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The Story of Florentius, The Legate from Spain 

My grandfather, many years ago, had built a basilica in 

honour of blessed Martin the priest. When it was finished and 

decorated with choice workmanship, he sent some clerics in holy 

orders to Tours to seek out relics of the priest . . . . When 

that had been done he carne every day, and prostrating himself 

alone with his wife, he s o ught the help of the holy priest. Some 

time after this child was born. But when it was only three months 

old, it was stricken with a fever and so weakened that it was 

unable to suck the teat or take any food at all. All this time, 

as the disease progressed, the baby refused to eat, but kept 

struggling for br e ath; nothing remained but to await its d eath. 

And it was not long before the baby breathed its last. Then its 

mother, grief-stricken at the death of her only and first-born 

child, together with the grandmother, took the little bcdy in 

their arms and placed it already lifeless before the altar of the 

blessed Martin. But their hope never failed. And, as if they 

could see the saint with their own eyes, grandfather spoke up and 

said: "Our hope was very great, most blessed confessor, when we 

brought your relics here, relics by which diseases are driven 
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away, fevers extinguished, the darkness put to flight (and other 

infirmities cured). For wp had read many accounts concerning you, 

of deeds which you had done while still alive or d e eds which you 

worked after your passing. We heard that you raised the dead by 

your prayer, drove away leprosy with your kiss, cured the possessed 

by a word, constrained infe ction with your finger -- and many 

other things as well. Here too your holy power (virtus) will 

appear, if even now, respoll,;ing to our faith, you will revive this 

little one. But if you do not do so we will not bend our necks 

h e r e again, we will not light a lamp, nor will we give you any 

hono ur b y o ur grateful support (gratiam)." So saying, they left 

the infant before the altar, and went away. When morning came they 

returne d and found him turned towards the altar. In amazement, 

his mother took him up in her arms and, seeing that he had begun 

to breathe again, she put him to her breast; straightway he drank 

up her milk and grew strong. Then his mother with his father and 

the whole household raised their voices to the heavens, blessed 

God, and said: "Now we know that you, God, are indeed great and 

you alone work wonders, for you have restored to us our little 

ch ild, by the prayer of your holy confessor." And they showed 

even greater reverence at that place than they had done before 

(Gregory of Tours, De Virtutibl/s S. Martini 3,8). 

It has become common to speak of the "transformation" of Late Antiquity; 

and it is indee d useful to conceive of historical change in such a fashion. 

Unfortunately such concepts often lack clarity. The direction which we must 

take, if we are to achieve a clearer understanding of this transformation, 

was first indicated by Peter Brown in his fundamental study of the rise and 

function of the Holy Man in Late I\ntiquity.l Since that study was first 

published Brown has devoted considerahle effort to explicating the role of 

Holy ~len in the making of Late Antiquity.2 In these studies we have been 

presented with new models of social change, supported by a wealth of vivid 

detail. Holy men and saints have achieved a new -- and deserved -- notoriety. 

I am not convinced that due attention has yet been paid to the social pro

cesses in which these "great friellds of God" played an essential role. Yet 

it seems that concern for these procpsses is at the heart of Brown's work. 

Bro .... 'Il has suggested that Holy Men served as the pivot of that great 



t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  g a v e  b i r t h  to C h r i s t e n d o m .  M u c h  r e m a i n s  to b e  i l l u m 

i n a t e d  here; th e  L i f e  o f  S t .  M art in w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be a f o c u s  of that 

s t u d y . ^  Brown ha s  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  that there w as an e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  a s s o c 

iati o n  b e t w e e n  the c u l t  o f  t h e  s a i n t s  a n d  the ro l e  of b i s h o p s  in the L a t i n
4

w est. T h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  f u r t h e r  i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  M a r t i n  

H e i n z e l m a n n 1s s t u d y  of e p i s c o p a l  p o w e r  in G a u l , ^  is the s u b j e c t  of this 

paper; it w i l l  f ocus o n  the c u l t  o f  St. M a r t i n  as r e v e a l e d  in the w o r k  of 

G r e g o r y  o f  Tour s .

A n  e a r l i e r  s t u d y  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  to e x a m i n e  the f u n c t i o n  o f  the s a i n t  as

6
p a t r o n  in the w o r k  of Gr e g o r y ,  w i t h  e s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to St. Martin.

C e r t a i n  c o n c l u s i o n s  e m e r g e d  c l e a r l y  f r o m  that study, c o n c l u s i o n s  w h i c h  h a d  

the e f f e c t  o f  s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  in some d e t a i l  the m o d e l  p r o p o s e d  b y  Brown. 

Firs t ,  t he " m i r a c u l o u s "  e l e m e n t  in G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t  m u s t  n o t  be a l l o w e d  to 

d i s t r a c t  m o d e r n  readers; m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  to ou r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the 

s a i n t ' s  r o l e  is c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of th e  soci a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a nd the role of the s a i n t s  therein. F r o m  this p o i n t  of view, 

s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  a p p e a l s  to M a r t i n  

a re the w e a k n e s s  o f  the a p p e l l a n t s ,  t h e i r  n e e d  for a str o n g  p a t r o n ,  a nd the 

r o l e  o f  the s a i n t  in s a t i s f y i n g  that n e e d  (not to o v e r l o o k  the r o l e  o f  the 

b i s h o p  a s  the s a i n t ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o n  earth). Th i s  need c o u l d  m a n i f e s t  

i t s e l f  in an e x p e r i e n c e  of d i s ease, o r  d e m o n i c  p o s s e s s i o n ,  t o  b e  sure, b u t  

a l s o  -- p e r h a p s  e v e n  m o r e  so —  in a n  e x p e r i e n c e  of the a b u s e  o f  p o w e r  w h i c h  

t he s a i n t  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to r emedy. T h o  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  G r e g o r y  u s e s  is d r a w n  

f r o m  t he t e c h n i c a l  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  R o m a n  p a t r o c i n i u m , u s e d  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  

c o r r e c t l y .  E v e n  mo r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  is C r e g o r y ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o u r :  

a p p e a l i n g  to th e  s a i n t  is a r i t u a l i z e d  a c t i o n  in w h i c h  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

a n d  t he m a n n e r  o f  t he app e a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  its o u t c o m e ,  ar e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  

custom. F r o m  this c a r e f u l  r e a d i n g  of G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t ,  M a r t i n  e m e r g e s  as 

