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J e s t s  a n d  l a u g h t e r  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e  the b e s t  f r i e n d s h i p s .  T h e y  si g n a l  

a c o m f o r t a b l e  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  m u t u a l  trust, u s u a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  tw o  i n 

d i v i d u a l s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  time. In fact, o c c a s i o n s  o f  l a u ghter, w h e t h e r  

r o o t e d  in p r o s p e r i t y  or a d v e r s i t y ,  s o m e t i m e s  b e c o m e  the f o n d e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  

of c l o s e  frien d s ,  a n d  the e v o c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  m e m o r i e s  is on e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p ' s  

h i g h e s t  d e l i g h t s .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of P e t e r  o f  C e l l e  a n d  J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  

r e w a r d s  its r e a d e r  w i t h  a g l i m p s e  of s u c h  a joyous relationship.'*' In d e e p l y  

t r o u b l e d  t i m e s  t h e s e  two m e n  ev i d e n c e d ,  t h r o u g h  h u m o u r  a n d  g o o d  cheer, the

w a r m t h  o f  t h a t  true f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h ,  for C i cero, w a s  h e a v e n ' s  fi n e s t  
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b l e s s i n g .

A n  u n l i k e l y  f r i e n d s h i p  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  P e t e r  a n d  John. T h e  f o r m e r  w a s  

a mon k ,  a r e t i r i n g  m a n  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  p r o f o u n d l y  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  w h o s e  

s t a t u r e  in the w o r l d ' s  r e c k o n i n g  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l . ^  Hi s  a c t i v i t i e s  as 

a b b o t  o f  M o n t i e r - l a - C e Z l e  a n d  l a t e r  o f  S a i n t  Rémi w e r e  d e v o t e d  to m o n a s t i c  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i l e  h i s  w r i t i n g s  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  a i m e d  a t  the i n s t r u c t i o n  of 
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hi s  s p i r i t u a l  sons. His o u t l o o k  w a s  t y p i c a l l y  c o n t e m p t u o u s  of the m u n d a n e ,  

y e t  n o t  s o  s e v e r e  as t h a t  o f  B e r n a r d  of M o r v a l . ^  T h o u g h  he w a r n e d  J o h n  of 

S a l i s b u r y  a b o u t  s e c u l a r  d i s t r a c t i o n s  at Paris, a n d  s u m m o n e d  h i m  to a life 

o f s o l i t u d e ,  P e t e r ' s  l e t t e r s  r e v e a l  t h a t  he a p p r e c i a t e d  a t h o u g h t f u l  m a t e r i a l  

g i f t  a n d  t o o k  s i n c e r e  p l e a s u r e  in a f r i e n d ' s  w o r l d l y  s u c c e s s . ^  He w a s  a
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p i o u s  m a n  o f  g l a d  t e m p e r a m e n t  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  n e v e r  f ar r e m o v e d  f r o m  

r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e r n s .

J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  wa s  a s e c u l a r  clerk. His a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h o u g h  p r o m p t e d  

b y  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n ,  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  secular. He w a s  m u c h  in t h e  w o r l d ,  

as s t udent, e m i s s a r y ,  author, an d  p o l i t i c a l  e x i l e .*7 A s  s e c r e t a r y  to A r c h 

b i s h o p s  T h e o b a l d  a nd T h o m a s  of C a n t e r b u r y ,  hi s  e n d e a v o u r s  b r o u g h t  h i m  i n t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  the m o s t  p o w e r f u l  m e n  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  the c o n t i n e n t  in t he t h i r d

q u a r t e r  o f  the t w e l f t h  century. By 1159, he c o u l d  w r i t e  t h a t  h e  h a d  c r o s s e d
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the Alps ten times. Later, the Becket controversy plunged him into
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p o l i t i c s  u p  to the neck." His w i d e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  f o r t h r i g h t  styl e ,  e m p l o y e d

in th e  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  Chu r c h ,  s e c u r e d  for J o h n ' s  w r i t i n g s  a r e p u t a t i o n  of

authority which has only increased with the passing of time."*"̂  He was a

h u m a n i s t  a n d  a d i p l o m a t  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  r e t r e a t  f r o m  the w o r l d ,  t h o u g h  he

c l e a r l y  e s p o u s e d  the c o n v i c t i o n  of the " s u p r e m a c y  o f  the s p i r i t u a l  o v e r  the

temporal ends of mankind."'*''*' Rather, he keenly observed his surroundings,

a n d  e x p o s e d  f o l l y  a n d  w i c k e d n e s s  in t h e i r  o w n  s e t t ings: t he s c h o o l ,  c l o i s t e r ,  
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and court. S u r e l y  this is w h y  the h i s t o r i a n s  r e f e r  to h i m  as "a c o s m o p o l i 

tan s c h o l a r , "  a n d  t h e y  a f f i r m  th a t  "no o t h e r  t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y  f i g u r e  w a s  

p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  so m a n y  an d  s u c h  a v a r i e t y  o f  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p -

4. " 1 3m e n t s .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  c o ntrasts, t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  a t  w h i c h  the t e m p e r a 

m e n t s  a nd a c t i v i t i e s  of the two m e n  in t e r s e c t e d .  T h o u g h  t h e i r  e x e r c i s e  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n  d i f f e r e d  m a r k e d l y ,  b o t h  w e r e  loyal e c c l e s i a s t i c s .  In

fact, at the c l o s e  o f  t heir long careers, o ne s u c c e e d e d  the o t h e r  as B i s h o p  
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of C h a r tres. B o t h  w e r e  w r i t e r s :  P e t e r  s e n t  h is De P a n ibus t o  J ohn, w h i l e  

the l a t t e r  d e d i c a t e d  to hi s  f r i e n d  the H i s t o r i a  P o n t i f i c a l i s  . E a c h  

a p p e a l e d  to the o t h e r  for c a n d i d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  h i s  w ork. B o t h  w e r e  a v i d  

r e a d e r s  an d  s c h o l a r s  w h o  u n d o u b t e d l y  s t i m u l a t e d  e a c h  o t h e r  to w i d e r  an d  

d e e p e r  learning. J o h n ' s  k n o w l e d g e  of S c r i p t u r e  s u r e l y  o w e s  s o m e t h i n g  to 

Peter, a n d  t here is no d o u b t  t h a t  the a b b o t’s fo n d n e s s  fo r  c l a s s i c a l  

a l l u s i o n s  b e s p e a k s  J o h n ' s  influence. In short, the c l e r i c  a n d  th e  a b b o t  

d i s c o v e r e d  in o ne a n o t h e r  a s p r i n g  o f  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  to n o u r i s h  a r e s p e c t 

ful, a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  an d  e n d u r i n g  friendship.

P e t e r  of C e l l e  an d  Jo h n  of S a l i s b u r y  m e t  at some t i m e  in th e  1140 ' s

at P a r i s  (or C h a r t r e s ) ,  an d  some e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  P e t e r  w a s  J o h n ’s
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student. T h e r e  f o l l o w e d  a p e r i o d  in w h i c h  J o h n  r e s i d e d  w i t h  Pete r ,  

p e r h a p s  as h is c l e r k , ^  l e a v i n g  to e n t e r  the s e r v i c e  o f  th e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f



C a n t e r b u r y .  J o h n  a p p r o a c h e d  T h e o b a l d  a r m e d  w i t h  a n o w - c e l e b r a t e d  le t t e r

f r o m  B e r n a r d  o f  C l a i r v a u x  a t t e s t i n g  to h i s  learning, c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  pove r t y .

