
ARGENTINE SURVEYING VESSELS
b y  L t-C o m m a n d e r L u is  M , G im e n e z , Head o f the Hydrographic Department.

The D e p a rtm e n t o f  N a v ig a tio n  and H y d ro g ra p h y  o f  th e  A rg e n tin e  R epub lic  
possesses tw o  S u rvey ing  Vessels : th e  Oceanographic Vessel “ Bahia  B lanca" 
and th e  O ceanographic Vessel ^M a d ry n '.

B o th  were b u i l t  b y  th e  H a w to n  &  Leslie  Co., L td . ,  H e lb u rn -o n -T yn e , 
E n g land , and have th e  same cha racte ris tics , so th a t  th is  a rtic le  w i l l  be lim ite d  
to  a descrip tion  o f  th e  firs t-m e n tio n e d  vessel, th e  “ Bahia B lanca". I t  is th is  
vessel w h ich , in  fa c t, carries o u t th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  h yd ro g rap h ic  campaigns 
since the  p r in c ip a l d u ty  o f  th e  ''M a d ry n ' is to  w a tch  over th e  Buoyage Systems, 
a service fo r w h ich  she has been m ore  especially equ ipped.

The  “ Bahia B la nca ' a rr iv e d  in  o u r c o u n try  a t th e  same tim e  as 
h e r s is te r-sh ip , th e  O ceanographic Vessel "M a d ryn '', in  F e b ru a ry , 1928.

T he  vessel’ s p r in c ip a l cha racte ris tics  are th e  fo llo w in g  :

The p ropu ls ion  system  consists o f  a 6-c y lin d e r 1,000 H . P . s ing le -acting  
Werkspoor diesel engine, reve rs ib le , m anoeuvred b y  compressed a ir. A  bo ile r 
is in s ta lle d  fo r  use w ith  a u x ilia ry  engines. F u e llin g  is b y  D iese l fu e l-o il.

There is accom m odation  fo r  13 officers, 5 p e tty  officers, and 74 crew.
The specified du ties  o f th e  vessel are e m p h a tica lly  h yd ro g rap h ic  and 

oceanographic and fo r  th is  purpose she carries th e  fo llo w in g  in s ta lla tio n s  and 
equ ipm ents :

A  sm all cab in  assigned to  th e  d raughtsm en. I n  i t  is an in te rco m 
m u n ica tio n  system  w ith  th e  n a v ig a tio n  b ridge , so th a t  d u rin g  sounding 
operations th e  vessel m a y  be governed fro m  th e  cab in  and her tra c k  
sh ifte d  as th e  w o rk  m a y  requ ire  ; s im u ltaneous ly  w ith  its  execu tion  th e  w o rk  
is recorded on th e  corresponding p lan . A lso a m icrophone w h ich , connected 
to  the  sh ip ’s tra n sm itte rs  and w ith  an a u x ilia ry  rece iver, ensures continuous 
com m un ica tion  w ith  th e  su rvey ing  boats and w ith  th e  obse rva tion  sta tions 
ashore.

F o u r Hughes echo-sounders, th ree  o f ty p e  M S - X X I- “ A ”  and one typ e

N a v ig a tio n a l ra d a r and com plete W /T  in s ta lla t io n , 2 tra n s m itte rs  and 
various transm itte r-rece ive rs , besides th e  usual means o f com m un ica tion .

A  com p le te ly  fit te d -o u t p ho tog raph ic  la b o ra to ry  w here th e  cu rre n t w o rk  
m a y  be done (developm ents, copies, en largem ents, e tc.).

A n  oceanographic la b o ra to ry  w ith  th e  elem ents necessary fo r  u n d e rta k in g  
on board a ll cu rre n t p re p a ra to ry  w o rk  ; also a Bekman Ph. m easurer, e lectrode

L e n g th  overa ll,
B e a m .................
E le v a tio n  ........
D is p la c e m e n t.. 
S ha ft P ow er ..
Speed..................
C ru is ing  range

1,000 H . P .
10 kno ts .

5,400 n a u tica l m iles

10.00 » 
4.50 » 

850 tons.

65.00 m etres
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in  glass ; a b o tto m  sam pler (Coring) fo u r  Snapper b o ttom -sam p le rs , reve rs ib le  
b o ttle s  w ith  reve rs ing  the rm om e te rs , Ekm an  and Id rac  c u rre n t m eters, a h e a vy  
w ire -d ra g  and p la n k to n  nets.

T w o  e le c tric  w inches each w ith  5,000 m etres o f  1 /2 ”  cable.
T he  fo llo w in g  are th e  “ Bahia  B la n ca s '' a u x il ia ry  c ra ft :
1 f la t  b o a t, 2 10-oar life b o a ts , 1 y a w l, 1 s k iff, 2 su rve y in g  boats : 4 tons  ; 

le n g th  8.00 m etres ; beam  2.50 m etres ; d ra u g h t 0.60 m etres ; speed 10 kn o ts  ; 
equ ipped  w ith  Zenith  tra n s m itte r-re c e iv e r and Hughes echo-sound ing  m ach ine  
ty p e  M S - X X I I .

T he  anchorage e q u ipm e n t consists o f  2 Bald t bow -anchors o f  1,000 k ilo s ,
8 l in k s  o f  cha in  15 fa thom s each, and  a th ir d ,  th e  M a rtin  sheet-anchor, 
850 k ilo s  ; in. a d d itio n , th e re  are 3 A d m ira lty  m ode l grapnels w e igh ing  345， 
210 and 190 k ilo s  re spec tive ly .

Buenos Ayres, 2 0 th  November, 1950.