a s p i r i t u a l  e q u i v a l e n t  of a s e c u l a r  p a t r o n  —  a n d  a l s o  h i m s e l f  a p a t r o n u s  

in th e  s e c u l a r  sphere, c o n t r o l l i n g  p e o p l e ,  services, a n d  land. T h a t  study, 

h o w e v e r ,  h a d  c e r t a i n  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  w e a k n e s s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  d i f f i c u l t  to avoid: 

it w a s  a r a t h e r  "s t a t i c "  a n a l y s i s .  F o r  the p u r p o s e s  o f  a p r e l i m i n a r y  s tudy 

th e  De V i r t u t i b u s  S .  M a r t in i (VSM) w a s  t r e a t e d  as a h o m o g e n e o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  

of "case r e c o r d s "  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to the c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of the 

w o r k  —  th e  f a c t  that it w a s  w r i t t e n  o v e r  a t w e n t y - y e a r  p e r i o d ,  d u r i n g  

w h i c h  G r e g o r y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  or p e r c e p t i o n ,  o f  M a r t i n ' s  role m i g h t  w e l l  be 

e x p e c t e d  to h a v e  changed, e s p e c i a l l y  if the cu l t  o f  the s a i n t  w a s  s till a
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somewhat novel phenomenon, subject to being "developed" by the activity of 

the Bishop. 

The pI un of the present poper is somewhat different: it begins with 

close attention to the nature and structure of VSM. That work (as we have it 

and as it came from Gregory's hand) consists of four books with 207 chapters, 

most of which recount, in the manner of a modern social worker's case notes, 

usually the experience of a single person who appealed to Martin for help. 

As the accompanying Synopsis (be low Pl'. 54-60) mak es clear, Bk. 1, 1-6, 

contains an acco unt of ~,rtin'~ life, death, and translation as it was known 

to Gregory fro m the work of predecessnrs, supplemented by tradition. Bk. 1, 

7-40, recount s some deeds which Martin worked in Gregory 's youth (from ca. 

544 to 573) and known to him from contemporary witnesses. The rest of the 

work (VSM 2, 1-60; 3,1-60; 4, 1-47) recounts the deeds of Martin from the 

time of Gregory' s ordinati.on as Bishop of Tours (/lug. 20 , 573) until shortly 

before his death (which occurred on Nov. 17, 594) , as they were witnessed 

by Gregory himself or carefully collected from eyewitnesses. That is, VSM 

is a running collection of the deeus of St. Martin recorde d by Gregory as 

they happened over some twenty years. This clearly emerges from Gregory's 

own explicit description of his procedure and from the chronological struc

ture of his work. This being so, we may formulate an obvious question: 

does Gregory's view of the saint's function change over these twenty years? 

If 50 , in what way, and why? An hypothesis of close episcopal control over 

the cult of saints and of active E'piscopal involvement in the "development" 

of the cult s uggests, if it does not require, that the cult show some change 

over the course of time -- unless, of course, it had already received its 

definitive form by the mid sixth century. In any case, it is worthwhile 

to avail ourselves of this unusual collection to study the interaction 

between t.he saint ly pat.ron and tho~e who appeal t.o him, between the saint 

and Gregory, as appellant himself, as witness, as Bishop in charge of the 

cult, and as recorder of Martin's deeds. 

First, some more words about the chronological structure of VSM . Here 

for the most Ihlrt it suffices to follow the lead of Krusch, the editor of 

VSM in the standard edition.
7 

Most of Krusch's chronological annotations 

are straightforward, arising from the text itself; occasionally he brings 

to bear evidence from other sources. The chronolog ical structure which he 

has established can often be elaboratrd and extended by inference , to which 

I have resorteu rather freely. From this a c lear picture emerges, as the 



S y n o p s i s  r e v e a l s  (left h a n d  side): VSM l, 7-40, r e c o r d  d e e d s  of St. M a r t i n  

f r o m  ca. 544 to 573; 8 o u t  of 34 c h a p t e r s  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  a l l o w s  

some c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the d a t i n g  o f  the i n c i d e n t s  r e ported. But 

G r e g o r y  w a s  not yet B i s h o p  of Tours; m o r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of his m e t h o d  

a f t e r  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  is VSM 2, 1-60. Here we h a v e  d e e d s  w h i c h  M a r t i n  w o r k e d  

f r o m  573 to 501; o u t  of 60 cha p t e r s ,  31 h a v e  some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  date. O n l y  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  is the year given; m o r e  o f t e n  t h ere is e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e  to a 

f e a s t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  (dates e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e s  are u n d e r 

l i n e d  o n  the Synopsis). S o m e  a m b i q u i t y  a r i s e s  from G r e g o r y ' s  usual f a i l u r e  

t o d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  the two fe a s t s  o f  M a r t i n  (Nov. 11 an d  J u l y  4). B u t  

s i n c e  the c o l l e c t i o n  is a r r a n g e d  in c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence, it s e ems r e a s o n 

a b l e  to a s s i g n  e v e n t s  to one o r  o t h e r  of t h e s e  feast d a y s  as the sequ e n c e  

s e e m s  to require. Th e  same p r o c e d u r e  can b e  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  VSM 3, 1-60, 

(dea l i n g  w i t h  a s u b s e q u e n t  p e r i o d  a f t e r  581 a n d  b e f o r e  588) a n d  w i t h  VSM 4 

(r e c o r d i n g  e v e n t s  a f t e r  587, a p p a r e n t l y ,  b e f o r e  the r e c o r d  w a s  a b b r e v i a t e d  

b y  G r e g o r y ’s d e a t h  in 594). A l t h o u g h  o n l y  e l e v e n  d e e d s  of M a r t i n  are 

e x p l i c i t l y  d a t e d  to s p e c i f i c  y e a r s  in G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t ,  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  d a t e s  e s t a b l i s h e s  a f r a m e w o r k  for the wh o l e .  A n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  d a t i n g  

o f  o n e  e v e n t  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  this sc h e m a  is c o n f i r m e d  b y  a n  a p p a r e n t  r e f e r e n c e  

to th e  s a m e  e v e n t  in a n o t h e r  so u r c e  (usually G r e g o r y ' s  H i s t o r y  —  see e.g.

