Bs o fag artist, I've grown used to being described as
"too"—ioo loud, oo angry, too graphic, going toe fur.
I've had countless arguments with siraighd ardists whe
cluim my work is only valid as « kind of cultusral
Rifirsmative Action program. My personal position gs
out fagget! net enly inferms my werk, they argue, it als
supports the snbstance ond reading of the work —indell
gence, style, and talent being the exclusive properiy of

I do, no matier whal subject malters enfice me, I am,
according to my straight colleagues, a "gay aciivist™ first
and an artist secend. Ignering my daily realily of deqal-
ing with bigoted publishers, cownrdly art deslers, and
timid greant juries, straight arlists love to tell me how
Iucky I am—auaiter all, I"ve gel « ticket on the minorily
gravy train, I've got a schiicl. If it's so simple (und prof-
itable), why don't they just prefend fo be fags and dylas?
Consiantly having my work rexd firsi as gay product
malies me defensive, and probably o bil paraneid. 1t
also, unfortunately, causes me to indulge in some neive
illusions ubeut ihe commeonalily, and community, of
Buneer urlists. Afler some yeurs of being fold theat I'm
‘teo,” I've just discovered thet in some Gueer art civeles
I'me not "eneugh.”

Qut and abont OUT: whose seliwvepreseniation is if, any-
way?

Severual months ago 1 submitied some work to a Torenie
mgazine in response fo their ppecoming All Queer issue,
- After a cursery glance =i my slides, the oart editer
formed me that my work simply wasn't "goay enough”
puh!ished.

"uapolitical” straight artisls. Mo mealter what sort of words Uy,
“"“&%&%"’”E&W@n{h century (privede gullerf s},

Border/Lines

and/or genitel i
you. Reduce the
ies to angles un%

leries).
7. Shave your head.

8. Modify the neuns from numbe
racist slurs appropriate to your &
ty—everyone will lknow thot yvou o
mean it ‘canse you're o homo ot
understand oppression.

9. Type up some slories about gef
shit beat ol of you in high schosl,
them in o glass vilvine, and posilie
next fo the images of your newly I
ed, nuked Gueer self.

10. Find & gentlemanly Gay arl dea
ond irighten him inlo exhibiting your
work-—he will invile other Gay gemntle:
men to his gallery and frighien them i
buying yeur werk.

11, Invesi—remember wheat happened lo
oll those grafiiti ariists with nemes like
Zene 2000 end Rico X137 Or Mark
Kostabi?

12. Finish your MFA. You cemn- u!wuys fal¥
boclk on tearhing.




