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Jam es C o o k  w as born on th e  27th O ctober, 1728, in  the little  v illage  o f M arton, 
in th a t p art o f Y orkshire  know n as Cleveland. H is fath er w as then a farm  labourer 
and lived  in one of th e  m ud huts com m on in  th a t  neighbourhood. U p  to  the age of 
th irteen  Jam es, w ho w as one of a  fam ily  o f nine children, w as em ployed about the farm . 
M ary W a l k e r , the w ife  o f a  w ea lth y  yeom an o f M arton, seems to  have taken  the 
trouble to  teach  the child to  read, b u t la ter he w as sent to  school a t  G reat A yrto n , 
where he learn t w riting and arithm etic, and we are to ld  disp layed  “ a v e ry  early  genius 
for figures” .

In  Jan uary, 1745, youn g Jam es w as apprenticed to  a  Mr. S a n d e r s o n , who k ep t a 
com bined grocery and drapery shop in th e  fishing village  of Staithes. W e can visualize 
Mr. S a n d e r s o n ’s  apprentice em ployed upon his duties, rising early  from  his bed under 
the counter, sweeping and cleaning, layin g  o u t th e  goods —  his breakfast p robably  a 
hunch o f bread, a  lum p of fa t  bacon and a  m ug o f ale. T his despatched, all d a y  long 
he w ould fetch, carry, w ait, serve and listen  to  the instructions o f Mr. S a n d e r s o n . H e 
w ould also listen  w henever he could to  th e  ta lk  o f the sea-faring m en on the Staith es 
w harf, and hear m a n y things both  strange and w onderful. T o  m any B ritish  boys, 
when th e y  hear stories o f th e  sea, there comes to  them  a  longing so m igh ty  it  o ver
powers them , and a  ca ll n ot to  be resisted causes them  to  betake them selves to  some 
place where th ey, too, can  becom e sailors, for good or for evil.

A t  th e  tim e of w hich w e are w riting i t  w ould be m o stly  for evil, for in  those days 
a  seam an had conditions to  contend w ith  the like o f w hich are now  en tire ly  forgotten  ; 
there w as scu rvy, clum sy ships, w orm -eaten bottom s, foul w ater, rotten  salt jun k, w ee vily  
biscuits, often  rations were s h o r t ; there were Captains w ho could, and som etim es did, 
have the flesh lashed off a  seam an’s back ; there w as th e  enem y afloat and there w ere 
sharks ashore —  y e t  Jam es C o o k , fo rtu n ate ly  for his C oun try, answered the call o f the 
sea, and one n ight w hen all w as quiet, ran a w a y  to  th e  p ort o f W h itb y , some ten  m iles 
distant, arriving there in the early  m orning to  find w ork in fu ll sw ing abou t the harbour 
and quayside.

W h itb y  then w as a bu sy  and im p ortan t place, i t  had a  population o f n early  ten  
th o u sa n d ; m an y ships w ere bu ilt there and em ployed p rin cipally  in the coal trade 
around the coast, and in  tradin g to  the B a ltic  and elsewhere.

Y o u n g  C o o k  b o ld ly  w en t on board th e  collier brig  Freelove, bound for London and 
then read y  for sea, being tak en  on as ship ’s boy. H e m ust have given  satisfaction  for 
the M ate interested him self in  him  and go t him  bound apprentice to  the owners o f the 
ship, tw o Q uaker m erchants, brothers, nam ed John and H en ry  W a l k e r .

B etw een the years 1746 and 1755 C o o k  sailed in variou s vessels, m o stly  em ployed 
in  the E a st Coast coal trade —  w hich has been the nursery o f m an y fine seam en. Ships 
in  w hich he is know n to  have served were Three Brothers o f s ix  hundred tons, w hich 
vo yaged  further afield to  L iverpool, D ublin, D eptford  and N o r w a y ; also the Friendship, 
o f w hich vessel he w as appointed M ate in  1752, and rem ained in th a t  ca p a city  u n til 
M ay, 1755, w hen w ar w ith  F ran ce being im m inent he resolved to  join  the R o y a l N a v y ;  
to  use his ow n words “ havin g a  m ind to  t r y  m y  fortune th a t  w a y ” . C o o k  w as then  
tw en ty-seven  years o f age, and he m ade his w a y  to  W ap p in g where he w as entered as 
an A ble  Seam an on board H .M .S. Eagle, s ix ty  guns, C ap tain  John H a m e r .

F rom  the tim e o f his joining the K in g ’s service  u n til M ay, 1759 is a  blank space 
in our h istory o f C o o k ’s  life. Eagle form ed p art o f th e  flee t in  A m erican  w aters, and 
under the com m and o f C aptain  (afterw ards Sir H ugh) P a l l i s e r , to o k  a fu ll share in 
th e  numerous actions o f th e  tim e. T he French w ere h e av ily  defeated  in  the W est 
Indies, and in 1758 P a l l i s e r  w as a t th e  tak in g of L ou isbu rg and in  the reduction o f 
the Island of Cape B reton. T h e islands o f G uadaloupe, D esirada and M arie G alante were 
also taken  before Eagle returned to  E n glan d  in 1759.



W h at share C o o k  had in these actions is not known, but it  seem s certain  th a t he 
m ust have received some prom otion from  the forecastle to  the quarterdeck, for w ith  his 
know ledge of p ractical n avigation  and previous experience as an Officer, he w ould no 
doubt have been to ld  off to  assist th e  M aster, probably  to  a ct as a M aster’s M ate.

A  word o f explanation  regarding a  M aster in the R o y a l N a v y  in  C o o k ’s tim e w ill 
be of interest. T he post o f M aster w as th e  survival o f the sixteen th  and seven teenth  
cen tu ry  practice o f appointing as C aptain  o f a  war-ship, a  soldier w ho had no know ledge 
o f navigation, b u t w as to  com m and the ship and the fighting. T he duties o f th e  M aster, 
as la id  down in  the S ailor’s “ V ade M ecum ” were b rie fly  “ T o n aviga te  th e  ship under 
the directions o f her superior officer, to  see th a t the log-book w as kep t, to  in spect a ll 
stores and provisions, to  stow  th e  hold, trim  the ship, tak e  care o f th e  ballast, to  
observe coasts, shoals and rocks, and to  sign vouchers and accoun ts” . H is scale o f p a y  
varied  from  ¿4 a  m onth on board a  S ix th  R a te  to £9 a  m onth in  th e  F irs t  R a te .

O n Eagle’s return, C aptain  P a l l i s e r  stron gly  recom m ended C o o k , and he w as raised 
to  the rank o f M aster, being appointed to  H.M .S. Mercury, w hich vessel jo ined the 
F lee t under the com m and o f Sir Charles S a u n d e r s , w ho in  conjunction  w ith  th e  land 
forces under G eneral W o l f e , w as engaged in  the siege of Quebec. A  su rv e y  o f S t.L a w 
rence R iv er w as in progress, and C o o k  w as detailed to  assist, and so w ell did he carry  
o u t this w ork th a t he w as chosen to  perform  a m ost difficult and dangerous service.

In  order to  enable th e  A dm iral to  place ships against th e  en em y’s b atteries and to  
cover our A rm y  in  a  general a tta ck  w hich W o l f e  intended to  m ake, it  w as necessary 
for soundings to  be tak en  betw een O rleans Island and the north shore, d irectly  in fron t 
o f the stron gly  fortified  cam p a t M ontm orency and B eauport. A s th is stretch  o f river 
w as co n stan tly  under fire the operation had to  be carried o ut during th e  n ight, and for 
several nights C o o k  and his sounding p a rty  w orked through the hours o f  darkness, being 
a t  len gth  discovered b y  the enem y w ho alm ost succeeded in capturing t h e m ; b u t w ith  
th e  precious soundings record in his possession, C o o k  and his men leaped ashore on to  
Orleans Island, havin g to  abandon th eir b o at to  the F rench —  a sm all m atter, as the 
A dm iral w as furnished w ith  sufficient inform ation of the Channel to  enable  th e  B ritish  
ships to  manoeuvre in sa fe ty  from  grounding.