VSM 3, 17, 34; 4,7; cf. 2, 17, 27; 3, 15, 60). O n l y  o n c e  d o  w e  h a v e  e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  G r e g o r y  has r e p o r t e d  a n  e v e n t  o u t  of s e q u e n c e  (3, 9 d a t e d  to 573?) an d  

t h i s  c o n c e r n s  the c u r i n g  of hi s  o w n  m o t her. L i k e w i s e ,  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  

o f  th e  two fe a s t s  o f  Martin, G r e g o r y  is v e r y  s p e c i f i c  in hi s  r e f e r e n c e s  to 

the l i t u r g i c a l  c a l e n d a r  (Christmas, E p i p h a n y ,  Easter, F e a s t  of St. John).

In a d d i t i o n  m a n y  e v e n t s  are d a t e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to o t h e r s  ("At the s a m e  

t i m e  . . .," "At the same f e ast . . ."). T h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a l l o w  us to 

r e p o s e  s o m e  c o n f i d c n c e  in the c h r o n o l o g i c a 1 s t r u c t u r e  o f  the w h o l e  work, 

a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  e s s e n t i a l  to t h i s  a n a lysis.

T h e  f i r s t  thing w h i c h  s t r i k e s  e v e n  a c a s u a l  r e a d e r  of G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t  

is h o w  m a n y  o f  the d e e d s  o f  St. M a r t i n  are e s s e n t i a l l y  " p o l i t i c a l "  in 

n a t u r e ,  r a t h e r  than s i m p l y  " m i r a c u l o u s "  or e v e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  " h e aling" in 

a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  sense. Th e  f i rst s t e p  in o u r  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  b e  to p u t  on 

o n e  s i d e  al l  the c h a p t e r s  w h i c h  a p p e a r  to r e c o r d  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  " h e a l i n g s "  

(though e v e n  h e r e  m u c h  can b e  d o n e  to p e n e t r a t e  b e n e a t h  the s u r f a c e  o f  the
Q

a c c o u n t ,  as A l i n e  R o u s s e l l  h a s  sho w n  in h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  St. Martin).

W h a t  r e m a i n s  is a s t r i k i n g l y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  a n o t h e r  

d i m e n s i o n  w h i c h  is u s u a l l y  " p o l i t i c a l "  (see the A n a l y s i s ,  b e l o w  p. 61).



A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  the c h a p t e r s  in VSM as a w h o l e  r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  of 

this sort: Bk. 1 ha s  18 c h a p t e r s  o u t  o f  34 w h i c h  r e c o r d  d e e d s  o f  M a r t i n  

e x h i b i t i n g  some s p e c i a l  " p o l i t i c a l "  quality; for Bks. 2 an d  3 th e  n u m b e r s  

ar e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  26 o ut o f  60, w h i l e  B k . 4 c o n t a i n s  20 c h a p t e r s  r e c o r d i n g  

i n c i d e n t s  s o m e w h a t  o u t  of the o r d i n a r y .  E v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  for o u r  a r g u 

m e n t  is the n e x t  s tage o f  a n a l ysis: a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e s e  " s p e c i a l” 

d e e d s  o f  M a r t i n  f alls into five c l e a r  c a t e g o r i e s  (another tw o  c a t e g o r i e s  

are m i n o r  b u t  intere s t i n g ) .  T h i s  a n a l y s i s  is u n d o u b t e d l y  crude; c l o s e r  

a t t e n t i o n  to d e t a i l  m i g h t  s h a r p e n  the pi c t u r e .  It is u n l i k e l y  to r e d u c e  the 

n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  w h i c h  fall i n t o  t h e s e  sp e c i a l  c a t e g o r i e s  (rather the 

r e v e r s e ) .

L e t  us look m o r e  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e s e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  w h i c h  

t o g e t h e r  m a k e  up a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  work. Th e  f i r s t  c a t e g o r y  i n 

c l u d e s  c a s e s  o f  s l a v e s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c u r e d  b y  M a r t i n  an d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  freed. 

Th e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  is clear: G r e g o r y  a l w a y s  e m p h a s i z e s  the c h a n g e  

in soci a l  status. C h a n g e  o f  s t a t u s  is al s o  i m p o r t a n t  in the s e c o n d  category: 

here we l e a r n  o f  p e o p l e  w ho w e r e  c u r e d  a n d  b e c a m e  " c lerics," " t o o k  the 

to n s u r e , "  " e n t e r e d  the s e r v i c e  o f  M a r t i n , "  or su c h  like. It is s t r i k i n g  

th a t  the n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  c ases r e p o r t e d  w h i c h  we m a y  a s s i g n  to t h e s e  f i r s t  

two c a t e g o r i e s  d e c l i n e s  p r e c i p i t a t e l y  in the last d e c a d e  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  

e p i s c o p a c y .  A f ew such c a s e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  the p e r i o d  b e f o r e  G r e g o r y  

b e c a m e  B i s h o p  o f  Tours. O ne case from this p e r i o d  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  to 

Gregory, a nd it b r i d g e s  the two c a t e g o r i e s  (1, 40): just b e f o r e  he b e c a m e  

b i s h o p  (it seems) the y o u n g  slave S e c u r u s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  c r i p p l e d  at b i r t h  

wa s  cured, b o u g h t  o u t  o f  s l a v e r y  (redcmptus) b y  c ount J u s t i n  (who m u s t  be 

G r e g o r y ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ) ,  a n d  freed, w h e r e u p o n  he wa s  b a p t i z e d  a n d  e n t e r e d  

sub  p a t r o c i n i o  s .  e c c l e s i a e , w h e r e  he remained. T h i s  is e x p l i c i t l y  d e s c r i b e d  

as a p ra ec la ru m  niiraculum. G r e g o r y  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s u c h  c a s e s  

b e f o r e  he b e c a m e  B i s h o p  of Tours; in the f irst d e c a d e  of hi s  e p i s c o p a c y ,  

c o v e r e d  b y  Bk. 2, he r e c o r d e d  some e l e v e n  c a s e s  fa l l i n g  into t h e s e  tw o  

c a t e g o r i e s  (i.e. of "sl a v e s  c u r e d  a n d  freed" a n d  o f  "p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  c u r e d  

a n d  b e c a m e  c l e r i c s " ) .

