
ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING OF PERSONNEL 
OF THE 

PHILIPPINE COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

The P h ilipp ine Coast and  Geodetic Survey is an  agency of the  P h ilip ­
pine G overnm ent under the D epartm ent of N ational Defense. T his B ureau  
is headed by a D irector who holds the naval ra n k  of C aptain  and  an  A ssis­
ta n t D irector who holds the naval ra n k  of Com m ander. U nder th e ir  d irection 
are  tw o m ajo r divisions of the B ureau : the  field personnel and the office 
civilian em ployees.

1. F ield  w ork  involving com bined operations in  trian g u la tio n , level­
ling, geodetic and  hydrograph ic surveying, coast p ilot, tide and  
cu rren t observations, m agnetic observations, and  w ire drag  investi­
gations is perform ed by the  field force, a t p resen t com posed of 
44 com m issioned officers and  197 enlisted  m en w ho are  assigned 
to two 1 000-ton survey vessels and th ree  60-ton vessels.

Fig. 1. —  P.C, & G.S. S .S . F a th o m er



F ig . 2. —  B u reau  o f C oast an d  G eodetic  Survey (Office)

F ig . 3 . —  T ide P re d ic tin g  M achine

2. The com putation of triangu lation , levelling, tide and  cu rren t data ; 
the com pilation and reproduction  of nautical charts  and  m aps ; 
and  the p repara tion  of technical publications are accom plished by 
m em bers of the office force, com posed of m athem aticians, ca rto ­
g raphers, photo lithographers, p rin ters , clerks, etc., num bering 167.

F or effective adm in istration , the operations of the B ureau are carried  
on by th ree  branches, nam ely, the P ersonnel and Supply B ranch, the 
Technical B ranch, and the O perations B ranch, all headed by com m is­
sioned officers. These branches are fu r th e r broken down into divisions, 
sections and  un its headed by civilian em ployees and com m issioned officers.



F ig. 4. —  D em o n stra tio n  on use of T e llu ro m e te r

F ig. 5. —  A erial P h o to g ram m etry

The Personnel and Supply B ranch is responsible for the execution, 
coordination  and  supervision of the A dm inistrative Division and  the six (6) 
sections under it.

The Technical B ranch  has supervision over the Geodesy and  Geophy­
sics Division, the C artographic Division, the  P hotogram m etry  Division and 
the M agnetic O bservatory.

The O perations B ranch exercises fu ll supervision and control over the 
N autical D ivision; Photo lithographic D ivision; the Coastal Surveys Division 
under w hich come the  survey vessels; and  the Com m unications and Elec­
tronics L aboratory .
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Recruitment of personnel is a function of the Personnel and Supply 
Branch. Training of the civilian personnel of the Bureau is a function of 
the Administrative Division and comes directly under the Training Officer 
who plans, coordinates, and supervises all training programs with the 
cooperation of the chiefs of branches and chiefs of divisions.

Civilian personnel are appointed and/or promoted in accordance with  
Civil Service rules. Commissioned officers of the field force are engineers 
(civil, mechanical, mining, electrical, geodetic, etc.) who serve a minimum  
of in-service training for six months as cadets before they are commissioned 
originally to the rank of ensigns. By legislative provisions, they are entitled  
to time-in-grade promotions to higher ranks. Enlisted personnel serve under 
the vessels on enlisted status, renewable every year.

Commissioned officers and civilian employees are, from time to time, 
granted fellowships and in-service training in local as well as foreign insti­
tutions and hydrographic offices.

W ith this organization, the bureau carries out its functions of surveying 
and charting the coastal regions of the Philippines; determining precise 
geographical positions and elevations in the interior of the country; making 
tide and current surveys; investigating changes in the earth’s magnetism; 
and disseminating its technical information, which is meticulously collect­
ed, analyzed and compiled in the form of nautical charts, maps and other 
printed publications.