T h e  A b b o t  o f  C l a i r v a u x  a c k n o w l e d g e d  to T h e o b a l d  that J o h n  h a d  b e e n  r e c o m m e n d e d

to h i m  b y  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  it is l i k e l y  t h a t  Peter, w h o  w o u l d  w r i t e  a g a i n  on
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J o h n ' s  b e h a l f ,  w a s  o n e  o f  them. P e r h a p s  this is the r e a s o n  t h a t  P o o l e
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t h o u g h t  P e t e r  w a s  a C i s t e r c i a n .  A t  a n y  rate, y e a r s  lat e r  (in 1157) J o h n

w o u l d  e x p r e s s  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  fo r  P e t e r ' s  r o l e  in hi s  o w n  r e t u r n  to Engla n d :
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"I t  is y o u r  g i f t  t h a t  I h a v e  r e t u r n e d  to the l a n d  of m y  birth.

T h e  t w o  m e n  c u l t i v a t e d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  t h r o u g h  l e t t e r s  a n d  v i sits,

u n t i l  J o h n  a g a i n  b e c a m e  a m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t  in P e t e r ' s  m o n a s t e r y .  As

an e x i l e  d u r i n g  th e  B e c k e t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  he w a s  the g u e s t  o f  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d

at R h e i m s  f r o m  e a r l y  in 1 1 6 4  to Nov e m b e r ,  1170. A f t e r  the m o m e n t o u s  ev e n t s

o f  D e c e m b e r ,  J o h n  w o u l d  a g a i n  w r i t e  to P e t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  a f f a i r s  in E n g l a n d
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a n d  th e  p e r i l s  t h r e a t e n i n g  the l a t t e r ' s  e s t a t e s  there. In turn, P e t e r  

a d d r e s s e d  s e v e r a l  m i s s i v e s  to J o h n  at C h a r t r e s  b e t w e e n  1176 a n d  1180. Thus, 

t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  l a s t e d  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  years. Th e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  this 

r e m a r k a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  candour, m u t u a l  suppo r t ,  a n d  

l i v e l y  wit, c a n  b e  t r a c e d  in the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of two m e n  for w h o m  f r i e n d 

s h i p  m e a n t  the f u l l e s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  joy on earth.

N e i t h e r  w r i t e r ' s  l e t t e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a fo r m a l  t r e a t i s e  o n  f r i e n d s h i p
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s u c h  as w e  h a v e  in A e l r e d  o f  R i e v a u l x ' s  i m i t a t i o n  o f  Cicero. T h o u g h  P e t e r

a n d  J o h n  c e r t a i n l y  c o m p o s e d  w i t h  an ey e  to p o s t e r i t y ,  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  c o n v e y
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g e n u i n e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  the n o b l e  love o f  a m a n  for hi s  d e a r e s t  friend.

T h e  s h a r e d  s e n t i m e n t s  a r e  n e v e r  vain, n e v e r  c o n d e s c e n d i n g  o r  cynical; they

ar e  h o n e s t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l .  E v e n  w h e n  P e t e r  d e v e l o p s  a r a t h e r  e l a b o r a t e

m e t a p h o r  to a s s u r e  J o h n  o f  h i s  a b i d i n g  love, c o m p a r i n g  it to a s t a r  s e e m i n g

to f a l l  f r o m  th e  sky, y e t  r e m a i n i n g  f o r e v e r  f i xed in the h e a v e n s  ("So, so,

m y  d e a r e s t  f r i e n d ,  h a s  G o d  i m p r e s s e d  the s t a r  of r e c i p r o c a l  love in the
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f i r m a m e n t  of my hear t " ) ,  w e  s e nse a h e a r t f e l t  e m o t i o n  b e n e a t h  the
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r h e t o r i c a l  c o n c e i t ,  J o h n  e v e n  s e n t  a m o r e  e n i g m a t i c  l e t t e r  o f  this k i n d
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to Peter; b u t  m o r e  o f t e n  the d e c l a r a t i o n s  of a f f e c t i o n  w e r e  n o t a b l y  

s i m p l e ,  as w h e n  P e t e r  b l e s s e d  the h o u r  in w h i c h  he m a d e  J o h n  hi s  friend:

M a y  t h a t  d a y  b e  b l e s s e d ,  t h a t  h o u r  n e v e r  p a s s  a w a y  w i t h  the

f a i l i n g  o f  time, in w h i c h  I m a d e  J o h n  my own, in w h i c h  I f o und
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a m o n g  the sons of m e n  s u c h  a friend.



P e t e r  and J o h n  r e c o g n i z e d  the s o u r c e  o f  t h eir f r i e n d s h i p  in C h r i s t ;

t h e i r  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  w e r e  u n i t e d  t h r o u g h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the love of

God. Thus, they often expressed their affection for one another in religious,

e v e n  m o n a s t i c  terms. F o r  exam p l e ,  in a le t t e r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  a c o p y  o f  h i s

Policraticus to Peter, John writes that all the possessions of friends must

b e  s h a r e d  and t h a t  e v e n  t h eir f e e l i n g s  c a n n o t  b e  w i t h h e l d .  "Who d o u b t s , "

he asks, "that things must be shared by those whose spirit is one?" After

c i t i n g  P l a t o  an d  C h a l c i d i u s  as a n c i e n t  e x p o s i t o r s  of this u n i f y i n g  b o n d ,

J o h n  d e c l a r e s  h i m s e l f  P e t e r ' s  friend: "The r e f o r e ,  s i nce I h a v e  p r o f e s s e d

m y s e l f  y o u r  friend, I f r e e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  the s h a r i n g  of p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  

,29
minds. ' Peter, in turn, r e m i n d e d  J o h n  o f  this c l o s e n e s s  o f  m i n d  b e t w e e n  

friends. In e x u b e r a n t  lines, e c h o i n g  the g r e a t  c a n t i c l e  o f  love, he 

exclai m e d :

Y o u  are a g r e a t  p o r t i o n  o f  m y  del i g h t s ;  in y o u  ar e  m y  r i c h e s ;  

y o u  are the g o l d e n  p i l l o w  for m y  head; w o u l d  that, w i t h  C h r i s t  

in o u r  midst, w e  m i g h t  h a v e  a l w a y s  the same p r o x i m i t y  o f  b o d i e s  

• * 30 as minds.

On another occasion, Peter would write that John might find elsewhere greater 

worldly gains, but no keener love than his:

Indeed, you have found for yourself more fruitful gains among 

others, but not greater trust or love. Others can give more, yet 

they cannot love more. For I have shared with you not only my

substance, but also my soul.^

T h e  tw o  f r i e n d s  e n j o y e d  s u c h  a n  i n t i m a t e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e v e n  long a b s e n c e s  c o u l d  n o t  e x t i n g u i s h  it. R a t h e r ,  w e  

o b s e r v e  t h e m  n o u r i s h i n g  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  b y  letters, m u t u a l  aid, p r o m i s e s  

o f  v i s its, and, a b o v e  all, r e m i n i s c e n c e s  of p a s t  joys in e a c h  o t h e r ’s 

company. J o h n  e x p r e s s e d  j u s t  s u c h  a s e n t i m e n t  in a l e t t e r  to P e t e r  c o m 

p o s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  to E n g l a n d ,  in Dec e m b e r ,  1170. A f t e r  

o u t l i n i n q ,  in o m i n o u s  tones, the d a n g e r s  e n c o u n t e r e d  at h o me, J o h n  c o n 

c l u d e d  the m e s s a g e  w i t h  this r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  P e t e r ' s  abbey:

I am s c a r c e l y  a b l e  w i t h o u t  g r oans, sig h s  a n d  t e a r s  to c a l l  to 

m i n d  o u r  d e a r e s t  b r o t h e r s  a n d  l o rds w h o  c o n s t a n t l y  s e r v e  M o s t  

B l e s s e d  R e m i g i u s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  I r e s i d e d  h a p p i l y  a t  t h i s  i m a g e



o f  h e a v e n  w h i l e  I e n j o y e d  the f e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e s e  men, a n d  ex -
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p c r i e n c e d  the k i n d  o f  love w h i c h  w e  long for in e t e r n a l  life.