A t  the a tta ck  on M ontm orency, C o o k  w as entrusted w ith  the p ilotin g  o f  th e  boats, 
and he also conducted th e  em barkation  to  the H eights of A braham . Such w ere the 
services which C o o k  perform ed w ith in  a  few  m onths o f his appointm ent as M aster, and 
it  seems certain  th a t such im p ortan t w ork would not have been entru sted  to  a m a n  
unless he possessed special ap titude for it.

A fte r the capture o f Quebec, C o o k  w as transferred to  H .M .S. Northumberland, th e  
flagship o f L ord  C o l v i l l e , and here follow ed his first n otable piece o f in depen dent w ork, 
a  detailed  charting of the R iv er and G ulf o f St. Law rence. H e la id  num erous buoys, 
and upon the publication  o f the chart his reputation  as a skilful m arine su rveyo r w as m ade.

In  the autum n o f 1762, Northumberland returned to  E ngland, and on D ecem ber 2 1st 
o f th a t year, C o o k  m arried E liza b eth  B a t t s , a t B arking, E ssex. T h eir hom e life  to ge 
ther cannot have lasted  m ore than  about four years in  all, b u t the m arriage is said to  
have been a v e ry  h ap p y one. T h e house in w hich th e y  lived  has since been identified  
as N ° 88 Mile E n d R oad, London, E ., w hich now bears a  tab le t recording the fact. 
D uring his la ter w anderings all over th e  world, Mrs. C o o k  m ust often  h ave  been years 
w ith ou t news o f her husband, such w as the life  o f a sailor’s w ife  in those d ays.

F o u r m onths a fter his m arriage, C o o k ’s services w ere applied for b y  C ap tain  G r a v e s  
w ho had obtained a  gran t for the su rve y  of N ew foundland, and in A p ril, 1763, C o o k  

w en t o u t and surveyed the islands of St. Pierre and M iquelon, afterw ards return in g to  
E n gland. His old captain, now  Sir H ugh P a l l i s e r ,  havin g becom e G overnor of N ew 
foundland and L abrador, arranged for C o o k  to  be appointed as M arine Su rveyo r o f 
those shores, and the Glanville, a  schooner, w as placed under his com m and, and in 
A p ril 1764, he' sailed for his station. E v e ry  A utum n  he returned to  E n gland, and e v e ry  
Spring he w en t out a g a in ; th is is proved b y  the dates o f his ch ildren ’s births. T he 
su rve y  lasted until the year 1767, and during these four years he carried o ut a great 
am ount o f surveying, his charts o f N ew foundland and L abrador not being w h o lly  super
seded till a  co m p aratively  recent period. M any o f the m arks w hich he erected for 
surveyin g purposes are still v isib le  and recall the m em ory o f their author. C o o k  also 
began to  m ake his reputation  as an astronom er and m athem atician, b y  o bservin g an 
eclipse o f the sun, his results being com m unicated to  the R o ya l S o cie ty  in a  paper 
e n titled  “ A n  observation  of an E clip se o f the sun a t the Island o f N ew foundland, 
5th  A ugu st, 1766, w ith  the L on gitud e of the Place of O bservation  deduced from  i t ” .



T he nam e o f Jam es C o o k  w as now  favo u ra b ly  know n in tw o im portant quarters
—  a t the A d m ira lty  and b y  th e  R o y a l S o ciety  —  and it  w as due to  this conjunction 
of C o o k ’s  own talen ts  and to  circum stances, th a t the decisive step  w as tak en  w hich 
m ade him th e  greatest o f N a u tica l Explorers.

In  the autum n o f 1767 C o o k  returned home, his w ork on the northeast coast of 
A m erica com pleted, and thus the second chapter o f his life  m a y  be said to have closed. 
H e w as now  th irty-n ine years o f age, b u t the best p art of his life  w as before him , all 
its  honour, its highest interests, its greatest rewards. T he m an w as now  ready, his 
chance cam e to  him  and he proved him self equal to  his fortune.

T he R o y a l So ciety , discovering th a t a  tran sit o f V enus over the Sun ’s disc w ould 
occur on June 3rd, 1769, and th a t this even t w ould be best observed from  a  position 
in the central South P acific  O cean, drew  up a  m em orial to  K in g  George th e  T hird, 
praying th a t  an expedition  m igh t be sen t out, as th e  occasion w as im portant for both 
A stronom y and N avigation . T he Crown agreed to  provide th e  expenses and the A d m i
ra lty  a ship. Mr. A lexan d er D a l r y m p l e , a  w ell-known student and w riter on G eogra
phy, and Fellow  of th e  Society , w as proposed to  tak e  charge o f the scientific work, and 
consented to  go, b u t finding th a t he w ould not also be in com m and o f th e  s h ip ,' he 
refused the appointm ent. T he A d m ira lty  then cast abou t for an Officer w ho could not 
o n ly  com m and the ship, b u t also conduct the scientific purposes o f the expedition. 
Their choice fell upon Jam es C o o k , M aster in  the R o y a l N a v y , then  home and available. 
Mr. S t e p h e n s , Secretary  to  th e  A dm iralty, recom m ended him, and he w as prom oted to  
the ran k of L ieu ten an t and appointed to  com m and the expedition.

T he choice o f a  suitable ship being le ft in C o o k ’s hands it  is n ot surprising to  learn 
th a t it  w as a collier, b u ilt b y  his old friends of W h itb y . T he Endeavour, a  cat-built 
barque o f 368 tons, had round bluff bow s and a deep w ide w aist, tapering tow ards the 
stern ; she w as four years old and from  her roominess and excellen t qualities as a  sea- 
boat, p articu larly  w ell fitted  for the w ork o f exploration  w hich w as to  the carried o ut 
in  addition to  th e  observation  o f th e  transit. H er build  and draught also perm itted her 
to  tak e  the ground or be la id  on shore w ith  m ore safe ty  than  other vessels o f equal 
size. She w as sen t to  D ep tford  D o ck yard  for fittin g  out, and C o o k  had the copper 
sheathing replaced b y  w ood, as repair to  copper w as m ore difficult. T he vo y a g e  w as 
expected to  o ccu p y  tw o  years and she w as v ictu alled  for eighteen  m onths, and to o k  on 
board ten  carriage guns and tw elve  sw ivel guns, w ith  good store o f am m unition and 
other necessaries.

T he com plem ent o f Officers and m en of H .M .S. Endeavour to ta lled  e igh ty-five  and 
consisted o f L ieu ten an t C o o k  in  com m and, tw o L ieutenants, a M aster and tw o M ates, 
three M idshipm en, Surgeon and M ate, Gunner, C lerk and Stew ard, C arpenter and M ate, 
A rm ourer, B oatsw ain  and tw o  M ates, Sailm aker, C o o k , tw o Q uarterm asters, forty-one 
A ble  Seam en, tw e lve  M arines and nine Servants.

A  party of Scientists also accompanied this expedition, and accomplished very much 
for the benefit of Natural History during the voyage. They consisted of Charles G r e e n , 
one of the Assistants at Greenwich Observatory, Joseph B a n k s , F.R.S., a young gentle
man of large fortune, who, a Botanist of great accomplishment, was assisted b y  Dr. 
So la n d er  from the British Museum, and a retinue of Naturalists and Artists.