Why, we m ay w e l l  ask, are t here o n l y  four c a s e s  of this sort in Bk. 3 

a n d  o n l y  o n e  such case in Bk. 4? A t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  shows the r e v e r s e  

pattern. A g a i n  G r e g o r y  was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the idea that M a r t i n  m i g h t  i n t e r 

vene to save c r i m i n a l s ;  he r e p o r t s  a st r i k i n g  c a s e  (from b e f o r e  h e  b e c a m e  

Bishop) of a c o n d e m n e d  thief w h o  wa s  r e s t o r e d  to life a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n



h a n g e d  (1 , 2 1) —  in fact, the t h i e f  h a d  b e e n  left s u s p e n d e d  o n  the gi b b e t  

and cu t  d o w n  b y  a nun; this G r e g o r y  c o n s i d e r s  e q u i v a l e n t  to r e v i v a l  of the 

dead! Th e  n u m b e r  o f  p r i s o n e r s  f r e e d  b y  the i n t e r v e n t i o n  of M a r t i n  i n c r e a s e d  

s t r i k i n g l y  t o w a r d s  the e n d  o f  G r e g o r y’s e p i s c o p a c y ;  in some such c a s e s  

G r e g o r y  h i m s e l f  w a s  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  (e.g. 4, 35 -- a n  i n n o c e n t  m a n  f a l s e l y  

co n d e m n e d ) .  A fo u r t h  c a t e g o r y  s h ows s t ill a d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n .  B e f o r e  

he b e c a m e  B i s h o p ,  G r e g o r y  d o e s  no t  s e e m  to h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k e d  (or d r a n k  or h a d  i n t e r course) on S u n d a y s  an d  fea s t  days; 

no s u c h  c a s e s  ar e  r e p o r t e d  in Bk. 1 of VSM. Th e  g r i m  f a t e  w h i c h  a w a i t e d  

s u c h  p e o p l e ,  a n d  the p u n i s h m e n t  w h i c h  f o r c e d  them to r e s o r t  to St. Martin, 

b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o w a r d s  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  e p i s c o 

p a c y  (four e a s e s  in Bk. 2, e i g h t  in B k . 3; o n l y  one, h o w e v e r ,  in Bk. 4). A 

f i f t h  c a t e g o r y  o f  c a s e  r e p o r t e d  b y  G r e g o r y  a p p e a r s  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h r o u g h 

o u t  the work. In e v e r y  b o o k  o f  V S M  t h ere a r e  s o m e  (4-5) i n c i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  

in w h i c h  G r e g o r y  h i m s e l f  e x p e r i e n c e d  the i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  Martin. Usually, 

t h e s e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  b r o u g h t  G r e g o r y  a c u r e  for s o m e  min o r ,  if pain f u l ,  

p h y s i c a l  a f f l i c t i o n .  A s  s u c h  t h e y  are r e a l l y  a n a l o g o u s  to the ’’normal" 

h e a l i n g  s t o r i e s  w h i c h  m a k e  u p  m o s t  o f  the w o rk. T h e y  a t t r a c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  

for tw o  reas o n s :  they c o n c e r n  the B i s h o p  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  s i t u a t e d  

at s i g n i f i c a n t  p l a c e s  in th e  n a r r a t i v e .  B o o k s  2 a n d  3 b e g i n  a n d  en d  w i t h  

a n  a c c o u n t  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  of M a r t i n ' s  v i r tus. B k . 4 b e g i n s  

w i t h  a p e r s o n a l  a n e c d o t e  a n d  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  h a v e  e n d e d  w i t h  one if G r e g o r y  

h a d  lived. Bk. 1 ends, b y  c o ntrast, w i t h  the p ra e c la ru m  miracu lum  b y  w h i c h  

the s l a v e  S e c u r u s  w a s  c u r e d  a n d  freed. G r e g o r y  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  ha d  a s p e c i a l  

p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in this case, as S e c u r u s  w a s  f r e e d  b y  the i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  

C o u n t  J u s t i n  (G r e g o r y ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ) .  I b e l i e v e  that the s e  inc i d e n t s  

w h i c h  i n v o l v e  G r e g o r y  h i m s e l f  b e l o n g  in o u r  l a r g e r  c a t e g o r y  o f  s p ecial dee d s  

o f  M a r t i n ,  to b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from the routine: that t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  G r e g o r y  g a v e  t h e m  a larger, p u b l i c ,  e v e n  " p o l i t i c a l” s i g n i f i 

cance. T w o  o t h e r  t y pes o f  a c t i o n  b y  M a r t i n  are s p e c t a c u l a r  rat h e r  than 

fr e quent: o v e r t l y  " p o l i t i c a l "  a c t s  by Martin, that is, s p e c i f i c  i n t e r v e n 

t i o n s  in the c o n d u c t  of p o l i t i c a l  figures, a n d  r e v i v a l  of d y i n g  babies.

T h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  to Grego r y ,  a n d  s e e m  to h a v e  h a d  a p u b l i c  

i m p a c t  g r e a t e r  than that m a d e  b y  o t h e r  " p o l i t i c a l "  o r  " h e a l i n g "  i n t e r 

v e n t i o n s  o f  St. M a r t i n .

W h a t  a r e  w e  to m a k e  of t h e s e  p a t t e r n s ?  S o m e  of them, no doubt, si m p l y  

r e f l e c t  G r e g o r y’s o w n  c h a n g i n g  exper i e n c e :  a b i s h o p  m i g h t  w e l l  c o m e  to be



s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k e d  o n  Sundays. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  is 

a n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  g r o w s  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  t o w a r d s  the e n d  o f  

G r e g o r y ' s  e p i s c o p a c y :  t h ese a r e  s t o r i e s  of M a r t i n  w h i c h  G r e g o r y  ha s  g a t h e r e d  

from v i s i t o r s  to T o u r s  or o n  hi s  o w n  t r i p s  a r o u n d  c e n t r a l  F r a n c e  (Poitiers, 

Sain t e s ,  Le Mans, C a v a i l l o n ,  etc.). Bu t  we sh o u l d  no t  e x a g g e r a t e  the s h a p i n g  

i n f l u e n c e  of G r e g o r y ' s  o w n  p e r s o n a l  expe r i e n c e ,  b e f o r e  and e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  

he b e c a m e  Bishop: he a i m e d  to m a k e  h i s  a c c o u n t  as c o m p l e t e  as p o s s i b l e .