T h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  P e t e r  a n d  J o h n ' s  f r i e n d s h i p ,  as this p a p e r ’s title

s u g g e s t s ,  w a s  j e s t i n g  a n d  l a u ghter. O f  course, this d e l i g h t f u l  b o n d  w a s

n o t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t r i f l i n g , ^  b u t  b y  an eng a g i n g ,  l i v e l y  wit. The

h u m o u r  w a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s a t i r i c a l ,  a n d  g e n ial. Often, the l a u g h t e r  w a s  at

s o m e o n e ' s  e x p e n s e ,  t h o u g h  n o t  c r u c l l y  so. Once, for exam p l e ,  in the l e t t e r

a c c o m p a n y i n g  a c o p y  o f  h i s  P o l i c r n t i c u s  to Peter, J o h n  a s k e d  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d

r e t u r n  the c o r r e c t e d  t e x t  as soon as p o s s i b l e ,  u n l i k e  " t h a t  thief" (jfur i l l e )

o f  C a n t e r b u r y ,  Br i t o ,  w h o  h a d  r e t a i n e d  a c o p y  for a l o n g  time, p e r h a p s  to

s h o w  it to J o h n ' s  enem i e s .  Th e  a u t h o r  w o u l d  e x p e c t  s u c h  b e h a v i o u r  f r o m

G r e e k s  b u t  n o t  Bretons'. J o h n ’s p u n n i n g  r e p r o a c h e s  are i n t e n d e d  to amu s e

Peter; t h e y  a r e  s u r e l y  n o t  s e r i o u s  i n d i c t m e n t s  o f  Brito, w h o  w a s  a c l ose 
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f r i e n d  o f  J o hn's.

U p o n  r e c e i v i n g  a h u m o r o u s  p a c k e t  f r o m  John, P e t e r  h i m s e l f  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

its tone:

A s  I s a w  y o u r  letters, m y  h e a r t  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  joy, m y  m o u t h

w i t h  l a ughter. Indeed, y o u  h a v e  m i n g l e d  jests w i t h  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r ,

b u t  t h e y  ar e  r e s t r a i n e d  a n d  w i t h o u t  loss o f  d i g n i t y  a n d  mode s t y .
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Y o u r  w i t  is w i t h o u t  injury, y o u r  jests w i t h o u t  m e a n n e s s .

His h e a r t  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  joy at a f r i e n d ' s  g r e e t i n g ,  b u t  h i s  m o u t h  wa s

f i l l e d  w i t h  l a u g h t e r  at J o h n ' s  satire. T h e  l a t t e r  w a s  f o n d  o f  t h a t  genre,

a n d  e m p l o y e d  the w r i t i n g s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s a t i r i s t s  to s c ore c o n t e m p o r a r y

a b u s e s . ^  J a n e t  M a r t i n  h a s  a s s e r t e d  that J o h n  u s e d  s u c h  c l a s s i c a l  m a t e r i a l

w i t h i n  h i s  c i r c l e  o f  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  to r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  s e n s e  of b e i n g  a

small, e l i t e  g r o u p . ^  A l t h o u g h  the a c t u a l  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o m

J o h n  a n d  P e t e r  j o k e d  a b o u t  a r e  o f t e n  b e y o n d  o u r  rec o v e r y ,  d u e  l a r g e l y  to

the p s e u d o n y m s  w h i c h  v e i l e d  them, w e  can d i s c e r n  in the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a
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s p e c i a l  d e l i g h t  in s a t i r i c a l  humour.

N a t u r a l l y ,  the two f r i e n d s  w e r e  fond o f  t e a s i n g  e a c h  other. O n e  of 

t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  th e m e s  w a s  dri n k i n g .  The G a l l i c  a b b o t  l i k e d  to r e m i n d  hi s  

f r i e n d  a c r o s s  the c h a n n e l  a b o u t  the E n g l i s h  r e p u t a t i o n  for i m bibing:

C o n c e r n i n g  y o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  m a n n e r s ,  it is s u f f i c i e n t l y

k n o w n  to me that they are w o n t  to fill, in fact, to o v e r f l o w

t h e i r  p a u n c h e s ,  t h e i r  v e r y  b e l l i e s  w i t h  wine, j u s t  as w i t h  mead,
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w i t h o u t  restra i n t l



Of course, the humour in such teasing is enhanced by Peter's clever exaggera

tion, underscored by the adverbs iino and qu in im o , the verbs im p l e r e  and

s u p e r i n f u n d e r e . And Peter more than once referred to the English penchant
40

for cheap beer, in contrast to the fine wines of France. John would not

be outdone, however. He used a serious occasion, the receipt of Peter's

treatise on the kinds of bread mentioned in Sacred Scripture, for a classic
41

response.

John began by noting that onco before Peter had kindly nourished him, 

poor and in a foreign land. In serious, even sentimental tone, he acknow

ledges the abbot's immense generosity and his own indebtedness. Subtly,

John begins to play on the word broad: Your worthiness procures for me my 

daily bread . . . who would not be refreshed by such an abundance of bread?

. . . who ever gathered together so many kinds of delicious breads? He 

declares that he could wish to swallow them up, crumbs, crusts, and all!

Then, suddenly, wryly, John unfolds the old theme:

Yet, your experience knows that "man does not live by bread 

alone,” and that unceasing application to drinking has made the 

English famous among foreign peoples. Therefore, I think it just 

that you pledge one so surpassingly well fed, and extend the cup 

to him before whom you have set bread. For now I thirst, and 

this devourer of breads may be choked by dryness unless your 

mercy provides me wine. At any rate, wine is more at hand to 

you than beer, which our people commonly call c e r v i s i a .  How

ever, I am a drinker of either, and not loath to anything which 
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can make me t i p s y !

John continues at some length to commcnt on Peter's vineyards and superb

wines, concluding with the remark that it is a custom of Gauls to dismiss

those invited to their tables sober, but never thirsty.

The wholesome camaraderie of these jesting letters testifies to a

friendship of warmth and trust. Sometimes, however, the lighthearted mood

gave way to an honest reproach which no less evidenced the bond of mutual
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respect and affection between close friends. In fact, the main cause of

complaint between these allies was failure to write frequently, a charge
44

borne much more often by John. On occasion, Peter would array his 

reproaches in a series of stinging rhetorical questions: "Perhaps the waves 

of the sea have drowned your greetings? . . . you have no messenger to send?
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. . . you know not where to find me?

After John was elected Bishop of Chartres, the correspondence lapsed

for more than a year, and Peter composed an emotional letter in which he

recalled the "heap of letters" (a c e r v u s  e p i s to la r u m ) testifying to their

old friendshix? (a n t iq u a  n o s t r a  a m i c i t i a ) . He went on to distinguish false

friendship from true, and dismissed the pressures of pastoral care as an

excuse for not writing. He reminded John that abbots are busy too, and

that any profession might claim such a dispensation, finally exclaiming,

"Is there no time for visiting or writing? No time for loving, nor remem-
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b e n n g ?

Even if the criticism stemmed from other reasons, as it did infrequently, 

John and Peter would temper their remarks with guarantees of good will and 

affection. The latter concluded one sharp note taking John (now Bishop of 

Chartres) to task for maltreating the abbot of Sts, Crispin and Crrspinianus 

with these reassurances:

For I judge nothing foreign to me which I feel concerns you. A
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long root is not withered nor wasted by a sudden frost.