A lth ough th e  observation  o f the tran sit w as g iven  o u t to  be  th e  purpose o f the 
voyage, y e t  it  w as b y  no m eans th e  o n ly  one, and in th e  end proved re la tiv e ly  of little  
im portance. T o  quote from  C o o k ’s  instructions “A n d  w hereas there is reason to  im agine 
th a t a continent, or land  o f great e xten t, m a y  be found to  the southw ard o f th e  tra c t 
la te ly  m ade b y  C aptain  W a l l i s  in  H is M a jesty ’s ship D olphin  or o f the tra c t o f an y  
form er n avigators in pursuits o f the like  k in d ; y o u  are therefore required and directed 
to  put to  sea w ith  the bark  yo u  com m and, so soon as the observation  of the tran sit 
of the p lan et V enus shall be finished, and observe the follow ing in stru ctio n s.”  H e w as 
to  proceed to  the southw ard in order to  discover th e  con tin en t as far as latitu d e  40° S., 
unless it  w as sooner m et w ith . A s great an ex te n t o f the coast as possible w as to  be 
explored and its peculiarities n o te d ; together w ith  th e  nature of the soil and all its 
products, o f w hich, w here possible, specim ens were to  be brought back. T he people m et 
w ith  were also to  be carefu lly  exam ined, th eir friendship and alliance cu ltivated , and 
trade opened. Furtherm ore, C o o k  w as to  tak e  possession of convenient situations, or 
if  the land w as uninhabited, to  annex it  in due form . B u t if  neither the continent nor 
indications o f it  w ere encountered, he w as to  sail w estw ard betw een the la titu d e of 
350 S. and 40° S. till  he fell in  w ith  the eastern side of T asm an ’s N ew  Zealand. T his 
he w as to  explore as far as circum stances adm itted , and return  home either round the 
Cape o f Good H ope or the H orn as he ju d ged  best.





T he real m ain o b ject w as the d iscovery o f a Southern Con tinent and from  th is end 
there w as to  be no d iv e rsio n ; y e t  the situation o f new  discovered islands w as to  be 
carefu lly  fixed, and surveys m ade and possession taken  of a n y  w hich appeared im portan t. 
Em ergencies w ere le ft  to  C o o k  in consultation w ith  his Officers. O n return, a ll logbooks 
and journals k ep t b y  officers w ere to  be surrendered ; nor, un til official perm ission had 
been granted, w ere a n y  o f the crew  to  divulge where th e y  had been.

Previous vo yages o f exploration  to  the South P acific  had m o stly  been  in an a ttem p t 
to  find “T erra  A u stralis  In co gn ita” , the great southern continent w hich w as supposed b y  
m any learned m en to  exist. B y  this tim e m uch of the w orld had been charted  in 
som ething approaching its presen t-day appearance. T he outlines of Europe, A sia , A frica  
and A m erica w ere ap p ro xim ately  k n o w n ; seam en had sailed m ost o f th e  oceans o f the 
world, and o n ly  the South rem ained to  be discovered. In  the absence o f know n facts  
the ten d en cy  is to  reason b y  analogy. W h at could e x ist in  th a t fab led  South b u t 
another, the last great Continent ? Sym m etry  dem anded i t ; the earth  could n ot p ossib ly 
balance w ith ou t it  —  for in the absence of this trem endous m ass o f land  w hat, reasoned 
M ercator, and others a fter him, w as there to  preven t the w orld from  topp lin g o ver to  
destruction am idst the stars ? I t  w as held b y  some th a t “ T erra A u stra lis  In co g n ita ”  
stretched from  som ewhere in the Indian O cean to  South A m erica, and from  th e  E a st 
Indies to  the South  Pole. T o  some geographers the p ro b ab ility  w as th a t  this continent 
adhered to  the southern coast o f N ew  Guinea, w hilst others drew  a stra it b etw een  the 
tw o countries.

It would perhaps be as well here to briefly mention previous discoverers of Australia
—  In 1606, T o rre s, a Spaniard, sailed through the strait which now bears his n am e; 
whilst between 1618 and 1627 Dutchmen explored the north, south and west coasts. 
Tasman in 1642 discovered Tasmania and New Zealand. In 1655 what is now known 
as Western Australia was named “New Holland” b y  the Dutch. William Dampier, in 
1687 and again in 1699 partially explored the west and north-western coasts when in 
search of gold, Subsequent voyagers added little to the knowledge of the continent, but 
discovered some of the island groups in the South Pacific. Thus when C o o k  sailed on 
his first voyage in H.M.S. Endeavour, his chart would have shown only the western, and 
part of the southern and northern coasts of A u stralia; part of Tasmania, and just the 
small angle of New Zealand skirted b y  Tasman.

In reading the accounts o f C o o k ’s  three vo yages one is struck b y  the grea t diffe
rence in literary  sty le  betw een them . C o o k ’s ow n journals were w ritten  w ith  a seam an’s 
straightforw ard directness and sim plicity, for as he m entions in th e  in troduction  to  the 
journal of his second vo y a g e  —  “ the public m ust n ot exp ect from  m e th e  elegance o f 
a fine w riter or th e  p lau sib ility  o f a professed bookm aker b u t will, I hope, consider me 
as a plain  m an, zealou sly exertin g him self in the service of his coun try, and determ ined 
to  give the best account he is able o f his proceedings.”

T he official n arrative  of th e  first voyage, produced b y  Dr. H a w k e s w o r t h , is a 
clum sy com pilation from  C o o k ’s journals, and is extrem ely  volum inous. I t  is so deco
rated  w ith  rem arks and sentim ents, m ostly  classical, th a t the reader feels qu ite  b ew il
dered a t such w riting from  a seam an, until the explan ation  is realized. T he editor of 
the second vo yage, Dr. D o u g l a s , B ishop of Salisbury, on the other hand, g ives C o o k ’s 

own words w ith ou t alteration, and in this account we, as it  were, find th e  m an him self 
and hear his voice. W hen one reads this n arrative  it  is hard to  understand how  D r. 
H a w k e s w o r t h  can have been allow ed to  a ttem pt an im provem ent on C o o k ’s own style . 
T he account of the th ird  vo yage, from  w hich C o o k  never returned, w as also edited  b y  
Dr. D o u g l a s , bu t in the first p art w ritten  b y  C o o k  the Bishop has incorporated des
criptions and observation s from  the journal o f Mr. A n d e r s o n , so th a t th e  directness and 
sim p licity  o f C o o k ’s ow n n arrative  of the second vo y a g e  are m issing. T h e la tte r p art 
follow ing C o o k ’s death, w as w ritten  b y  Captain  K i n g .

M erely to  m ention a list o f places visited  and results achieved m akes dull r e a d in g ; 
bu t C o o k ’s vo yages were so extensive th a t we are com pelled to  confine ourselves to  th e  
barest sum m ary, and can o n ly  touch  upon a few  o f the interesting incidents w hich occurred.

T he R o y a l S o cie ty  provided the instrum ents needed for their observations, b u t it  is 
surprising to  find th a t  although in 1765, John H a r r i s o n  had been aw arded £10,000 
on the successful tria l o f his chronom eter, no chronom eter w as supplied b y  the 
A d m ira lty  to  Endeavour, and it  w as the task of C o o k  and his officers to  fix th eir posi
tion b y  m eans of lunars —  a laborious m ethod and one in w hich a reasonable degree 
of accu racy w as o n ly  possible to  an expert.

H .M .S. Endeavour sailed from  London on the 30th Ju ly , 1768, and fin a lly  from  
P lym outh  on A u gu st 26th. Calls were m ade a t M adeira and R io  de Janeiro, a t  which



port there was difficulty with the Viceroy, who accused the crew of smuggling and when 
told of the purpose of the voyage imagined that the transit of Venus was the “North 
Star passing through the South Pole” . Cook  stayed on board ship and employed his 
leisure in drawing a plan of the harbour. On December 7th the voyage was resumed, 
and on the 14th January, 1769, Cook  entered the Strait of Le Maire, anchoring in the 
B a y  of Good Success, on the south-east corner of Tierra del Fuego, on the 15th. Here 
B a n k s, So la n d e r , G reen  and others went on shore for botanical specimens, but were 
overtaken b y  a heavy snow-storm, in which two servants were frozen to death and 
Solan d er  was with difficulty kept from a fatal sleep. Y et next day the vegetation  
was a delight, celery and scurvy grass were collected in great quantities, and the ship 
being completed with water and wood sailed to the south-west round Cape Horn.