T h o u g h  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  w o u l d  t r y  to c o n c e a l  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

M a r t i n ' s  v i r t u s ,  he w a s  res o l v e d ,  insofar as he w a s  able, to s e a r c h  o u t  a n d  

r e c o r d  a l l  the d e t a i l s  of e v e r y  d e e d  (see 2, 45, for h i s  a t t i t u d e  a n d  

pr o c e d u r e ;  cf. 1, 40 f i n . ) .  G r e g o r y  a l s o  r e a l i z e d  that M a r t i n  h a d  w o r k e d  

m o r e  m i r a c u l o u s  d e e d s  t h a n  the world, m u c h  less hi s  books, c o u l d  c o n t a i n  

(cf. 1, 40, for the m u l t i t u d e  o f  m ira c u la ) , s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  

some scope for e d i t o r i a l  shaping, it m u s t  be adm i t t e d .  It is m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

to e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  G r e g o r y ' s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  taking at f a c e  v a l u e  h i s  a c counts, 

c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  hi s  o w n  p e r s o n a l ,  d e e p l y  felt n e e d  of M a r t i n .  He c o u l d  

e n t e r  into o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h a t  n e e d  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  he felt 

it so s t r o n g l y  himself. A s  B i s h o p  of Tours, G r e g o r y  h a d  a s p e c i a l  c u r i o s i t y  

a b o u t  the d e eds o f  M a r tin; but t h ere is a m p l e  e v i d e n c e  that o t h e r  p e o p l e  

s h a r e d  h i s  c u r i o s i t y  (e.g. the s t o r y  of A b b e s s  A g n e s  a n d  the t r a d e r  from 

M e t z  in 4, 2D). If there is a n y  on e  t h e m e  of p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  to Gregory, 

in w h i c h  he m i g h t  be h e l d  to h a v e  a pe r s o n a l ,  v e s t e d  interest, t h a t  t h eme 

c o n c e r n s  the r e l i c s  of St. M a r t i n ,  the m o s t  t a n g i b l e  a n d  p o r t a b l e  p ig n o ra  

o f  h i s  virtus. G r e g o r y ' s  p r o p a g a n d i z i n g  in this c o n n e c t i o n  w o u l d  r e w a r d
9

f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n ;  the g r o u n d w o r k  ha s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  laid b y  B r o w n ' s  study.

A s  for the " p o l i t i c a l "  d e e d s  o f  M a r t i n ,  t h e y  are not so e a s i l y  d i s m i s s e d  

or d e v a l u e d  as the p r o j e c t i o n s  of G r e g o r y ' s  p r i v a t e  concerns.

W h a t  arc we to m a k e  of these d a t a ?  F i r s t  of all, if we a r e  to take at 

face val u e  G r e g o r y ' s  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  the t e n d e n c y  to c o n c e a l  the 

d e e d s  o f  Martin, a t e n d e n c y  a p p a r e n t l y  c o m m o n  a m o n g  those w h o  h a d  b e n e f i t t e d  

f r o m  them, we m u s t  sa y  that all t h ese " p o l i t i c a l "  deeds, m a n y  of t h e m  i n 

v o l v i n g  c h a n g c s  of status, p u b l i c  release, o r  p u b l i c  d i s g r a c e ,  a r e  e x 

p e r i e n c e s  of a sort that w o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  to conceal. We can 

p e r h a p s  s u g g e s t  that p e o p l e  w e r e  less li k e l y  to w o r k  on Sunday, w h e n  it 

b e c a m e  k n own w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to some w h o  ha d  done so; thus the d e c r e a s e  in the 

n u m b e r  of such c a s e s  ca. 588 to 594 c o u l d  itself b e  t a k e n  as the r e s u l t  of 

the e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c i t y  g e n e r a t e d  b y  the (relatively) l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  such



ca ses in the p r e c e d i n g  f i f teen years. It is n o t  so e a s y  to s u g g e s t  w h y  the 

n u m b e r s  o f  s l a v e s  w h o  w e r e  c u red a n d  freed, the n u m b e r s  of p e o p l e  w h o  took 

the tons u r e ,  o r  t h ose w h o  b e c a m c  " c lerics" a f t e r  b e i n g  c u r e d  s h o u l d  d e c l i n e  

so p r e c i p i t a t e l y  f r o m  ca. 57 3  to 588, w h i l e  the n u m b e r  of p r i s o n e r s  f r e e d  by 

the i n t e r v e n t i o n  of M a r t i n  goes up o v e r  the same p e riod. It is d a n g e r o u s  to 

b a s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  on such small s a m p l e s  o f  data; c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  in 

G r e g o r y’s r c c o r d  c a n n o t  be s t u d i e d  a p art from o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i a l  p r o 

ce s s e s  in late s i x t h - c e n t u r y  France. A n d  I do n o t  p r o p o s e  to a t t e m p t  any such 

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h ese d a t a  into the l a r g e r  p i c t u r e  here. If, for the m o m e n t ,  

we d i s r e g a r d  the s e  p a t t e r n s  w i t h i n  the d a t a  r e l a t i n g  to s l a ves, n e w  " c l e r i c s , 

a n d  p r i s o n e r s ,  and if we c o n s i d e r  the thr e e  c a t e g o r i e s  t o gether, we are 

b r o u g h t  b a c k  to the c o n c l u s i o n s  of a p r e v i o u s  s t u d y , w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e d  the 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h ese " p o l i t i c a l "  d e eds a l o n g s i d e  the m o r e  famous "deeds o f  

h e a l i n g "  o f  St. Martin. E s p e c i a l l y  so, i f  to the d e eds w h i c h  i n v o l v e  slaves, 

n e w  " c l e r i c s , "  a n d  p r i s o n e r s  -- s o m e  30 cases -- are a d d e d  the c a ses o f  those 

p u n i s h e d  for w o r k i n g  on S u n day, etc. —  some 13 cases; t h e n  " p o l i t i c a l "  deeds 

m a k e  up m o r e  t h a n  o n e - f i f t h  o f  the w h o l e  account, to say n o t h i n g  o f  the fact 

t h a t  the s t o r i e s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  r e l e a s e d  t h r o u g h  M a r t i n ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f t e n  

g r o u p  t o g e t h e r  n u m b e r s  of u n n a m e d  i n d i v iduals. M o r e o v e r ,  it s e e m s  t h a t  by 

Gr e g o r y ' s  t i m e  t h ere w a s  a l r e a d y  a w i d e  soc i a l  c o n s e n s u s  as to the n a t u r e  an d  

e f f e c t  o f  the p r a e s e n t iu m  s ignorum  munera.

By w a y  o f  c o n c l u s i o n ,  the r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  f o u r  f u r t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  the 

" d y n a m i c s  o f  the H o l y” in s i x t h - c e n t u r y  Fr a n c e  w h i c h  d e s e r v e  c l ose attention. 