A more frequent theme in the letters, by far, is mutual aid. Of course,

this seems intrinsic to friendship. Yet, as Cicero had cautioned, those
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who fashion friendships for utility destroy them. Certainly, the close

bond between Peter and John depended on recognition of kindred spirit, trust,

and respect, not advantage. Their correspondence indicates clearly that the

appeal of one to the other for aid implied no obligation of favour for

favour. Rather, the letters allude to many mutual kindnesses, and John,
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who loathed ingratitude, seems ever-prepared to acknowledge his indebted

ness to his friend.

An exchange of letters in the summer and autumn of 1157 illustrates 

the practical assistance one friend offered the other. Peter reported to 

John a disastrous fire which ruined the priory of Saint Aigulf at Provins 

(a dependent house of Montier-la-Celle). He depicted himself as Job 

("grieving and mourning with blessed Job among the ashes of Saint A i g u l f " ) ^  

attempting to retrieve the ashes scattered by the four winds. Then he 

declared that from England he sought not ashes, but precious fruits of 

charity which his own little bed of spices [John] might bear.~^ He 

developed his analogy of cultivation at length, thus reminding John of how 

diligent he, Peter, had been in nurturing his friend's success. The



letter is ornate, clearly the product of a practised rhetoric. Yet, it is

not false. The author indulges the modus e p i s t o l a r i s , but we sense a

sincerity and affection which have nothing to do with crass flattery. John

certainly accepted the letter in this spirit, for his response was sympa-
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thetic, consolatory, and helpful. In fact, he reported on his efforts to 

secure donations for the priory in two more letters (33 and 34) before the 

end of that year. And Peter wrote again to assure John in the plainest 

terms that he wished to cause his friend no discomfort in carrying out this 

business (negotium):

I am always going to follow your will and do whatever you say,

especially in England. For I am unwilling that this kind of

business, which I do not doubt is a trouble to every decent man,

be a burden to you. For whatever profits they are going to

return, I am going to hold as the basest filth if either your

faith or your modesty have felt the least opposed. Therefore,

I charge, in fact, I adjure your most blessed friendship not to

move a foot from your position of uprightness on my account, but

undoubtedly you will order in return what is just and good in
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your eyes.

John's active political life sometimes placed h im in uncomfortable

circumstances. In all of these, he turned to Peter. We recall that the

abbot had offered him shelter and assistance at the conclusion of his formal

studies in 1148, as he would do again during John's exile from 1164 to 1170.

Another perilous situation developed in 1156, when John provoked the

indignation of Henry II. He immediately confided in Peter. John wrote,

surely with some exaggeration, that the king's anger h ad grown white-hot

against him, and that he alone in the realm was said to diminish the royal 
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majesty. He went on to reveal his intention to flee England, seeking 

refuge in France (presumably with Peter) or at Rome. Fortunately, the 

danger passed quickly, for by the following spring he had been restored 

to f a v o u r . ^  The entire affair remains enigmatic, but what is important 

for our purposes is to note that John had had recourse to Peter without 

delay. In fact, Peter would later reproach his friend for not keeping h im 

abreast of the situation, and John apologized for that.~^

Peter's surviving correspondence indicates that he found several 

occasions on which to address consolatory letters to John. In one such



letter, th e  s a l u t a t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  the genre: Peter, b y  G o d ’s g r a c e  c a l l e d

a b b o t  of the m o n a s t e r y  at Celle, t o  John, h i s  friend, to b e  c o n s o l e d  b y  the

G o d  o f  c o n s o l a t i o n .^  T h e  a u t h o r  w e n t  on to r e s p o n d  to hi s  f r i e n d ' s
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a p p e a l  ("you s e e k  c o n s o l a t i o n ,  s i n c e  y o u  feel d e s o l a t i o n”) w i t h  a se r i e s  

o f  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  the h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  the e x a m p l e  o f  the s u f f e r i n g  

C h r i s t .  A t  a n o t h e r  time, he s u m m o n e d  J o h n  to the p e a c e  a n d  s o l i t u d e  of 

th e  clo i s t e r ,  a f t e r  e m p l o y i n g  at l e n g t h  the a p o c a l y p t i c  i m a g e r y  o f  the
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d e v o u r i n g  d r a g o n  as J o h n ' s  enemy. He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  w o u l d  

e s c a p e  the d r a g o n ' s  t h r e a t s  in the m o n a s t e r y ,  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  

w i t h  a h o s t  o f  s c r i p t u r a l  c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  s o l i t u d o ,6 ^ Again, p e r h a p s  

d u r i n g  th e  p e r i o d  o f  J o h n ' s  d i s f a v o u r  w i t h  the king, P e t e r  e x h o r t e d  hi s  

c o m r a d e  to p e r s e v e r e ,  e v e n  to g r o w  s t r o n g e r  in a d v e r s i t y . 6 "*' In e f fect, he 

d e n i e d  J o h n ' s  n e e d  f o r  c o n s o l a t i o n  b y  a f f i r m i n g  that h i s  s p i r i t  c o u l d  n e v e r  

b e  b r o ken:

B e h o l d  the furn a c e ,  b u t  the g o l d  d o e s  n o t  fear; b e h o l d  the sea, 

b u t  the l e a f  f l o a t s  u p o n  it; b e h o l d  the h a mmer, b u t  the sto n e  is 

n o t  s h a t t e r e d ;  b e h o l d  the win d ,  b u t  M o u n t  S i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  moved; 

b e h o l d  the b a t t l e ,  b u t  the s o l d i e r  h o l d s  hi s  sword. O n e  toils 

w i t h  n e e d l e s s  e x p e n s e  w h o  s t r i v e s  to a s s i s t  the su n  w i t h  torches. 

N o t  so is o u r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  Yet, if a n y  c o n s o l a t i o n  

c a n  c o m e  f r o m  m e  to you, use it as y o u  p l e a s e ,  and, p r e s e n t  and 

a b s ent, I a m  yo u r s ,  a n d  all t h a t  I h a v e  is y o u r s . 6 ^

In al l  t h ese l e t t e r s  w e  o b s e r v e  the a b b o t ' s  counsel, r o o t e d  in S a c r e d  

S c r i p t u r e ,  e x q u i s i t e l y  e x p r e s s e d  an d  s i n c e r e l y  s o l i c i t o u s .  P e t e r ' s  d e e p  

s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  B e n e d i c t i n e , 6 "* f o r m e d  h i s  i d e a  o f  f r i endship. 

T r u e  f r i e n d s h i p  w a s  b o n d e d  b y  love of C h r i s t  an d  b y  the d e s i r e  to e l e v a t e  

the s p i r i t  a l w a y s  t o w a r d  Him. T h i s  v i e w  r e m o v e d  it f r o m  the p r o v i n c e  o f
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b a n a l  s e n t i m e n t s  to a h i g h e r  love w h i c h  L e C l e r c q  has c a l l e d  "amitie pure. 

T h i s  idea, m e t  in Pe t e r ,  a c c o r d e d  p e r f e c t l y  w i t h  J o h n  of S a l i s b u r y ' s  o w n  

p h i l o s o p h y  o f  a m i c i t i a .6 ^

Th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o v i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  P e t e r  an d  J o h n  i n v o l v e d  

t h e m  in a v a r i e t y  o f  m u t u a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  e n d e a v o u r s ,  as the l e tters we 

h a v e  s u r v e y e d  i l l u s t r a t e .  S i n c e  b o t h  w e r e  of s c h o l a r l y  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  the i r  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n e d  u p o n  l e a r n e d  matt e r s .  Peter, as we 

m i g h t  e x pect, w a s  a b i b l i c a l  scholar, w h i l e  J o h n ' s  k n o w l e d g e  of s e c u l a r  

l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  u n s u r p a s s e d  in hi s  a g e . 66 Yet, b o t h  rev e a l  a r e m a r k a b l e



a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  b o t h  s e c u l a r  an d  d i v i n e  letters. J o h n ' s  w r i t i n g s  d i s p l a y  

an i m p r e s s i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the O l d  a n d  Ne w  T e s t a m e n t s a n d  P e t e r  

s e e m s  e n t i r e l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d’s c l a s s i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  T h e i r  

l e t t e r s  are r e p l e t e  w i t h  a l l u s i o n s  to S c r i p t u r e  a n d  t h e  C l a s s i c s .  U n d o u b t 

edly, t h eir f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  such a w i d e  f i eld o f  l e a r n i n g  is t r a c e a b l e  to 

a v i e w  of f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h  p r o m o t e d  C h r i s t i a n  h u m a n i s m .