T he first w eeks in the P acific  were uneventful, several islands w ere sighted, and on 
the 13th  A pril, Endeavour anchored in  M atavai B a y , T ah iti. A n  o b serva to ry  w as erected 
a t “ P o in t V en u s” , and a  fo rt built. T h e  n atives, though friendly enough, were “prodi
gious e x p e rt”  a t  th ievin g. T h e y  even  stole th e  astronom ical quadrant, and it  was only 
regained, fo rtu n ately  uninjured, a fter a  long chase into  the interior o f the island. On 
June 3rd, the tran sit o f V enus w as successfu lly  observed, and Cook  then  sailed round 
the island and charted the coast in detail, afterw ards spending some m onths exploring 
th e  oth er islands o f th e  group o f w hich T a h iti is one, giving them  the nam e of the 
S o cie ty  Islands.

T h e task  w hich now  la y  before him  w as to  find either the great southern continent 
or th e  eastern coast o f N ew  Zealand. H e sailed south u n til la titu d e  40°22’ w as reached, 
b u t there w as no sign o f land, and th e  h e a v y  southerly  swell w as all against the chances 
o f fallin g in w ith  land in an yth in g near his present latitude. H e sailed to  the w estward 
and on O ctober 7th  th e  N orth  Island o f N ew  Zealand w as sighted b y  a  boy, Nicholas 
Y o u n g , the point seen being nam ed b y  Co o k, “ Y o u n g  N ick ’s H e a d ” .

From  this d ate  u n til th e  end o f M arch, 1770, Endeavour rem ained on the coasts of 
N ew  Zealand, the islands being circum n avigated, surveyed and charted, particular m ention 
being m ade of Cook Stra it, th e  channel separating the N orth  and South Islands. The 
n ative  Maoris w ere found to  be gen erally  w arlike and unfriendly, in con trast to  the 
S o cie ty  Islanders, b u t like  them , also addicted  to  purloining an yth in g th e y  fancied, 
including on one occasion Co o k ’s sheets, w hich being w ashed, w ere trailin g overboard 
th e  stern.

A  com plete running su rvey  w as m ade o f th e  Islands o f N ew  Zealand, and in less 
than  six  m onths, 2,400 m iles of coast w as charted, in  spite o f adverse and squally 
w eather, w hich several tim es b lew  the ship o u t o f sight o f land and sp lit several sails.

H is w ork on these coasts com pleted and N ew  Zealand now  num bered am ong the possessions 
o f H is B ritann ic M ajesty, there la y  before Cook  the choice of rou te b y  w hich he should 
return  home, w hich it  w ill be rem em bered in  his instructions w as le ft  to  his discretion.. 
A  council of Officers w as held as to  th e  routes b y  w a y  of th e  Cape o f G ood Hope, 
Cape H orn, d irect to  the E a st Indies, or to  sail w est for further discoveries. I t  was 
unanim ously decided to  tak e  the la tte r course, little  know ing of the perils from  the 
G reat Barrier R e ef w hich la y  in  store for them .

O n M arch 3 1st, 1770, Cook  sailed from  Cape Farew ell and steered to  the w estward, 
and on A pril 19th the E a st Coast o f N ew  H olland (Australia) w as sighted, b u t it  was 
n ot until the 28th th a t a suitable anchorage could be found in B o ta n y  B a y  (near Sydney), 
th e  nam e being given  b y  Cook, on account of the great v a r ie ty  o f strange p lants found 
there b y  the scientists.

T h e n atives were found to  be of an even  low er ty p e  than  th e  M aoris, and appeared 
q uite  unconcerned a t the a d ven t of th e  discoverers. Co o k, in his journals, a lw ays gave 
long accounts o f all n atives m et w ith, describing their m anners and custom s, a ll illus
tra ted  b y  excellen t draw ings, b u t in  these notes it  is h ard ly  possible to  m ention the 
in habitan ts w hich were encountered.

Sailing on the northw ard up th e  coast C ook explored and exam ined it  for upw ards 
o f tw o thousand m iles, nam ing m a n y  bays, headlands and is la n d s ., On a virgin  coast, 
in w aters u tte r ly  unknown, the little  Endeavour found herself entangled  am ong the 
islands, shoals and sharp coral fangs of th e  G reat B arrier R eef. F o r d ays a t a  tim e 
Officers were stationed a t the m asthead conning the ship, gazing an xio u sly  ahead for 
swirls in the w ater, or the greenish tin ge  betokening shallow  patches.

N otw ithstandin g a ll precautions, how ever, Endeavour struck a  coral reef on June 10th. 
U n fo rtu n ately  it  w as high w ater, and she rem ained im m ovable. Cook  w rites : “ I t  w as 
an alarm ing and terrib le  circum stance and threatened im m ediate d estru ctio n .”  E ven  if



the ship were got off w ith  a large leak, she m ight sink a t once, the boats w ould  n ot 
tak e  all hands, and th e  land six  or seven leagues a w a y  held nothing o f prom ise.

E veryo n e  w orked desperately, ballast, guns, old stores and everyth in g  th a t could be 
spared w as flung overboard, yards and topm asts were struck, and a t  the second high 
w ater a fter going aground the ship w as hove off into deep w ater b y  her bow er anchors 
carried o u t astern. N ow  the pum ps could n ot gain  on the leak and the ship ’s co m p an y 
was exhausted. “ F o th erin g”  w as decided upon, th a t is to  lower o ver the bow s a  sail, 
on w hich oakum  and wool w as sewn, covered w ith  “ the dung o f our sheep and other 
filth ” , and haul it  along the bottom  of the ship, so th a t th is m ixture w ould be sucked 
into  the leak  and close it. T h e  operation w as so successful th a t Endeavour w as soon 
pum ped d ry  and stood in  for the land, where a sm all river w as found, “ E n d eavo u r 
R iv e r” , and here she w as beached and such repairs as were possible were m ade.

T he s ta y  ashore grea tly  im proved the health  o f the men, and on A u gu st 6th, C o o k  

sailed north again along the coast. I t  is im possible here to  m ention the m an y th rillin g 
adventures w hich Endeavour passed through a t this stage of her vo yage, she w as m an y 
m ore tim es in danger on the G reat Barrier R eef, bu t the C ap ta in ’s sure ju dgm en t and 
sound seam anship carried her through in  safety.

C o o k  w as now  approaching the latitu d e  of the Southern C oast o f N ew  Guinea, 
and w as searching for a possible stra it betw een th a t island and N ew  H olland. On 
A u gu st 21st the land began to  look v e ry  narrow , and a t noon the opening o f a  passage 
to  the w estw ard in to  the In dian  O cean was seen.

C o o k  and a  p a rty  landed upon a sm all island a t the south-east end of th e  passage, 
and “ A s I w as now  about to  q u it the eastern coast o f N ew  H olland, w hich I had 
coasted from  latitu d e 38° to  this place, and w hich I am  confident no E uropean  had 
ever seen before, I once m ore hoisted E nglish  colours, and though I had a lrea d y  tak en  
possession o f several particular parts, I now  took possession of th e  whole eastern  coast 
from  latitu d e  38° to  this place, la titu d e  10 ^  S., in right o f his M a jesty  K in g  George 
the T hird, b y  the nam e of N ew  South W a les .”  (So nam ed after a supposed resem blance 
to  th e  coast of Glam organshire). C o o k  nam ed the island “ Possession Is la n d ” , and the 
passage “ E n deavour S tra it” , w hich is actu ally  an opening south of T orres S tra it. H e 
sailed through, and on A u gu st 29th, 1770, N ew  G uinea w as sighted, thus provin g beyond 
all doubt th a t N ew  H olland and N ew  Guinea were separated.