Fi r s t ,  d e s p i t e  the p o w e r  o f  b i s h o p s  s u c h  as G r e g o r y  a n d  t h e i r  o b v ious 

i n t e r e s t  in " p r o m o t i n g "  t h e i r  saints, they do n o t  a p p e a r  to d i f f e r  f r o m  

m a n y  o t h e r  f a i t h f u l  in the i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w ards the cult (except p e r h a p s  as 

r e gards p u b l i c i z i n g  the d e e d s  o f  the s a i n t  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  the use o f  relics). 

S e c o n d ,  to use an a n a l o g y  f r o m  e c o n o m i c s ,  " d e m a n d  p u l l "  on the p a r t  o f  

" c o n s u m e r s "  s e e m s  at l e a s t  as i m p o r t a n t  as " s u p p l y  p u s h "  in e x p l a i n i n g  

the g r o w t h  o f  the " m a r k e t "  for the d e eds of M a r t i n .  Third, w e  see h e r e  

in the six t h  c e n t u r y  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  the social d y n a m i c  d e s c r i b e d  b y  G e r d  

T h e i s s e n  fo r  the v e r y  e a r l y  C h u rch, a n d  b y  B r o w n  for the fourth a n d  fifth 

c e n t u r i e s ; 1'*' that is, w e  s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  the s p r e a d  of the C h r i s t i a n  

kerygma ( s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  G r e g o r y  sees as a u n i f o r m  p r o c e s s ,  d e s p i t e  the 

d i v e r s i t y  of the s a ints; see 4, 12) as r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a d i a l e c t i c a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  of c h a r i s m a t i c  f i gures (living h o l y  me n  o r  d e a d  saints) w i t h  

o r d i n a r y  b e l i e v e r s  in the v a r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  com m u n i t i e s .  B u t  it is n e e d  for



the s e r v i c e s  of the c h a r i s m a t i c ,  need for ac c e s s  to the H o l y  w h i c h  e x p l a i n s  

th e  f u n c t i o n a l  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  of the c h a r i s m a t i c  into the c o m m u n i t y  (or 

rather, r e i n t e g r a t i o n  of the c o m m u n i t y  a r o u n d  the cha r i s n a t i c )  as m u c h  as 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of the c h a r i s m a t i c  t h r o u g h  the c u l t  of th e  saint, h o w e v e r  m u c h  

the b i s h o p  "pushed" his wa r e s .  W i t h o u t  d e m a n d  the r e  c a n  be no m a rket. 

F o u r t h ,  as for the role o f  this d i a l e c t i c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  in b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  

the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  L a t e  A n t i q u i t y  in the west, Sulpicius' w o r k  on 

St. M a r t i n  r e m a i n s  the b e s t  a n d  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  But th e  life 

and w o r k  of M a r t i n  b e l o n g  to B r o w n ' s  p i v o t a l  g e n e r a t i o n  of the late f o u r t h  

century. If G r e g o r y ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  St. M a r t i n  shows any t h i n g ,  it is t h a t  the 

p ra e s e n t iu m  s ignorum  munera w e r e  no n o v e l t y  in the m i d - s i x t h  century.

S c a r b o r o u g h  C o l l e g e ,

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o
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a n d  The C u l t  o f  t h e  S a i n t s  (Chicago 1981).

^ For S u l p i c i u s  S e v e r u s  a n d  hi s  L i f e  o f  S t .  M ar t in see n o w  C. S t a n c l i f f e  

St. M artin  and h i s  Hagiographer (Oxford 1983).
4

See P.R.L. B r own " E a s t e r n  a n d  W e s t e r n  C h r i s t e n d o m  in L a t e  A n t i q u i t y :

A  P a r t i n g  of the W a y s "  in The O rthodox  Churches i n  E a s t  and West, S t u d i e s

i n  Church H i s to r y  13 (1976) 1-24.

^ M. Hc.inzelmann B i s r h o f s h e r r s c h i f t  i n  G a l l i c n  (Munich 1976).

6 "The S a i n t  as P a t r o n  in the W o r k  of G r e g o r y  o f  T o u r s , "  JMH 1 (1981)

1-13.

Monumonta G crnun iac  H i s t o r i c a , S c r i p t o r e s  Rcrum M eroving icarum

I ,  2 (Hannovor 1885).



A l i n e  R o u s s e l l  "Du s a n c t u a i r e  a u  t h a u m aturge: la g u é r i s o n  en G a u l e  

au IVe siècle,: A n n a le s 31 (1976) 1085-1107# r e p r i n t e d  in E n g l i s h  t r a n s 

la t i o n  in Ri t u a i R e l i g i o n  and t h e  S a c re d ,  S e l e c t i o n s  fro m  t h e  A n n a le s , VII,

e d . R. F o r s t e r  & O. R a n u m  (Baltimore 1,982).
9

R e l i e s  and S o c ia l  S t a t u s  i n  t h e  Age o f  Gregory o f  Tours (The S t e n t o n

L e c t u r e  1976) (Reading 1977) .

1 0 „ , ^
See n .6 above.

S e e  G. T h e i s s e n  The F i r s t  F o l lo w e r s  o f  J e s u s (London 1978) a l s o  

p u b l i s h e d  a s  S o c io l o g y  o f  E a r ly  P a l e s t i n i a n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  (Philad e l p h i a  

1978); P.R.L. B r o w n  The Making o f  La to  A n t i q u i t y  (Cambridge# Mass. 1978).

S Y N O P S I S

VSM 1, 1-40 (before 5 7 3 ;  cf. VSM 2 p r a e f . )

1. S u l p i c i u s  Severus.

2. P a u l i n u s  VI 114 ( c a . 4 5 0 ? )

VI 297 (ca. 4 6 0 - 4 9 0 ) .

3. St. M a r t i n #  hi s  o r d i n a t i o n  an d  death.

4. S e v e r i n u s '  v i s i o n  at M a r t i n ' s  death.

5. A m b r o s e ' s  v i s i o n  at M a r t i n ' s  death.

6 . P e r p e t u u s #  bp. o f  T o u r s  a n d  the t r a n s l a t i o n  of St. Martin.

7. B e f o r e  544.

9. Ca. 546-552.

11. B e f o r e  580 11. C o n v e r s i o n  of t h e  S u e v i  u n d e r  K i n g

C h a r a r i c .