In a d d i t i o n  to the o m n i p r e s e n t  S c r i p t u r a l  a n d  C l a s s i c a l  a l l u s i o n s  in

t h e  sma l l  c o l l e c t i o n  of l e tters e x c h a n g e d  b y  P e t e r  a n d  J o hn, t h e r e  a p p e a r

e x p l i c i t  r e q u e s t s  fo r  books. J o h n  a s k e d  P e t e r  to s e n d  h i m  a c o m m e n t a r y

b y  H u g h  o f  S a i n t  V i ctor, a n d  lie a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  Boe t h i u s '  De Trinitate■(for

h i s  b r o t h e r ,  R i c h a r d ) . ^  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  he w a s  s e e k i n g  l e t t e r s  of

S a i n t  Bernard, a n d  e v e n  u r g e d  P e t e r  to c o m p o s e  an a n t h o l o g y  of t h e  a b b o t
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o f  C l a i r v a u x ' s  w o r k s  for him.

T h e  two m e n  e x c h a n g e d  t h e i r  o w n  c o m p o s i t i o n s  too, as w e  h a v e  n o t e d  

a bove. P e t e r  a p p e a l e d  to his c o l l e a g u e  for clo s e  s c r u t i n y  a n d  c a n d i d  

c r i t i c i s m  of De Panibus, as J o h n  w o u l d  d o  fo r  hi s  Policraticus.^  T h e r e  is 

s o m e  e v i d e n c e  that the l a t t e r  a l s o  sent hi s  Entheticus de Dogmate Philo- 

sophorum to P e t e r  as well, for in c o m m e n t i n g  on " l e t t e r s "  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  

J o h n  w h i c h  c a u s e d  h i m  b o t h  joy a n d  mirth, P e t e r  b o r r o w e d  a l i n e  f r o m  the 

p o e m  i t s e l f . ^  C e r t a i n l y  the e x t e n d e d  s a t i r i c a l  p a s s a g e s  in the p i e c e  

w o u l d  h a v e  c a u s e d  the l a u g h t e r  w h i c h  so p l e a s e d  the abbot.

The l e t t e r s  o f  P e t e r  and John, t h o u g h  i m b u e d  w i t h  s c h o l a r l y  m a t t e r ,  

ar e  n o t  d i d a c t i c  in tone, no r  p e d a n t i c .  T h e y  are i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  e n g a g i n g ,  

a n d  genuine. T h e  two h a d  b e e n  r e p e l l e d  b y  the i n c i p i e n t  m o v e m e n t  a w a y  f r o m  

th e  b a l a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n  of the t r i v i u m  and quadrivium t o w a r d  the p r e o c c u 

p a t i o n  w i t h  l o g i c - c h o p p i n g  in s c h o o l s  n o w  r e c o g n i z e d  as t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  of 

s c h o l a s t i c i s m .  P e t e r  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  (Ep. 73) to J o h n  d e n o u n c i n g  t h e s e  and 

o t h e r  t e n d e n c i e s  at Paris, w h i l e  J o h n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  hi s  Metalogicon. Thus, 

w h i l e  the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w a s  f r i endly, o f t e n  j e s t i n g  in tone, t h e r e  w a s  

p r e s e n t  a s e r i o u s  purp o s e .  P e t e r  an d  J o h n  w e r e  r e s t l e s s  in t h e i r  p u r s u i t  

o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  truth, a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  c o n s t i t u t e d  

o n e  m e a n s  of a c h i e v i n g  t h o s e  w o r t h y  ends.

Througli t h e m e s  of c o n s o l a t i o n ,  m u t u a l  aid, s c h o l a r l y  r a p p o r t  and, a b o v e  

all, the g o o d  n a t u r e d  jests w h i c h  p e r v a d e  the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  P e t e r  and 

John, a m o d e r n  r e a d e r  g l i m p s e s  a f r i e n d s h i p  of r e m a r k a b l e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e s e  

men, p o s i t i o n e d  a m i d s t  the s w i r l i n g  m o o d s  a n d  m o v e m e n t s  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y  " r e n a i s s a n c e ," u n f o l d  b e f o r e  us a firm, a b i d i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h



o u r  o w n  c y n i c a l  ag e  r a r e l y  s e e m s  to u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a p p r e c i a t e .  In t h e i r

w e l l - o r d e r e d  wo r l d ,  a m a n ' s  love for h i s  f r i e n d s  fou n d  h o n o u r e d  p l a c e  in

t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  v a l ues. T h i s  o u t l o o k ,  in par t ,  c a u s e d  C o l i n  M o r r i s  to
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d e s c r i b e  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  as "the c e n t u r y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p . "  N o n e  b e t t e r  

e x e m p l i f y  the i d e a l  of t r u e  f r i e n d s h i p  t h a n  d o  P e t e r  o f  C e l l e  a n d  J o h n  o f  

S a l i s b u r y .

G r e a t e r  H a r t f o r d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e

N O T E S

^ T h e  l e t t e r s  o f  P e t e r  o f  C e l l e  a r e  in P L  202. J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y ' s

c o l l e c t e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  in two volumes: W.J. M i l l e r ,

H.E. B u t l e r ,  a n d  C.N.L. B r o o k e ,  The L e t t e r s  o f  John o f  S a l i s b u r y  : The

E a r l y  L e t t e r s  (London 1955); W.J. M i l l o r  a n d  C.N.L. B r ooke, The L e t t e r s

o f  John o f  S a l i s b u r y :  The L a t e r  L e t t e r s  (Oxford 1979).

2
De A m i c i t i a  13, 47: s o l e m  e n i m  e m u n d o  t o l l e r e  v i d e n t u r  qu i  a m i c i t i a m  

e v i t a  t o l l u n t ,  qu a  n i h i l  a di s  i m m o r t a l i b u s  m e l i u s  h a b e m u s ,  n i h i l  iu c u n d i u s .

3 T h e  o n l y  m a j o r  s t u d y  o f  P e t e r  to d a t e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n  h i s  s p i r i t u a l i t y :

J e a n  L e C l e r c q ,  La S p i r i t u a l i t é  de  P i e r r e  de  C e l l e  (Paris, 1946).
4

T h e  s e v e r a l  t r e a t i s e s  of P e t e r  o n  m o n a s t i c  life an d  p r a c t i c e s  a p p e a r  

in P L  202. He b e c a m e  a b b o t  o f  St. Rémi in 1162.

^ H.C* H o s k i e r ,  ed., D e  Contemptu Mundi by  Bernard  o f  Morval (London 

1929).

^ T h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  in E p i s t l e s  73, 75, 120 a n d  124 in 

P L  202.