Calls were m ade a t the islands of T im or and Savu , and on O ctober 10th th e y  
arrived a t B a ta v ia , where th e  D u tch  helped w ith  their badly-needed refit. C o o k  w rites : 
“ W h at anxieties w e had escaped in our ignorance th a t a  large portion  o f the keel had 
been dim inished to  th e  thickness of the under leather o f a shoe ! ” .

O n D ecem ber 20th, Endeavour sailed on her long passage home. D y se n tery  co n tract
ed a t  B a ta v ia  w as p revalen t and scu rv y  appeared for the first tim e during the vo ya ge . 
T h irty  m en died on the passage across the Indian Ocean, m aking a to ta l o f th irty-seven  
for the entire vo yage. On M arch 6th, 1771, the land near Cape N ata l w as sighted, and 
on the 15th  th e y  arrived a t the Cape of Good Hope. A fte r refittin g and recuperatin g 
his invalids, C o o k  sailed for E ngland. On June 10th the L izard  w as sighted —  again  
b y  the b o y  N icholas Y o u n g  —  and tw o  days later the gallan t Endeavour passed the 
w hite cliffs of D over and cam e to  anchor in the Dow ns.

F or the first few  m onths a fter his arrival home C o o k  w as hard a t w ork turning 
o ver to  the A d m ira lty  his v a s t  collection of journals, notes, sailing directions, charts and 
observations, com piled during the voyage. H e had given  to  his co u n try  A u stra lia  and 
N ew  Zealand —  nothing less —  b u t the suprem e im portance of these discoveries and 
possessions was never properly  appreciated during his lifetim e. H e w as rew arded for 
this em inent service b y  prom otion to  the ran k o f Com m ander. M eanwhile the con tro
v e rsy  about the great southern continent had broken o u t afresh, as C o o k ’s recent disco
veries had not disproved its  existence. C o o k  had n ot found it because he had n ot 
searched for it, so said those, and th e y  were m any, w ho believed in “ T erra  A u stralis  
In co gn ita” , th a t “ E l dorado” , w hich m ight contain riches greater even  than  those of the 
Spanish A m erican Colonies. W h at a prize for the nation  who should find it !

I t  w as largely  due to  th e  E arl o f  S a n d w i c h , F irst Lord of the A d m ira lty, th a t it 
w as decided to  despatch an expedition  to  settle  the controversy, and in cid en tally  to 
discover and annex a n y  other lands or islands for the B ritish  Crown.

C o o k  w as nom inated to  com m and the expedition, and as the hazards o f th e  G reat 
B arrier R e ef had convinced him  of the desirability  of a  consort, it  w as decided to  send 
tw o  ships, again W h itb y-b u ilt m erchant v e s s e ls : Resolution o f 462 tons and Adventure 
o f 336 tons. Com m ander T obias F u r n e a u x  w as appointed to  Adventure and m a n y of 
C o o k ’ s old officers and m en volunteered for the new  expedition, 193 m en in  all. P ro 



fiting b v  the experience of the form er vovage, C o o k  to o k  e ve ry  possible form  of a n ti
scorbutics. T his seem s to  be th e  first occasion in the h istory of n autical discovery in 
which careful preparations were m ade for com bating scurvy, w hich dreadful disease 
regularly  carried off a considerable proportion o f the crews em barked for long voyages.

C o o k ’s orders w ere long and com plicated —  briefly, he w as to  sail South in search 
of B o u v e t ’s “ Cape Circum cision” , supposed to  be some 1,200 m iles south o f the Cape 
of Good H ope. I f  found he w as to  survey it  and explore it, if  n ot found he w as to 
stand to  the southw ard as far as practicable  then  steer east and circum navigate the 
W orld, keeping as far south as he could. H e w as given  permission to  proceed n orth
w ard a t a n y  tim e to  refit and revictu al his ships and recuperate his men. I f  Resolution 
w as lost the vo y a g e  w as to  be continued in Adventure.

Before C o o k  sailed on his second vo ya ge  he found tim e to  w rite a paper for the 
R o y a l Society, en titled  “A n  account of the F low in g o f the T ides in the South Sea, as 
observed on board H is M a je sty ’s B ark, the Endeavour." T his paper, as w ell as one on 
the Scientific R esults o f the vo y a ge  was published in their Philosophical Transactions.

I t  is o f in terest to  m ention the equipm ent of n avigation al instrum ents supplied for 
C o o k ’s second exp ed itio n :-

A n  astronom ical Q uadrant, T w o  H a d l e y ’s sextan ts, F our chronom eters, A n  azim uth 
com pass, A  pair o f globes, A  theodolite w ith  a lev e l and chain, A  w ind gauge, A  dip
ping needle, A  m arine barom eter, T w o  portable  barom eters, S ix  therm om eters.

A n  apparatus for testin g  the tem perature o f the sea w ater a t  different depths.
W a l e s  and B a y l e y , two astronomers, were appointed b y  the board of Longitude, 

one to each ship, and of W a l e s  in Resolution C o o k  mentions with great appreciation.
The ships fin ally  sailed from  P lym outh  on J u ly  13th, 1772, bound for the Cape of 

Good Hope, w hich w as reached via M adeira on O ctober 30th, and on N ovem ber 22nd, 
th e y  sailed in search o f Cape Circumcision. Soon th e  w eather becam e b itterly  cold, and 
“ F earn ough t”  jack ets  and trousers were served out. On D ecem ber 10th, the first ice 
w as sighted, and for six  w eeks th e y  sailed am ong icebergs and pack-ice, w ith  fog, rain, 
sleet and snow. B y  N ew  Y e a r ’s D a y , 1773, the ships were in 6o° S., and on J an u a ry  16th 
the A n tractic  Circle w as crossed. S till no signs of land, and th e y  were hem m ed in b y  
ice. C o o k  w as anxious in regard to  fresh w ater, b u t ice m elted w as found to  sup ply  
the need. A  position far to  the southw ard of the reported Cape Circum cision had been 
reached, the w eather w as bad  and the ice to  the southw ard im passable, so C o o k  was 
forced to  return to  th e  northw ard. On F eb ru a ry  8th, Adventure w as lost sight o f in 
th ick  w eather, and th e  ships did n ot m eet again  u n til M ay 18th, in Queen C h arlotte ’s 
Sound, N ew  Zealand, the agreed rendezvous.

Resolution steered first n ortherly  then south-easterly, then  east along the parallel 
o f 6o° South. N o land w as sighted and the course w as altered for N ew  Zealand, w hich 
was reached on M arch 26th, after 117  d ays a t  sea o u t o f sight o f land, during w hich 
2,600 leagues had been covered. T he health  o f th e  m en in Resolution rem ained good, 
o n ly  one m an being sick.

On June 7th, the ships sailed in com pany for T ah iti, w here in  com ing to  an anchor 
in a ligh t w ind w ith  a strong tide, Resolution struck a reef, though lu ck ily  w ith ou t 
serious dam age. Sailing again  on Septem ber 1st, a  cruise w as m ade am ong the other 
islands of the group, in all o f w hich C o o k  m et m an y old friends am ong the n atives, and 
w as able to  obtain  fresh supplies in p len ty. A t  H uahine, Adventure ran ashore b u t go t 
off w ithout great dam age ; she seem s to  have been an u n lu ck y  consort as on th e  passage 
dow n to  N ew  Zealand she again  lost com pany and w as seen no m ore during the vo yage. 
She reached E n glan d  fin ally  long before Resolution.

C o o k  again  arrived  a t N ew  Zealand on N ovem ber 3rd, and refitted  Resolution a t 
Queen C h arlotte ’s Sound, a  good supply o f w ild  celery, scu rvy  grass and vegetab les from  
seeds p lan ted during th eir previous v is it w as obtained. L eavin g orders behind in  a 
bottle  in case Adventure cam e in, C o o k  sailed again on N ovem ber 25th for his second 
vo yage  into  the A n ta rctic . W hen clear o f the land he steered to  the south-eastw ard and 
w orked up and dow n across the South Pacific. H e pen etrated  to  67031’ S., and w orking 
through the bergs and h e a v y  floes he reached, on J an u a ry  30th, 1774, a  position in 
L a t. 7 i ° i o ’ S. L on g. io 6 °54 ’ W ., a record th a t w as n ot beaten  un til 60 years later.

