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This volume is respectfully 
dedicated to the memory of: 

Dr. Colin B. Mackay
O.C., Q.C., B.A., D.C.L, D.ésL, D.Ed., LL.D.

Bom in Rothesay, N.B. in 1920, Colin B. Mackay graduated from UNB with a 
degree in history in 1942. He then joined the navy, commanding a landing craft on 
Juno Beach on D-Day. After the war, he obtained a law degree from the University 
of British Columbia and returned home to engage in the practice of law.

At the age of 33, he became the youngest university president ever in Canada. 
During his 16-year tenure at UNB, he presided over a period of unprecedented 
growth. In Fredericton, more than 22 new buildings were constructed, and the 
Faculty of Law was moved from Saint John to Fredericton’s Somerville House and 
eventually to Ludlow Hall.

After stepping down from UNB, Dr. Mackay became executive director of the 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada and worked with developing 
universities in Africa. An Officer of the Order of Canada, he received 13 honourary 
degrees from various universities in Canada and abroad. In 1978, he was named 
UNB’s first president emeritus.

Predeceased by his wife Mary, Dr. Mackay died Nov. 27, 2003 in Saint John at the 
age of 83. His estate bequeathed $3-million to create an endowment for the Gerard 
V. La Forest Library in the Faculty of Law. The annual income from the endowment 
will primarily fund the purchase of law books, periodicals, and other educational 
material.
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