12. Ca. 558? 12. Hu m b l e  a p p r o a c h  o f  Q u e e n  U l t r o g o t h a .

13-16. S t o r i e s  f r o m  I t a l y  ( F o r t u n a t u s ) .

19. A  b l i n d  w o m a n  c u r e d  a n d  m a r r i e d .

20. D r u n k e n  A m m o n i u s  s a v e d  f r o m  a fall.

21. A h a n g e d  t h i e f  r e s t o r e d  to life.

22. L e o m e r  the sla v e  t w i c e  c u r e d  (after

m a s t e r  t r i e d  to r e - e n s l a v e  h i m ) .



23.

25. B e f o r e  575?

2G.

29. Ca. 567 29.

30.

32. 563 32.

34.

36.

40.

VSM 2, 1-60 (from 573-581? cf. VSM 2,

1. 573 b e f o r e  Oct. 20 1.

2 .

3. (573) Nov. 11.

4.

5-7. 5 7 4 , the d a y  on w h i c h

S i g i b e r t  m a d e  p e a c e  w i t h  6 .

C h i l p e r i c

9.

12. (574) Jul. 4 or Nov. 11.

(575) K p i p h a n y  (cf. 16)

13. (575) Krister 13.

W.ilicharius f r e e d  f r o m  c h a i n s  a n d  

b e c o m e s  a p r iest.

A q u i l i n u s ,  cured, e n t e r s  s e r v i c e  of 

the B a s i l i c a .

King C h a r i b e r t  tries to s e i z e  a n  

e s t a t e  f r o m  Martin.

A s i m i l a r  case.

G r e g o r y ' s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  a 

f e v e r .

W a x  f r o m  the tomb p r o t e c t s  G r e g o r y ' s  

f i e l d  from hail.

G r e g o r y  is s a ved from robbe r s .

A l l  M a r t i n ' s  f a v o u r s  are r e c o u n t e d .

A y o u n g  s l ave S e c u r u s  c u r e d  a n d  p u r 

c h a s e d  b y  C o u n t  J u s t i n ,  r e m a i n s  

su b  p a t r o c i n i o  s .  e c c l e s i a e ,  a 

pra e c la ru m  m iraculum .

60)

G r e g o r y  ill f r o m  d y s e n t e r y .

J u stin, G.'s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  cured.

Vera n u s ,  the slave, is cured, freed 

a n d  e n t e r s  M a r t i n ' s  service.

A  p a r a l y t i c  is c u r e d  a n d  b e c o m e s  a 

c l e r i c .

G u n t h e d r u d i s , c u red o f  b l i n d n e s s ,  

le a v e s  h e r  h u s b a n d  for the church.

Urs u l f u s ,  b l i n d e d  for w o r k i n g  on the 

fir s t  da y  of Pasch, c u r e d  on Easter, 

e n t e r s  M a r t i n ' s  service.

14. (575) Jul. 4.

15. Th e  da y  a f ter the e v e n t  of 15. M e r o b a u d u s ,  c u r e d  of bl i n d n e s s ,  

s e c t i o n  14. b e c o m e s  a cleric.



16. The p r e v i o u s  Epiphany.

17. ? G u n t r a m  Bo s o  a t  A m b o i s e  17. B o s o  is saved f r o m  d r o w n i n g  b y  Martin.

18, L a n d u l f u s ,  c u r e d  of e p i l e p s y ,  t akes 

the tonsure.

24. (575) Nov. 11 24. A c r i p p l e d  child, c o n c e i v e d  on

Sunday, is cured.

25. (575) Christians E v o  a n d  D ay 25, A m a n  p o s s e s s e d  m o c k s  G.'s f aith in

M a r t i n .

26. (576) (K p i p h a n y ) .

27. 576 s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  Fob. 29 27. R u c c olenus, b e s i e g i n g  Tours, is

s t r i c k e n  w i t h  H e r o d ' s  d i s e a s e  a n d  

d i e s .

28. (576) P e n t e c o s t .

29. (576) Ju l .  4.

30. A  d u m b  w o m a n  c u r e d  a n d  r e d e e m e d  from 

s l a v e r y  b y  M a r t i n ' s  treasury.

31. (576) Nov. 1 0 .

32. G.'s e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the o il o f  Martin.

33. (577) P a l m  S u n d a y  33. A l l o m e r i s ,  c u r e d  o f  p a r a l y s i s ,

b e c o m e s  a cleric.

34. (577) Jul. 4 .

35. (577) J u l . 7 35. Priscus, m i r a c u l o u s l y  freed, g o e s  to

the Basilica.

40. M artin, in a vision, e x p l a i n s  a m a n ' s  

s u f f e r i n g  as a s i g n  for the people. 

43. M a r t i n  r e s t o r e s  a d y i n g  b a b y  to life.

44. (577) Nov. 11.

45. Boys w i t n e s s  a d e m o n i c  c h o r u s  of

women, a r e  b l i n d e d  a n d  l ater cured.

46. (578) Jul. 4 46, A  b o y  is c r i p p l e d  for l e a v i n g  the

f e a s t .

47. T h e  s a m e  t i m e  as 46.

49. (578) Nov. 11 - w h i l e  the 

l i f e  o f  the s a i n t  wa s  

b e i n g  read.

51. J u s t  b e f o r e  580? 51. M a n y  c u r e d  o f  d y s e n t e r y  (epidemic)

b y  dust, oi l  a n d  w a t e r  f r o m  the 

tomb.



54. (579) Jul. 4.

55 a n d  50. T h e  same time as 54.

57. (580) l-’east  of S. J o h n  57.

5R.

59.

60. 581 c a . Oct. 20 60.

VSM 3, 1-60 (after 581 a n d  b e f o r e  580;

1. (581) a f t e r  Oct. 20 1.

2. (581) Nov. 14.

3. Th e  same time as 2 3.

7 .

8 . 582 8 .

9. (582) Jul. 1 or Nov. 8 .

10. 573 s h o r t l y  aft e r  Aug. 20 10.

14. (582) Jul. 7 or Nov. 14.

15.

16. (582) C h r i s t m g s  E v e .

53. A m a n  f r o m  Bayeux, c u r e d  a n d  b e c o m e s  

a p r i e s t ,  r e t u r n s  to f o r m e r  m a d 

ness an d  d r u n k e n n e s s .