F urth er progress south w as im possible, as the Grea+ Ice B arrier barred the w ay, and 
satisfied th a t there w as no land in this O cean w ith in  the A n ta rctic  Circle, excep t possi
b ly  so far south as to  be p ra ctically  inaccessible, C o o k  turned north once more, as his 
m en were suffering from  fever brought on b y  the cold and w et.

There w as still p le n ty  o f unexplored space in the great Pacific, so C o o k  turned 
a w a y  to  the northw ard, then  from  F ebru ary  6th to  12th, 1774, v e ry  h eav y  w eather w as



experienced, w hich carried a w a y  several sails. Soon afterw ards C o o k  him self w as severely  
ill from  w h at he describes as “ a bilious co lic” . T he loathsom e sa lt m eat, and biscuit 
little  b e tte r than  m ouldy dust, togeth er w ith  the cold and exposure m ust have to ld  upon 
even  his iron constitution. A  dog w as k illed  and m ade in to  soup, and w rites C o o k  

“ I received nourishm ent and strength  from  food w hich w ould h ave  m ade m ost people 
in E urope s ic k ” . T o the great jo y  o f every b o d y  on board the C ap tain  soon recovered, 
w hether or n ot from  the effect o f th is fresh m eat cannot be said !

C o o k  searched for Juan Fernandes in its  reported position b u t w ith ou t success, he 
reached E a ster Island on M arch 12th, then  proceeded to  exam ine the M arquesas and 
F rien d ly  Islands, in  each case determ ining their positions and describing them  in  detail. 
A fte r  a  s ta y  a t  T a h iti to  refit and rest his crews, he cruised am ong the S o cie ty  and 
F rie n d ly  Islands, a  m onth being spent su rveyin g the N ew  H ebrides, as C o o k  renam ed 
the “ G randes C yclad es” of B ougain ville . N e x t follow ed the en tire ly  new  discoveries o f 
N ew  Caledonia, N orfolk Island and the Isle o f Pines. A fte r  surveyin g all these a  return 
w as m ade on O ctober 18th 1774 to  Q ueen C h arlotte ’s Sound, N ew  Zealand.

T hen  follow ed y e t  another exam ination  of the far Southern P acific, w hich w as 
crossed from  W est to  E a st through the w hole o f its  exte n t from  South  A u stra lia  to  
T ierra  del Fuego. Cape H orn w as passed on D ecem ber 29th, and on N ew  Y e a r 's  D a y , 
1775, th e y  v isited  Staten  Island. Proceeding again on Jan u ary 3rd, s till in  search o f 
the southern continent, the island o f South  G eorgia w as discovered, nam ed and form ally  
tak en  possession of, though C o o k  w as o f the opinion th a t such a  place, w ith  hills covered w ith  
snow  even  in  the A n ta rctic  Sum m er, w ould n ot benefit anyone. H e w as m istaken, for 
S outh G eorgia is now  the centre o f an exten sive  and profitable  w hale fishery.

O n J an u a ry  30th, a  group of islands w as discovered and nam ed Sandw ich  L an d, 
a fte r L ord  S a n d w i c h , the F irst L ord  of the A d m ira lty . A fte r  another a tte m p t to  find 
Cape Circum cision on the other side o f  the A tla n tic , course w as altered  to  th e  n orthw ard 
on F eb ru a ry  23rd, for the Cape of G ood H ope, and on M arch 22nd, Resolution  anchored 
in T ab le  B a y . From  the Cape a  return w as m ade to  E ngland, b y  w a y  o f S t. H elena, 
Ascension and the Azores, and C o o k  arrived a t Spithead on J u ly  30th, 1775. H e had 
lost no m ore than  four m en during the entire vo yage, three b y  acciden t and o n ly  one 
b y  disease, a rem arkable con trast to  a n y  previous long vo y a g e  o f d iscovery.

T his second expedition o f C o o k ’s m ust a lw ays be considered as one o f th e  greatest 
feats o f  n avigation  ever perform ed. D uring a  period o f three years and sixteen  d ays 
he had circum n avigated  th e  globe near the A n ta rctic  Circle. H e had crossed th e  Southern  
O cean in  all directions, had skirted  the edge of the A n ta rctic  ice  u n til he could force 
his w a y  no furth er south. T he question of a n y  in habitable  continent in  the extrem e 
S outh w as settled  for ever. I t  did n ot exist.

C o o k  sum s up  “ I t  doth n ot becom e me to  s a y  how  far the principal o b jects o f our 
vo ya ge  have been obtained. T hough it  hath  n ot abounded w ith  rem arkable  events, nor 
been diversified b y  sudden transitions of fortune, though m y  relation  o f  i t  has been 
m ore em ployed in  tracin g our course b y  sea than  in  recording our o bservation s on 
shore, this, perhaps, is a  circum stance from  w hich the curious reader m a y  in fer th a t  the 
purposes for w hich we w ere sen t into  th e  Southern H em isphere w ere d ilige n tly  and 
e ffectu ally  pursued. H ad we found o u t a  con tin en t there w e m igh t h ave  been  b etter 
enabled to  g ra tify  c u r io s ity ; b u t we hope our n ot havin g found it, a fte r a ll our perse
verin g researches, w ill leave less room  for future speculations abou t unknown w orlds rem aining 
to  be  exp lo red ” .

C o o k  w as now  forty-eigh t years o f age, and he had certain ly  achieved  m ore than  
a n y  liv in g  p e rso n ; had p ro bably  added m ore to  geographical know ledge th a n  a n y  m an 
since C o l o m b u s . H e had established and confirm ed th e  outlines of th e  Southern  portions 
o f th e  globe su bstan tially  as th e y  are know n to-day. H e w as now  a t hom e again  for 
the la st tim e, and being graciou sly  received b y  the K in g, w as prom oted to  Post-C aptain  
and appointed b y  the A d m ira lty  to  be one o f the C aptains o f G reenw ich H ospital, w hich 
provided him  for life w ith  a house and an incom e of £ 200 a  year and allow ances.

H e w as also elected a  F ellow  of the R o y a l S o cie ty  in  F eb ru ary  1776, and aw arded 
the C o p ley  G old M edal for his paper on the preservation  o f the health  o f the crew  on 
long vo yages. In addition he con tributed a paper on the actions o f the tides along the 
east coast o f N ew  Holland.

B u t in th a t snug retreat a t  G reenw ich H ospital w ith  his wife and children, C o o k  

could n ot rest, the habit o f incessant w ork w as too deep-seated to  be throw n  off, and 
w hen a furth er expedition w as being planned and he w as consulted as to  a  leader, he 
replied b y  offering to  go y e t  a th ird  tim e. C aptain  C o o k  would have been appointed



to  the com m and w ith ou t the least hesitation, b u t for a  natural feeling th at, a t  his age, 
he had done enough and should now  be le ft  to  repose.

H e w as in vited  to  dine w ith  L ord  S a n d w i c h , together w ith  his old patrons and 
friends, Sir H ugh P a l l i s e r  and Mr. S t e p h e n s , S ecretary  of the A d m ira lty. D uring 
dinner the conversation  turned upon a projected  expedition  for the d iscovery  of a  N o rth 
w est Passage, w ith  a v iew  to  shortening the route to  the F a r  E ast, and fired once more 
b y  the enthusiasm  of the n avigator C o o k  sprang to  his fee t and offered to  ta k e  the 
com m and, w hich offer was im m ediately  accepted.