^ Th e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  J o h n  of S a l i s b u r y  is c o n s i d e r a b l e .  P e r h a p s  the 

b e s t  s k e t c h  o f  h i s  life is C.N.L. B r o o k e ' s  in the i n t r o d u c t i o n  to The E a r l y  

L e t t e r s .  Se e  a l s o  H. L i e b e s c h ü t z ,  M edieva l  Humanism in  t h e  L i f e  and 

W r i t i n g s  o f  John o f  S a l i s b u r y  (London 1950). R e c e n t  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e  M a x  

K e r n e r ,  J ohannes  von S a l i s b u r y  und Die l o g i s c h e  S t r u k t u r  s e i n e s  P o l i - 

c r a t i c u s  (Wiesbaden 1977) a n d  K l a u s  Guth, J ohannes  von S a l i s b u r y  (München 

1978).
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M eta lo g ico n  Ill.prol. T he M eta lo g ico n wa s  e d i t e d  b y  C . C . J .  W e b b  

(Oxford 1929).
9

B e r y l  S m a l l e y ,  The B e c k e t  C o n f l i c t  and th e  S c h o o ls (Totowa, N.J. 1973)

102 .

^  T w o  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  h a v e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  J o h n ' s  i n f l u e n c e :  

A m n o n  Linder, ’’The K n o w l e d g e  of Jo h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  in the L a t e  M i d d l e  A g e s , "  

S t u d i  M e d ie v a l i 18 (1977) 315-66; W a l t e r  ul l m a n n ,  " John o f  S a l i s b u r y ' s  

P o l i c r a t i c u s  in th e  L a t e r  M i d d l e  A g e s , "  in G e s c h ic h t s s c h r e ib u n g  und 

G e i s t i g e s  Leben im  M i t t e l a l t e r , ed. K. H a u c k  u n d  H. M o r d e k  ( C o l o g n e /

V i e n n a  1978).

J.J.N. Mc G u r k ,  "John o f  S a l i s b u r y , "  H i s t o r y  Today ( J anuary 1975) 40.

12
J o h n ' s  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  v i c e s  a p p e a r s  c h i e f l y  in the

P o l i c r a t i c u s  s i v e  de N ug is  C u r ia l iu m f ed. C.C.J. Webb, 2 v o l s . (Oxford

1909) a n d  in the e l e g i a c  p oem, " E n t h e t i c u s  de D ogmate P h i l o s o p h o r u m , "

ed. R o n a l d  E. Pepin, T r a d i t i o  (1975) 127-93.

^  C.N.L. Brooke, The T w e l f t h  C en tury  R e n a is s a n ce (New Y o r k  1969) 74;

N o r m a n  F. C a n t o r ,  M edieva l  H i s t o r y  (New Y o r k  1969) 356.

14
J o h n  d i e d  on O c t o b e r  25, 1180, P e t e r  o n  M a r c h  10, 1183. S ee E. de 

L e p i n o i s  et L. M e r l e t ,  " N e c r o l o g i u m  E c c l e s i a e  B e a t a e  M a r i a e  C a r n o t e n s i s ," 

C a r t u l a i r e  de  N o tre  Dame de C h a r t r e s 3 (Chartres 1862-65) 202 ff.

^  D e  P a nibus is in P L  202. 927 ff.; H i s t o r i a  P o n t i f i c a l i s  h a s  b e e n  

e d i t e d  b y  M a r j o r i e  C h i b n a l l  (New Y o r k  1956).

^  B r o o k e  in The E a r l y  L e t t e r s  (at n. 1) xvii. J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  h i m 

s e l f  in f o r m s  us t h a t  he s t u d i e d  o n  the c o n t i n e n t  for so m e  t w e l v e  y e a r s ,

f r o m  1136 to ca. 1148. Se e  M eta lo g ico n 11.10.

17
B rooke, loc. cit.

18 E p i s t .  361 (PL 182. 502).

19
See the l e t t e r  o f  P e t e r  to the a b b o t  of St. Amand, no. 1 43 in The

L a te r  L e t t e r s .
20

R.L. Poole, I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  th e  H i s t o r y  o f  M edieva l  Thought and

L e a rn in g  (repr. N e w  Y o r k  1960) 186.

21
No. 33 in The E a r l y  L e t t e r s : " V e s t r u m  n a m q u e  m u n u s  e s t  q u o d  r e v e r s u s

s u m  in t e r r a m  n a t i v i t a t i s  m e a e . "

22
No. 304 in The L a te r  L e t t e r s .

23
A e l r e d ' s  De S p i r i t u a l i  A m ic i t ia  (PL 195) is l a r g e l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  

C i c e r o’s t)e A m i c i t i a  a c c o r d i n g  to P. D e l haye, " Deux A d a p t a t i o n s  d u  De 

A m i c i t i a  de C i c e r o n  a u  X I I6 s i e c l e , "  R ech erch e s  de  T h e o lo g ie  a n c ie n n e  et



m e d ie v a le  15 (1948) 304-31. Re c e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  A e l r e d  i n c l u d e  A. S q u i r e ,  

A e l r e d  o f  R i e v a u l x : A S t u d y  (Kalamazoo 1981) an d  J a m e s  M c E voy, "Notes on 

the P r o l o g u e  o f  St. A e l r e d  o f  R i e v a u l x ' s  'De S p i r i t u a l i  A m i c i t i a , '  w i t h  a

T r a n s l a t i o n , "  T r a d i t i o  (1981) 396-411.

24
N o  s t u d i e s  d e v o t e d  to the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  P e t e r  a n d  J o h n  h a v e  b e e n  

p u b l i s h e d ,  t h o u g h  B r o o k e ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  (at n. 1) i n c l u d e  b r i e f  o v e r v i e w s  

a n d  a n a l y s e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  p i e c e s .  See a l s o  S y d n e y  Ev a n s ,  " J ohn o f  Salisbury:

A  M a n  o f  L e t t e r s , "  The H a tc h er  R ev iew 7 (19 79) 3-18. T h e r e  is a s h o r t  

c h a p t e r  o n  P e t e r ' s  l e t t e r s  ("Les L e t t r e s  D'Amitié") in L e C l e r c q  (at n. 3), 

b u t  the a u t h o r  d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  tho s e  s e n t  to J o h n  o f  Sa l i s b u r y .  D o m  L e C l e r c q  

a l s o  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m o n a s t i c  e p i s t l e s  q e n e r a l l y  in The Love o f  Learning- and

t h e  D e s i r e  f o r  God (New Y o r k  1974) 220-28.

25 E p i s t . 67 (PL 2 0 2.513): "Sic, sic, mi c h a r i s s i m e ,  e x  q u o  Deus in

f i r m a m e n t o  c o r d i s  n o s t r i  s t e l l a m  am o r i s  m u t u i  i m p r e s s i t  . . . ."

C o l i n  M o r r i s  d i s c u s s e s  the e l a b o r a t e  i m a g e r y  c o m m o n l y  e m p l o y e d  in

e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  a t  this time in The D isc o v ery  o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l ,

1050-1200 (London 1972) 97-107.

27
S e e  B r o o k e ’s d i s c u s s i o n  of E p i s t .  112 on p a g e s  x l v i i - 1  in The E a r ly

L e t t e r s .
2 8 E p i s t . 68 (P,L 2 0 2.514): "Dies i l i a  si t  b e n e d i c t a ,  h o r a  n u n q u a m  p e r -

t r a n s e a t  c u m  d e f e c t u  t e mporis, q u a  J o a n n e m  m e u m  feci, q u a  t a l e m  et t a n t u m

a m i c u m  in filiis h o m i n u m  a p p r e h e n d i . "  In E p i s t . 70, P e t e r  w r o t e  in a

s i m i l a r  vein: " F e l i x  a n i m a  mea, q u a e  t a l e m  p e p e r i t ,  vel saltern r e p e r i t

amicum. D o m i n e  D e u s  cordis m e i , tuus e r a t  J o a n n e s , et mihi euro d e d i s t i . "

29
No. Ill in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s :  " C u m  e r g o  me vob i s  a m i c u m  esse p r o f e s s u s  

sim, p a r t i c i p i u m  r e r u m  et a n i m o r u m  libens a g n o s c o  . . .

