbook of Criminal Law , Glanville Williams, London: 
Stevens 8c Sons, 1978. Pp. xi, 973. $42.40 (cloth), $27.50 (paperback).

T his text provides a refreshing innovation on the m ethod o f 
presenting the general concepts o f  criminal law. T h e  entire book is 
patterned  on the posed question, followed by an answer and fu rther 
questions. O ne can visualize a professor asking the first question to 
stimulate the m ind o f  the student and then an educational and 
inform ative dialogue developing.

T h e  form at o f the book is also unusual. T h e  questions are  in large 
black type. Basic answers are in standard face type while technical 
m atters are in a smaller print. This conveniently allows the novice to 
skip-read and the m ore inform ed to delve into the detailed explanations.

T h e  book deals both with the fundam entals, and some o f the 
idiosyncrasies, o f  the crim inal law. It can be used either by a person well 
versed in crim inal law as a re-approach o r by the beginner who would 
quickly learn some o f  the basic concepts.

T he  book is divided into six parts; these are:

(1) G eneral Considerations, which deals with the theory o f criminal 
law.

(2) T h e  Protection o f the Person, which deals with actual forms o f 
offences.

(3) Involvement in Crim e, which deals with the persons who 
perform  a crime, accessories, m ethods and conspiracies.

(4) Defences, which includes: ignorance,intoxication, provocation, 
en trapm en t and necessity.

(5) T h e  Protection o f  Property, which deals principally with 
d ifferen t concepts o f theft.

(6) Regulatory Offences, which includes strict liability and vicarious 
liability.

T he  six parts contain a total o f forty-four chapters which in tu rn  contain 
from  four to twenty-eight subtitles. Each page contains a heading which 
allows a ready reference to the index.

T h e  text is full o f  stim ulating questions designed to arouse the 
interest o f  the reader, such as, “Can a m an’s presence at the scene o f  a 
crim e ever am ount to an encouragem ent o f  the com m itm ent o f  a 
crim e?”, and “Can there never be an accessory w ithout a p erpetra to r?”. 
An illustration o f this latter question is, if a m an handles goods, 
believing them  to be stolen, w here in effect they are not, can the person 
who helps him be convicted as an accessory to the handling of or 
attem pting to handle stolen goods?
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T h e  discussion on "Prevention o f C rim e” is one o f particular 
interest, starting with the question, “Suppose a person tries to prevent a 
crim e, but in fact no crim e is being com m itted?”, and ending, “Suppose 
som eone tries to help a peace officer arrest som eone, and the arrest is 
unlawful, what is the liability?”

T h e  chapter on “Duress” contains a num ber o f  questions which are 
o f  a practical concern to a growing num ber o f people but are as yet 
unansw ered. T hese deal particularly with the threats o f  injury to oneself 
o r o thers by terrorists as a means o f requiring  a person to perform  a 
crim inal act and the subsequent liability o f the person. A nother 
debatable question involves the position o f the agent provocateur. What if 
a plain clothes officer com ing to know that some nefarious scheme is 
afoot, p retends to join in, in o rder to secure the conviction o f the o ther 
parties: is he guilty himself?

T h e  m ajor drawback o f the text, insofar as Canadians are 
concerned, is that many o f  these questions and answers are based upon 
statutes applicable prim arily to England. England does not have the 
constitutional problem  o f  the division o f jurisdiction over criminal law 
and related m atters between the Dominion Parliam ent and Provincial 
Legislatures. T h e  difficulty facing the reader o f the book is to 
d ifferentiate between the laws which are classified as criminal in England 
and those which are only quasi-criminal un d er Canadian law. 
Nonetheless, English statutes from the Piracy Act o f 1698, th rough to the 
S'-x Discrimination Act o f  1975, are incorporated into the text in such a 
way as to be o f  thought provoking interest to the reader, o f  whatever 
nationality.

N otw ithstanding this drawback, the principles are so well illustrated 
that a great deal o f benefit and useful inform ation can be obtained from 
a close reading. A lthough it is lengthy, the book is developed in such a 
way as to be readable not only as a text, but also as a presentation o f the 
developm ent o f  various philosophies o f crim inal law in relation both to 
the com m on law and to statute law.

T his book is written prim arily as an instructional text, but could be 
used with profit even by a beginner. It is, in sum, an interesting and 
useful work, one which has a place not only in the law office, but also as 
a ready reference in the home.
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