Resolution  w as again chosen for the voyage, and w ith  her Discovery, a  sm aller vessel, 
also W h itb y  built, o f abou t 300 tons, Captain  Charles C l e r k e  in  com m and. A s pre
viou sly , m an y of those w ho had served on the previous vo yages cam e forw ard as vo lu n 
teers. P le n ty  of w arm  clothing w as taken , togeth er w ith  articles of “ tra d e ” , for bar
tering w ith  th e  natives, also a present of some ca ttle  from  K in g  George to  the n atives 
of T ah iti.

B y  A ct of Parliament a reward of ¿20,000 was now offered to the fortunate ship’s 
company who discovered a North W est Passage, and owing to the previous succession 
of failures to get through from the Atlantic to the Pacific, it was decided for C ook  to 
make an attem pt in the reverse direction. He was to proceed to the Cape of Good 
Hope, then search for some islands south of Mauritius, previously seen b y  the French
men, Mar io n  D u f r e sn e  and C ro zet . Thence he was to proceed to New Zealand and 
afterwards to Tahiti. From there he was to sail up the Pacific to the coast of Drake’s 
“New Albion” (British Columbia), and sailing northward was to explore any inlets that 
seemed likely to lead to communication with the Atlantic.

Resolution sailed from  P lym outh  on J u ly  12th, 1776, and arrived a t th e  Cape on 
O ctober 18th, being joined the follow ing m onth b y  Discovery, w hich had been delayed 
in starting. O n N ovem ber 30th, the ships sailed a w a y  to  the eastw ard carryin g m uch liv e 
stock for T ah iti.

Islands were sighted w hich C o o k  nam ed Prince E d w ard ’s and M arion Islands and he 
gave  th e  nam e of Crozet Islands to  another group farther east. K erguelen  w as reached 
on Christm as E v e  and good anchorage found in  “ Christm as H arbo u r” , and th e  island 
was surveyed. D uring the run eastw ard m uch bad w eather and fog w as encountered ; 
Resolution lost her m izzen-topm ast and the cold w eather proved fata l to  several of the 
sheep and goats.

O n J an u ary 26th, 1777 the ships anchored in A d ven tu re  B a y, V an  D iem en ’s L an d  (Tasm a
nia) and necessary repairs were carried out. T h is w as the first tim e th a t C o o k  had 
been on the coast o f V an  D iem en’s L an d  and he did not discover th a t it  w as an island, 
b u t concluded th a t it  w as p art o f N ew  H olland.

N ew  Zealand w as n ex t visited , then  u n til the end o f the year the ships cruised 
am ong the South  P acific  Islands, the livestock , horses, cows, sheep, tu rkeys, geese, 
ducks and peacocks being landed a t  T ah iti, m uch to  everyo n e’s relief. H ow  th is m ena
gerie w as found room  for in the confined space on the decks of sm all crow ded ships 
and how  th e y  w ere kep t a live  on a passage w ith  m uch bad w eather, it  is im possible 
to  im agine.

O n D ecem ber 23rd the ships crossed the E q u a to r sailing northw ard, and on th e  25th 
discovered “ Christm as Islan d ” , w hence a  su p p ly  of tu rtle  and fish w as obtain ed. T he 
Sandw ich Islands (Hawaii) were n ex t found, bein g also nam ed after the F irst L ord  of 
th e  A d m ira lty . O n M arch 7th, 1778, the co ast o f N orth  A m erica near V ancouver 
Island w as sighted, and an alm ost continuous su rve y  w as m ade of the coast up to  B ehrin g Straits 
(previously discovered and nam ed b y  V itu s B e h r i n g  the D anish n avigator). O n this 
coast C o o k  discovered and nam ed m a n y capes, islands and inlets. H e found to  the 
south-east o f the A lask a  Peninsula w h at seem ed to  prom ise a  passage to  the A rctic  Seas, 
and penetrated  w ith ou t success in to  an in let now  know n as C ook’s R iver.

H e finally  sailed on north of B ehrin g S tra its  as far as 70041 ’ N . w here no further 
advance could be m ade as the ships were barred b y  an unbroken barrier o f ice, rising 
12 feet above w ater and stretching as far as could be seen. C o o k  nam ed the farth est 
p oint visib le  on th e  A m erican shore, I c y  Cape (extrem e north-w est o f A laska).

Turning back, C o o k  cruised for some tim e on the coasts o f A lask a  and Siberia. 
H ere he m et some R ussian  traders, to  one of them  C o o k  entrusted a  le tte r and  ch art 
to  be forw arded via  S iberia  to  th e  A d n ir a lty . These were safe ly  delivered in  London 
the follow ing year.

So the search for a  N orth-W est Passage had failed, b u t exten sive  surveys had been 
carried o ut over some 1,200 leagues o f coast, and again the w hole coast o f B ritish  
Colum bia and A lask a  becam e in  due course another B ritish  possession. T his rea lly



belongs to a later story, as it was George V a n c o u v e r , a midshipman under C o o k  upon 
his second and third voyages, who, eleven years later sailed in command of Discovery 
and finally added these lands to our Empire.

On O ctober 26th, 1779, the ships sailed southw ard and discovered M aui, another 
island o f the Sandw ich G roup. H ere C o o k  obtained a q u a n tity  o f Sugar cane w hich 
he ordered to  be utilised for brew ing beer, intending it  for use instead o f rum  w ith  a 
v iew  to  saving the la tte r for use in colder clim ates. B u t  the men w ould h ave  none of 
it, and as C o o k  w rites “ e ve ry  innovation  w hatever, th o ’ever so m uch to  their a d v a n ta 
ges, is sure to  m eet w ith  the highest disapprobation from  seam en ” . I t  w ould seem, 
therefore, th a t the eighteenth cen tu ry  sailor, not unlike his tw en tie th  ce n tu ry  brother, 
w as suspiciously con servative in his likes and dislikes !

H aw aii, the principal island o f th e  Sandw ich G roup w as reached on N ovem ber 30th, 
and a fter some tim e spent in surveying, the ships anchored in K a ra k a k o o a  B a y . T he 
n atives were v e ry  frien d ly  b u t as usual exp ert a t  thievin g, in fa c t  it  appears th a t all 
the n atives o f the P acific w ith  w hom  C o o k  cam e in co n tact had no respect w h atever 
for the p ro p erty  o f other persons. T h e rem oving o f num erous sm all articles, such as the 
rudder o f a b oat and th e  lids o f boilers m ust have caused great annoyance.

Resolution and Discovery le ft  on F eb ru ary  4th, 1779, th e  K in g  presenting a  herd 
of pigs and quantities o f vegetables to  C o o k . Soon afterw ards in a  h e a v y  gale  Resolu
tion’s forem ast w as so b a d ly  sprung th a t it  w as necessary to  unstep it  fo r im m ediate 
repair, and a return w as m ade to  K arakako o a  B a y  on F eb ru ary  n t h .

T he n atives did  n ot welcom e the return of the ships, possibly due to  som e supersti
tious idea, b u t the m ast w as go t ashore and repairs proceeded w ith . O n th e  afternoon 
of the 13th, the n atives com m enced to  be d istin ctly  hostile, and a w aterin g p a rty  w as 
attacked. M any th efts  to o k  place and canoes w ith  stolen p rop erty on board w ere chased 
b y  ship ’s boats, th e  crews of w hich were stoned and rou gh ly  handled.

N e x t m orning Discovery’s six-oared cu tter w as missing, and C o o k  determ ined to  teach  
the n atives a lesson. H e landed w ith  a  p a rty  o f arm ed m arines, proceeded to  th e  
village and saw  the K in g. Just a t  this tim e news arrived th a t a  C h ief had been killed  
b y  some of th e  sailors on the other side o f th e  b ay. M atters becam e im m ed iate ly  
serious, the n atives donning their w arm ats and m enacing C o o k ’s p arty, w hich retreated  
to  th eir boats. Stones began to  f ly  and the m arines w ere attacked , so th a t  fire w as 
opened b y  them  and the b o ats ’ crews. In the struggle w hich ensued C o o k  w as clubbed 
from  behind, a t  th e  v e ry  in stant w hen he w as ordering his m en to  cease fire.