E p i s t . 69 (PL 2 0 2.515): "Tu a u t e m  p a r s  m a g n a  d e l i c i a r u m  m e a r u m ,  in 

te o p e s  meae; t u  c a p i t i s  mei r e c l i n a t o r i u m  aureum; u t i n a m  c o r p o r u m  e a d e m  

s e m p e r  m e d i a n t e  C h r i s t o  p r o p i n q u i tas esset, q u a e  a n i m o r u m . "  Cf. C a n t i c l e  

o f  C a n t i c l e s  310.

^  E p i s t . 72 (PL 202. 519): " E q u i d e m  tibi f e c u n d i o r a  l u c r a  a p u d  ali o s

r e p e r i s t i ,  s e d  n o n  fidem, s e d  n o n  amorem. P l u s  q u i d e m  d o n are, no n  tamen

p l u s  p o s s u n t  amare. C o m m u n i c a v i  na m q u e  tibi n o n  s o l u m  s u b s t a n t i a m ,  s e d  et

a n i m a m . "

32
No. 304 in The L a te r  L e t t e r s :  " K a r i s s i m o s  a u t e m  fratres n o s t r o s  et 

d o m i n o s ,  q u i  b e a t i s s i m o  R e m i g i o  i u g i t e r  famul a n t u r ,  v i x  sine g e m i t u  et 

s u s p i r i i s  a u t  m a d o r e  l a c r i m a r u m  p o s s u m  ad a n i m u m  re v o c a r e ,  r e c o l e n s  me 

q u o d d a m  i n s t a r  p a r a d i s i  f e l i c i t e r  I n c oluisse, d u m  i l l o r u m  p r a e s e n t i a



fru e b a r  et c a r i t a t i s  e x p e r i e b a r  i m a g i n e m  q u a e  in a e t e r n a  v i t a  s p e r a t u r . "

33
Jo h n  h a d  n o  p a t i e n c e  w i t h  "nuqae" as is i m m e d i a t e l y  e v i d e n t  to the

r e a d e r  of his F o l i c r a t i c u s  s i v e  de N ug is  C u r ia l iu m  a n d  the l o n g e r  E n t h e t i c u s .
34

J o h n  h a i l e d  B r i t o  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  in the E n t h e t i c u s  (1667-70) an d  in 

the s h o r t e r  p o e m  o f  that title i n t r o d u c i n g  the F o l i c r a t i c u s  (p. 7 o f  W e b b ' s  

e d i t i o n ,  vol. I). D u r i n g  the B e c k e t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  J o h n  w o u l d  ad d r e s s  

s e v e r a l  l etters (nos. 242, 243, 245, 247 in The L a t e r  L e t t e r s )  to B r i t o ,  

no w  s u b p r i o r  o f  C h r i s t  Church, C a n t e r b u r y ,  i n f o r m i n g  h i m  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

and r e p r o a c h i n g  the c o m m u n i t y  o f  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  for n e g l e c t  in s u p p o r t i n g  

the A r c h bishop.

^  E p i s t . 59 (pl 202.515): "Ut vidi l i t t e r a s  t u a s , cor m e u m  jubilo, os

m e u m  impletuin e s t  risu. M i s c u i s t i  s i q u i d e m  j o c o s  seriis, se d  t e m p e r a t o s

e t  sine d e t r i m e n t o  d i g n a t i o n i s  et v e r e c u n d i a e .  S a l e s  tui sine d e n t e  sunt,

joci sine v i l i t a t e . "

R o n a l d  E. Pepi n ,  "John o f  S a l i s b u r y ' s  E n t h e t i c u s  a n d  the C l a s s i c a l

T r a d i t i o n  of S a t i r e , "  F lo r i l e g iu m  3 (1981).

37
J a n e t  M a r t i n ,  "Uses o f  Trad i t i o n :  Ge l l i u s ,  P e t r o n i u s ,  a n d  J o h n  o f

S a l i s b u r y , "  V ia t o r  10 (1979) 6 8.

See, for ex a m p l e ,  E p i s t l e s  111 a n d  112 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s .  B r o o k e  

c o m m e n t s  on the p s e u d o n y m s  in t hese l e t t e r s  in the i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  x l v i i i -

xlix.

39
E p i s t .  125 (PL 202.5 7 4 ) :  "De g ente tua e t  mo r i b u s ,  mihi s a t i s  n o t u m  

est, q u i a  u t r e s , i m o  v e n t r e s  s u o s  s o l e n t  im p l e r e ,  q u i n i m o  s u p e r i n f u n d e r e ,

t a m  de v i n o  q u a m  de m u l s o , s i n e  r e p r e h e n s i o n e ."

40 E p i s t . 123 (PL 202.573): " S o l e n t  e n i m  t u n c  fecundi c a l i c e s  t a m  a p u d  

vos, q u a m  a p u d  nos, n o v a  e t  v e t e r a  d i c e r e  e t  facere. S e d  de h is t a c e a m u s , 

ne v e s t r a t e s  i r a s c a n t u r ,  qu i  p o t u  v i l i o r i  no n  m i n u s  i n e b r i a n t u r ,  q u a m  n o s -

t rat e s  vi n o  m e r a c i s s i m o ."

41
No. 33 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s  55-58.

42
Ibid.: " C e t e r u m  n o v i t  e x p c r i e n t i a  ves t r a ,  q u i a  n o n  in s o l o  p a n e  

v i v i t  h o m o , 1 et q u o d  p o t a t i o n i s  a s s i d u i t a s  a p u d  e x t e r a s  n a t i o n e s  f e c i t  

A n g l o s  insignes. U n d e  i u s t u m  a r b i t r o r  ut e g r e g i e  c i b a t o  p r o p i n e t i s ,  et 

cui a p p o s u i s t i s  e t  pan e m ,  p o r r i g a t i s  e t  po c u l u m .  I a m  e n i m  sitio, p o t e r o q u e  

v o r a t o r  p a n u m  in s i c c i t a t e  s t r a n g u l a r i ,  ni s i  d e m e n t i a  v e s t r a  m i c h i  v i n u m  

p r o v i d e a t .  H o c  u t i q u e  v obis p a r a t i u s  e s t  q u a m  caelia, q u a e  a n o s t r a t i b u s  

u s u  v u l g a r i  c e r v i s i a  n u n c u p a t u r .  E g o  t a m e n  u t r i u s q u e  b i b a x  sum, e t  n on 

a b h o r r e o  q u i c q u i d  i n e b r i a r e  p o t e s t . "



In no. 31 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s ,  J o h n  g r a t e f u l l y  r e s p o n d e d  to on e  of

P e t e r ' s  r e p r o a c h e s :  " I n c r e p a t i o n i s  e r g o  v e s t r a e  q u e r e l a s  g r a t a n t e r  a c c e p i . "

44
J o h n  m a d e  e x c u s e s  in s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  (e.g. nos. 32, 304, 310) for

n o t  w r i t i n g  to Peter.

45 E p i s t .  72 (PL 2 0 2.518): "Hoc u n u m  p e r p e n d o ,  q u o d  l i t t e r a r u m  t u a r u m  

a d  no s  r a r i s s i m a  p e r v e n i t  s a l u tatio. Et for t a s s i s  f l u ctus m a r i n i  h o c  

f a c i u n t ?  . . . R u r s u s  quern m i t t a s  non h a b e s ?  . . . I g n o r a s  q u o  m e  r e q u i r e r e

de b e a s ? "

46 E p i s t .  1 1 8  (PL 2 0 2.568): " N u l l u m  fuit te m p u s  v a c uum, ve l  ven i e n d i ,

vel s c r i b e n d i ,  n u n q u i d  a m a n d i ?  n u n q u i d  r e c o r d a n d i ? "

47 E p i s t .  120 (PL 202 . 5 7 0 ) :  "Nam a me n i h i l  a l i e n u m  a e s t i m o ,  q u i d q u i d  

de v o b i s  s e n s e r o .  R a d i x  e n i m  l o n g a e v a  p r u i n a  s u b i t a  n o n  ares c i t ,  n e q u e  

m a r c e s c i t . "  J o h n  m u s t  h a v e  w a r m l y  r e c e i v e d  t h ese ec h o e s  o f  T e r e n c e  and

E c c l e s i a s t i c u s .