A s e r v a n t  wo m a n ,  s t r i c k e n  for w o r k 

ing in fields, is c u r e d  a n d  her 

st a t u s  chang e d .

A t a i l o r  boy f r o m  Paris, t h r e a t e n e d  

w i t h  e n s l a v e m e n t ,  f a l l s  ill, is 

freed a n d  cured.

A n o t h e r  such case (a f r e e d w o m a n ) .

G.'s o w n  h e a d a c h e  an d  h o w  it wa s  

c u r e d .

cf. VSM 4, 4 an d  5)

G r e g o r y  c h o k e s  on a fishbone, is 

c u r e d  at the tomb.

A  m a n  p a r a l y z e d  fo r  w o r k  o n  Su n d a y  

is cured, rel a p s e s ,  is p a r a l y z e d  

a n d  cured.

A s e n a t o r  m a k e s  a k e y  on S u n d a y  a n d  

c a n n o t  u n l o c k  hi s  hand; he is 

c u r e d .

G. h e a r s  a s t ory of M a r t i n  from a 

S p a n i s h  legate.

H o w  G ' s  m o t h e r  h a d  b e e n  c u r e d  of her 

long suffering.

G u n d u l f u s  o f  T o u r s  tak e s  the t o n sure 

an d  is c u r e d  a f t e r  being long lame

17. Siggo, the r e f e r e n d a r y ,  r e c o v e r s  his 

s i ght f r o m  s i tting next to G. an d  

his r e l i c s  of M a r tin.



34. 584

35. 5 8 1 - 5 8 6

39. (584) Jul. 4.

41. T h e  same time as 39

45. (584) Nov. 11

47. T h e  s a m e  time as 45

48. (585) Jul. 4.

49. T h e  s a m e  time as 48

50. (585) Nov. 11

19. A  b l i n d  m a n  is c u r e d  an d  t a k e s  the 

t o n s u r e .

23. A  d u m b  m a n  is r o b b e d  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r s ,

c o m e s  to C a n d e s ,  w h e r e  he is s u p p o r t e d  

a n d  cured.

24. A r i d i u s ,  the s p e c i a l  alumnus o f  Martin,

tak e s  o i l  f r o m  the shrine.

28. A  c l e r i c ,  the s l a v e  o f  t h e  B a s i l i c a

f r o m  birth, l o s e s  h i s  s i g h t  a n d  is 

cured.

29. A  slave, c r i p p l e d  from S u n d a y  work,

is cured.

31. A  wo m a n ,  c r i p p l e d  f r o m  b a k i n g  on 

S a t u r d a y  evening, is cured.

34. A  p l a g u e  at Tours? m a n y  a r e  cured.

38. A  d e a c o n  is b l i n d e d  f o r  d r i n k i n g  

i n s t e a d  of g o i n g  to mass.

41. A  f r e e b o r n  g i r l  r e d u c e d  to s l a v e r y

b y  s o n s  o f  he r  p a t ron? h e r  b o n d s  are 

m i r a c u l o u s l y  broken.

42. A  b o o k  of M a r t i n ' s  L i f e  is s a ved

f r o m  th e  flames.

45. A m a n  c r i p p l e d  for w o r k i n g  o n  S u n d a y

is cured.

46. A  w o m a n  e n s l a v e d  b y  h e r  m a s t e r s  f a lls

sick a n d  is e v e n t u a l l y  c u r e d  an d  

f r e e d .

47. A n  i m p r i s o n e d  d e b t o r  is r e l e a s e d ,

r e d e e m e d  a n d  freed.

50. A  s c e p t i c a l  J e w  f a l l s  sick.

51. C h a r d e g y s i l u s ' in f a n t  son is s a ved

f r o m  death.

52. Th e  s a m e  time as 50?



57. (58G) ;11I1. 1. 

58. (58G) Jul. 7. 

60. 587 Aug.-Sept.? 

59 

53. Slaves sentenced to hang are saved. 

5S. A woman paralyzed from Sunday work is 

cured. 

56. Another similar case. 

60. G.' sown cxper ience on his tr ip to 

visit hi. s mother at Cavaillon and 

back. 

VSM 4, 1- 4 (A subseque nt period before Nov. 11, 588) 

5-47 (From Nov. 11, 588 wltil shortly be fore the death 

of Gregory in 594, Nov. 17) 

4. (588) .lll 1. 4. 

5. 588 Nov. 11 

6. 589 Jul. 4 

7. 589 

8 . The same year as 7. 

13 . (589) Nov. II. 

16. (590) Eel s ter 

17. (590) Jul. 4 

18 - 20. n,o Selme time as 17 

1 . Gregory's own intestinal problems 

cured. 

2. G. ' s swollen tongue and l ips. 

5 . A slave swineherd, blinded six 

years before, is cured and freed. 

6. Cures worked by Martin through 

Aridius, Abbot from Limoges. 

7. Florentianus' story of King Miro of 

Gallicia and the boy .who stole 

grapes from Martin. 

11. Childless Blidericus wills his 

property to Martin and begets a 

child. 

12. A blind woman at Le Mans attr i butes 

her cure to Martin. 

IG. criminal of Tours, released after 

appealing to Martin, goes to the 

Basilica. 

17 and 18. Two blind children are cured 

and run to Gregory with the news. 



22. (590) Nov. 11. 

23 - 24. The same time as 22. 

26. 591 June 30 

27. (591) Ju1. 4. 

30. Some time later at Poi tiers 

38. (592) JU1. 4. 

39. A few days later 

41. (592) Nov. 12 

45. (593) Jul. 4 

60 

21. The p ower of a loaf and some wine which 

had been left on the tomb. 

26. How some convicted debtors at Rheims 

were released by Martin and their 

debts forgiven by the king. 

29. Abbess Agnes' story; how the trader 

travelled from Metz to Trier. 

30. A story from Liguge: a crippled 

woman's faith in Martin brings 

about her cure. 

31. A story of Martin at the well (on the 

road from Poitiers to Saintes). 

32. How the church house at Poitiers 

was saved from fire by dust from 

the tomb. 

35. An innocent man, wrongly condemned, 

freed by Martin -- and Gregory . 

39. Some convicted prisoners miracu

lously released. 

41. Some prisoners, divinely freed, 

come to the Basilica. 

45. Leodulfus, paralyzed for Sunday work, 

is cured, stricken (blind) and 

cured again. 

46. Paternianus, from Britain, is 

cured and remains at the Basilica 

to tell his story . 
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