Thus, due to  p e tty  thieving, term inating in a fight, in the m idst o f a  brillian t 
career perished Jam es C o o k  ; and a t sunset on F eb ru ary  21st, 1779, w ith  th e  boom ing 
of m inute guns and  the colours a t  half-m ast, his rem ains were re v e re n tly  com m itted 
to  the deep.

I t  is unnecessary here to  describe th e  rem ainder of the vo ya ge  and th e  further 
ineffectual attem pts to  discover the N orth-W est Passage, before in O ctober, 1779, the 
ships started  hom ewards b y  w a y  o f Japan, M acao, the S traits o f Sun da and th e  C ap e 
of Good H ope. Resolution  and Discovery under th e  com m and of L ieu ten an ts G o r e  and K i n g  

resp ective ly  (Captain C l e r k e  havin g died on 22nd A ugust, 1780) fin ally  arrived  in  E n gland  
on O ctober 4th, 1780, havin g been absent four years, tw o m onths, and tw en ty -tw o  days.

T his account w ould h ard ly  be com plete w ith ou t some m ention o f the tra g e d y  of 
C o o k ’s  children. H e had six, o f w hom  three boys grew  up to  m anhood, th e  tw o  elder 
entering th e  N a v y . In  the sam e w eek as the news o f her husband’s d eath  reached the 
un happ y w idow, her second son N ath an iel w en t down on board H .M .S. Thunderer in  a hurricane 
oft Jam aica, in  O ctober 1780. T he youngest son, H ugh, died in D ecem ber 1793, w hilst 
a t  C h rist’s College, Cam bridge, and o n ly  five weeks la ter Com m ander Jam es C o o k , her 
eldest son, w ho had o n ly  ju st received his prom otion and appointm ent to  com m and th e  
sloop Spitfire  w as drow ned, w hen going off his ship a t  Portsm outh.

Mrs. C o o k  lived  to  be ninety-three years o f age, she received a  pension, and becam e 
a w ea lth y  wom an w ith  her share in th e  profits o f her husband’s books. She is described 
as a  handsom e and ven erable lad y, who entertained the highest respect for her hu sban d’s 
m em ory, m easuring everyth in g b y  his standard of honour and m orality.

O utside th e  M all entrance to  th e  A d m ira lty  stands one of th e  m a n y statues of 
C aptain  Jam es C o o k . D istinguished honours h ave  since been heaped upon his m em ory, 
b u t for his great services he received only a v e ry  inadequate share o f official rew ard. 
T h e greater p art o f his journals, logs and sailing directions are now  in th e  A ustralian  
Com m onw ealth N ation al L ibrary, b u t the log o f the F irst V oyage and the gold m edal 
conferred on th e  C ap tain  b y  th e  R o y a l S o ciety  are in the B ritish  M useum . A  m anus
cript “ D irections for S a ilin g”  in C o o k ’s handw riting, and his hanger and telescope are



preserved in the m useum  o f the R o y a l U n ited  Service In stitu tion  in W hitehall, while in 
the Painted H all a t G reenw ich is his portrait in n aval uniform  painted b y  N athaniel D a n c e , R .A .

A s a  Com m ander, N avigato r, O bserver, Su rveyor and practical Physician  his m erits 
were equ ally  great. C o o k ’s record is tru ly  w onderful and com pared w ith  his ach ieve
m ents the vo yages of other n avigators fade in to  insignificance. O f our fam ous Seam en 
he was the greatest E m pire B uilder o f them  all.

Together w ith  a  com m anding personal presence, sagacity, decision and perseverance, 
he won the affection of a ll those w ho served under him.

A s Seam en w e m a y  w ell be proud o f his un dying m em ory.

TIME DETERMINATION AND TIME BROADCAST
b y

C a p t a i n  J. F . H E L L  W E G , U . S . N . ( R e t .) 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , U . S . N a v a l  O b s e r v a t o r y .

(E x tra ct from  the Journal of the Franklin  Institute, V ol. 223, N ° 5, M ay, 1937).

A s far back as history, and even  legend, ca rry  us, m an has tried  con tin uously to  
devise m ethods o f determ ining and o f keeping tim e. T he earliest attem pts were v e ry  
crude and n atu ra lly  d iv ided  them selves into  tw o  general groups : (1) those in w hich the 
positions o f the stars and the sun were observed w ith  reference to  objects near a t  hand ; 
and (2) those in w hich efforts were m ade to  m easure the elapsed tim e.

In the first class, w hatever their form, all were some ty p e  o f sundial or some crude 
form  o f a  tran sit instrum ent. T h e first attem pts w ere satisfied b y  a  range betw een tw o 
w idely separated objects th a t  happened to  lie in the m eridian.

In the second class, th e  earliest efforts consisted in the burning of rope k n o tted  a t 
regular spaces, or th e  draining of w ater or sand from  one container to  a n o th e r; or, as 
was reputed to  h ave  been done in early  China, the burning o f candles. E ach  effort was 
an attem p t to  im prove on th e  best previous m ethod.

A ll m odern m ethods o f tim e determ ination are based on th e  uniform  rotation  o f the 
earth  on its axis. T he in te rv a l betw een tw o successive transits o f the sam e star over 
th e  sam e m eridian m easures one com plete revolution of the earth . T h a t con stitutes a 
sidereal d ay . I t  is co n ven ien tly  d ivided  into  24 hours and each hour is further d ivided 
into  m inutes and seconds.

T he earth  is our best m aster clock. I t  requires neither w inding, resetting, oiling, 
nor repairing to  m ake it  keep  accurate tim e. I f  b y  some trick  o f m agic we could secure 
m arks in the sky , in dicatin g the hours, m inutes and seconds, w e could all throw  aw a y  
our w atches and clocks. Inasm uch as th a t is im possible, w e n atu ra lly  turn  to  the stars 
w hich are our nearest approach to  hour m arks in the heavens. T h e y  are so d istan t th a t 
we can m ark them  w ith  the greatest accu racy in m easuring th e  period o f th e  e arth ’s 
rotation. A s a  m atter of fact, if  yo u  know  yo u r stars, y o u  can v e r y  closely  approxim ate 
th e  hour m arks in the heavens. O bserving the stars as th e y  a p p aren tly  swing across 
th e  heavens, and noting the exa ct in stan t o f th e  m eridian passage b y  some clock, 
perm its us to  determ ine the error o f th a t clock w ith  great exactness.

The continuous effort for years to  develop  clocks, each  exp ected  to  m aintain  tim e 
m ore accu rately  th an  all previous ones, parallels the h isto ry  o f m an and m easures his 
progress. F or years, the m ost accurate clocks h ave  been m ade abroad, E ngland, F ran ce 
and G erm any v y in g  w ith  each other to  produce the m ost accurate  tim epiece in the 
world. A n d  now  w e com e to  th e  la test developm ent —  th e  crysta l oscillator —  w hich 
a t  one stroke cuts loose from  all the troubles inherent in pendulum  clocks. T rue, it  
has fau lts o f its  own, b u t th e y  w ill be overcom e.

R eturn ing to  th e  stars, i f  y o u  w ill m em orize th e  rig h t ascensions of some of the 
m ost prom inent stars in th e  principal constellations, yo u  w ill h ave  established a celestial 
clock  capable of use e v e ry  clear n ight.

E A R L Y  E F F O R T S  I N  M E C H A N I C A L  B R O A D C A S T I N G  O F  T H E  T I M E  P R IO R
TO  R A D IO .
Prior to  1830, there w as no satisfacto ry  m ethod of fu lfillin g  th e  N a v y ’s requirem ents. 

These requirem ents included charts, n avigatio n al instrum ents, chronom eters, n au tical


