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C om parisons are odious and, m ore often than not, unenlightening. 
Is Lord D enning the greatest ju d g e  o f the day, as Lord Justice Scarman 
seems to think? O r does this honour belong to Lord Reid? Do his 
judgm ents display the breadth  o f vision and legal acum en o f an Atkin? 
Will his influence be lasting; o r will it be ephem eral? “Q uestions such 
as these are overly simplistic; if asked at all they are better left to a time 
when the obfuscating clouds o f controversy that have su rrounded  the 
man have lifted. W hat one can confidently say about Lord D enning 
is that he has been actuated th roughou t his judicial career by a desire 
to see that the law is brought into conform ity with the dem ands o f 
contem porary conditions. This goal, no m atter how strongly one 
may disagree with his perception o f the time and o f the dictates o f 
justice, deserves o u r com m endation.
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T his book is a bound edition o f Volume I o f the au thors’ 6-volume 
looseleaf service “C anadian Environm ental Law”.

T he scheme o f the 6-volume service is such that Volume I provides 
a written text describing and analyzing the subject m atter o f 
environm ental law. T h e  second part o f Volume I contains digests o f 
environm ental law cases.

Volumes II to VI o f the service contain the text o f various statutes 
and regulations dealing with environm ental matters. T hese m atters are 
sub-divided by jurisdiction.

T h e  6-volume service has been well received which is not surprising 
given the em inence o f  its authors and the utility o f a service which is 
updated  four times each year. Since its publication, eleven updates have 
been issued.



BOOK REVIEWS •  REVUE BIBLIOGRAPHIQUE 279

However, the task o f this reviewer is not to praise the 6-volume 
service but to assess the m erits o f  the one volume bound edition issued 
by the publishers.

T h e  bound environm ental law com m entary provides an overview o f 
the subject m atter o f  environm ental law. A fter introducing the reader to 
the natu re o f the environm ent and to the various definitions o f 
environm ental law, the volume goes on to describe Constitutional 
Constraints (C hapter 2), Civil Liability for Environm ental Damage 
(C hapter 3), Air and W ater Pollution C ontrol (C hapter 4), L itter and 
Solid Waste Disposal (C hapter 5), Noise C ontrol (C hapter 6), Controllers 
Pesticides and Contam inants (C hapter 7), Enforcem ent o f  Specific 
Offences Provisions (C hapter 8), and Environm ental Impact Assessment, 
Resource Allocation and Citing Controls (C hapter 9). T he  second part o f  
the volume contains digests o f cases related to the above subject m atters 
and these are curren t to July 1978.

As there is a dearth  o f Canadian material in this subject area, the 
publishers initiative in bringing out Volume I as a separate entity is 
com m endable.

T he  com m entary provides the reader with a useful overview o f the 
subject m atter in readable form. T he  book pretends to be no m ore than 
a com m entary; indeed it is a useful one. Perhaps less useful is the second 
part o f  the book which com prises a digest o f cases. It is less useful 
because the cases have been updated  only until July 1978. T h e  digest 
part o f  the volume seems inextricably interwoven with the natu re o f a 
service which will be updated . Because there is no possibility o f updating 
this one volume, the utility o f  the digest is dim inished. Perhaps a m ore 
useful addition to Volume I would have been the index which is 
com prised in the second part o f Volume VI o f the service.

If  the publishers produced this volume as an enticem ent to 
subscribe to the service it is a reasonably priced enticem ent. O ne 
suspects that, in addition, the publishers perceived that Volume I would 
be well received in its own right. T hey will not be disappointed.

SANDRA K. MCCALLUM*

*B. Jur., L.L.B. (Monash), LL.M. (U.B.C.). Ass«xiate Professor, Faculty o f Law. University of Victoria.