48 De A m i c i t i a  14, 51: "Atque e t i a m  m i h i  q u i d e m  v i d e n t u r ,  q u i  u t i l i t a t i s

c a u s a  f i n g u n t  a m i c i t i a s ,  a m a b i l i s s i m u m  n o d u m  a m i c i t i a e  tol l e r e . "

49
J o h n  d e n o u n c e s  i n g r a t i t u d e  in the lo n g e r  E n t h e t i c u s , 9 0 7 - 8  e t  p a s s im .

^  E p i s t . 68 (PL 2 0 2.514): "Ecce in c i n e r i b u s  b e a t i  A i g u l f i  c u m  b e a t o

Job l u g e n s  e t  d o l e n s  . . . ."

^  P e t e r ' s  i m a g e  (areola a r omatis) is t a k e n  f r o m  the C a n t i c l e  o f  C a n t i c l e s

5:13 a n d  6:1, a f a v o r i t e  s o u r c e  for m o n a s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  f r i endship. See

M o r r i s  (at n. 26) 106.

52
No. 32 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s  52-54.

^  E p i s t .  74 (PL 2 0 2 .521): "Ad n u t u m  e n i m  t u u m  s e m p e r  f a c t u r u s  sum,

p r a e c i p u e  in A n g l i a ,  q u i d q u i d  dixeris. N e q u e  e n i m  v o l o  tibi e s s e  o n e r i  ho c

genus n e g o t i i ,  q u o d  o m n i  h o n e s t o  v i r o  m o l e s t u m  esse no n  dubito. C u j u s c u n q u e

n a m q u e  e m o l u m e n t i  l u c r a  r e p o r t a t u r i  sint, p r o  v i l i s s i m o  s t e r c o r e  h a b i t u r u s

sum, si vel a d  m o d i c u m  fides, vel p u d o r  faciei tuae c o n t r a  s e n s e r i n t .

M a n d o  i g i t u r ,  im o  a d j u r o  a m i c i t i a m  t u a m  s a n c t i s s i m a m ,  ne de s t a t u  r e c t i t u d i -

nis tuae p r o p t e r  me p e d u m  m o v e  as , s e d  q u o d  jus turn et b o n u m  in o c u l i s  tuis

fuerit, i n d u b i t a n t e r  re m a n d e s . "

54
No. 19 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s : " S e r e n i s s i m i  domini, p o t e n t i s s i m i  regis, 

i n v i c t i s s i m i  p r i n c i p i s  n o s t r i  t o t a  in me i n c a n d u i t  i n d i g n a t i o  . . . solus in 

r e g n o  r e g i a m  d i c o r  m i n u e r e  m a i e s t a t e m . "

^  See n u m b e r s  20-21, 27- 3 1  in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s .  The c h r o n o l o g y  o f  

these e v e n t s  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  Giles C o n s t a b l e ,  "The A l l e g e d  D i s g r a c e  

of J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  in 1159," E n g l i s h  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 69 (1954) 67-76.



No. 31 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s : "Red hoc, ut s c r i b i t i s ,  r e n u n t i a s s e  

d e b u e r a m . "  P e t e r ' s  l e t t e r  h a s  no t  survived.

E p i s t . 71 (PL 202.517): "P. Dei g r a t i a  C e l l e n s i s  m o n a s t e r i i  d i c t u s

abbas, Jo a n n i  a m i c o  suo, a D e o  to t i u s  c o n s o l a t i o n i s  c o n s o l a r i . "

58
Ibid.: " Q u aeris, i n quam, c o n s o l a t i o n e m ,  q u i a  se n t i s  d e s o l a t i o n e m . "

59
A p o c a l y p s e  12:3 ff.

60 E p i s t .  75 (PL 2 0 2 . 5 2 1 - 2 2 ) .  L e C l e r c q  (at n. 24) d e s c r i b e s  s u c h

"v o c a t i o n "  l e t ters on pp. 224-28.

61
E p i s t .  125 (PL 202.574). P e t e r  b e g i n s  w i t h  these wo r d s :  " N u n q u a m  

p u l s u m  t u u m  in litte r i s  a te r e c e p t i s  inaeq u a l e m ,  aut c i t a t u m  de s u p e r -  

v e n i e n t e  febre regiae c o m m o t i o n i s  d e p r e h e n d o ."

Ibid.: "Ecce c a m i n u s , s e d  n o n  t i met aurum; ecce mare, s e d  s u p e r n a t a t  

folium; ecce m a l l e u s ,  s e d  no n  c o n f r i n g i t u r  a d a m a s ; e c c e  v e n t u s , s e d  mons 

S i o n  n o n  c o m m o v e b i t u r ; ecce p r a e l i u m ,  s e d  m i les ten e t  gladium. S u p e r v a c u i s  

i m p e n d i i s  laborat, qui s o l e m  f a cibus n i t i t u r  adjuvare. N o n  i s t a  e t  s c i e n t i a  

et e x p e r i e n t i a .  Si q u a  t a m e n  tibi e x  me p o t e s t  fieri c o n s o l a t i o ,  u t e r e  ut 

libet, e t  p r a e s e n s  e t  a b s e n s , tuus sum, et o m n i a  m e a  t u a  su n t . "

^  L e C l e r c q  (at n. 24) 11.

64
L e C l e r c q  (at n. 3) 17.

65
J o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  has no t  left a formal s t a t e m e n t  on f r i e n d s h i p ,  b u t  

in a le t t e r  (no. 97 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s )  to an u n i d e n t i f i e d  r e c i p i e n t  he 

c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e s  its i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  in hi s  life.

M o d e r n  s c h o l a r s  r e p o r t  J o h n ' s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a l m o s t  

e n t i r e l y  in s u p e r l a t i v e s .  See, for e x a m p l e ,  D o m  D a v i d  K n o w l e s ,  The E v o l u t io n  

o f  M edieval  Thought (New York 1962) 135.; C.H. H a s k i n s ,  The R e n a is s a n c e  o f  

t h e  1 2 th  C en tury (repr. C l e v e l a n d  1966) 99-101; F r e d e r i c k  Art z ,  R en n a is sa n ce
Humanism (Kent, O h i o  1966) 7-9.

67
J o h n  c o m p o s e d  a famous l e t t e r  (no. 209 in The L a te r  L e t t e r s )  to He n r y ,

C o u n t  o f  C h a m p a g n e ,  on the c a n o n  o f  S a c r e d  Scripture.

68
No. 34 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s  59-62.

69
No. 31 in The E a r ly  L e t t e r s  49-51.

P e t e r ' s  l e t t e r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  De P anibus is p r i n t e d  in P L  202. 927-30; 

J o h n  s e n t  the P o l i c r a t i c u s  to P e t e r  w i t h  no. Ill in The E a r l y  L e t t e r s  ISO-

82.

E n t h e t i c u s  1601.

72
Se e  the p e n e t r a t i n g  e s s a y  b y  R o n a l d  Sharp, F r i e n d s h i p , "  The Kenyon 

Review 2,2n.s. (1980) 1-3.
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73 
Horr is (a t n. 26) 96 . The author discusses twelfth- cen tury views 

o f friendship on pp. 96-107, though hI"! docs not mention Pe ter o f Celle o r 

John o f Salisbury . 


