politica Situations: A detour into the throbbing
heart of the " as¥well as by an array of films and videos
such as Pratibha Parmer’s Khush and A Place of Rage, Tony
Buba's work on African-American steelworkers, and Laura
Kipnis's Marx: The video.

There was a whole series of sessions on sexuality
and queer studies with papers by Eve Sedgwick on "Queer
Performity” in which ghe explored the "queer” body as a site

“of unusable social meaning, and Cindy Patton on AIDS dis-
course. Rosemary Hennessy challenged the left for iis
silence on quesr theo e critiqued Judith Butler and oth-
ers who reduce que to 51g'nlfy1ng play and narrative
strategies, and lod . rialist queer theory
which challenges th bject, but which also
comes to terms with p capitalism. Meredith
Michaels explored the possibilities’teproductive technolo-
gies such as surrogacy may hold, if women can appropriate
them, for assisting in the deconstruction of the heterosexual
nuclear fomily. There were also a number of papers which
dealt with sexuality in history: Chrys Ingraham on the
Comstock Act of 18783, in which she spoke of middle-class
interests in working-class reproduction; Michelle Barale's
analysis of the rhetorical strategies of 1950s lesbion pulp
novel cover art; and Barbara Epstein and Jennifer Terry, who

AT
each examinedit arginalized ways in which homosexu-
ality was coﬁstructe 1n thg-4880s cnd 60s, in the popular
media and in ”‘?@gmmanfa@ #thological discourse,
respectively. %%&W )

There were a num of sessions on materialist lit-
erary criticism, as well as cultural studies and popular cul-
ture. Alan Wald's presentation in the session "Cultural
Studies in Late Capitalism” was a very good example of th
kind of exciting work that can be done in intellectual histery.
Arguing that cultural resistance is a good indicator of the
strengths and weaknesses of emancipatory movements,
Wald traced the yoricus careers and work of a number of
now half-forg working class, ethnie, gay and lesbian

930s, 40s, and 50s. Writers

di Donato, James T. Ferrel, Tilly

Olsen, Doroth sephine Herbst not only con-

tributed to an original non-8ecirinaire proletarian literature
that interrogated dominant representations, but are them-
selves inspiring figures whose work — some of 1t avowedl

{feminist and anti-racist — recorded the excluded memorkes

and experiences of an oppositional left culture. Wald en
his talk with a critigue of contemporary cultural studies for
not being sutficiently interested in the cultural history of the

American left. Barbara Harlow continued the theme of resis-

icnce literature by focussing on the current Irish literary and
political scene. During discussion period she also peointed to
the shortcomings of British culiural studies for paying scant
attention to manifestations of Irish cultural resistance and

Irish cnti-colonial struggle. Both Harlow and Wald empha-

sised that there are some counter-productive tendencies in
contemporary cultural studies: namsely, its emphasis on theo-
retical abstraction and its lack of historical reotedness and
empirical research. There were also several sessions on eco-
logical issues — in some ways the most salient indication of

a true paradigm shift on the left — with papers by Alex

Wilson and Andrew Ross which examined our uses of the

environment in refreshingly concrete and historicized ways.
On the second day of the conference there was o

wide-ranging roundiable, "The History of Modern
Feminism,” which included Sheila Rowbotham, Lourdes
Beneriq, Joy James, Cynthia Halpern, Barbara Joseph,
Bosalyn Baxandall and Harriet Fraad. The panel raised
important questions, even if they could not be fully
answered, about different tendencies in [eminism, the
impact of Third World women's movements and questions of
race and ethnicity on Western feminism, the relationship of
feminism to other social movements and to socialism, and
ntegrc:hon of d1ﬁerent oppressions, race, gender and

The New Imiernutmnul;sm.

The conference left us with a sense that Marxists in
North America are living through a problematic historical
moment that is simultaneously depressing, challenging and
liberating. Many of the speckers stressed that a renewed
commitment to internationalism is a crucial part of the solu-

oppressmn, whotham and Gayatri Spivak made
clear, must also be seen within a complex structure of power,
property and privilege. Women have a long history of resis-
tance against systematic subordination, but their oppression
is tied to global structures and must be perceived in interna-
alfferms. Critical environmental problems such as the

s of nuclear power and waste, acid rain, the depletion:
ne layer and water and air pollution need to be
linked by leftists with the labour movement, and it must be
made clear that the export of manufacturing jobs and indus-
tries to developing countries is motivated not just by corpo-
rate desire for lower wages and higher profits, but by the the
wish to avoid even minimal pollution control and hectth and
safety standards.

Finally, the basic strateg

CE

ullchng socialism,

Marable eloquently argued, the essential debate will not be
between socialism and capitalism, but with the character
and content of the capitalist social order. Progressives and
Marxists should seek to strengthen their own counter-hege-
monic movements in order to resist both the systemic racism
and the new-found influence of xenophobic groupings.
Such a strategy may not be “socialism” and it does have its
drawbacks, rooted in "particularism” as Wallerstein pointed
out, but it can provide the necessary bridge to the site from
which anew socialism, which may take a form inconceiv-
able to us now, can emerge. :

Joe Galbo is @ member of the Border/Lines collective:
Miriam Jones isa reproductive rights activist with the
Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics.
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By Nicholas Packwood

"Browsing" can be a dilettante’s pursuit, it
can also be a tactic of resistance. [t is such an
act in ils megotiation of the territory of regular
categories by exiraordinary means. In browsing
we have decided to disregard the slaborate sys-
tems by which knowledge is usually presemted to
us. I browsing we need have no specific purpose
beyond cur own enjoyment. We allow ourselves
the luxury of surprise. "What is this?" "Who
could have imagined we might find this here?"
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= homosexuality,
classification,
power/knowledge

| was browsing recenily in the Maxwell
MacOdrum Library when | had a2 masty swmprise.
Everything that MacOGdrum had to say about
“homosexuality” seemed {o sit on the shelves
between everything it had to say about sex crimes
on the one hand and prostitution om the other
This is not an accidental [dis)placement.

Ours is still a seciely which has very spe-
cific and unflatiering ideas about homosexuality.
My brewsing did not reveal anything to coniradict
these constructions. Gay men, after all, are com-
monly held to be notoricus for selling their bodies
and for tampering with children.




The founder of the American Library Association Gay and
Leshian Task Force recognizes the insidiousness of such a per-
spective:

‘ t oday when | speak to gay groups and mention
‘ithe lies in the libraries,” listeners know instantly what 1
mean. Most gays, it seems, at some point have gone to books
in an effort to understand being gay or get some help in living
as gay. What we found was strange to us (Ym the kind of per-
son they're writing about but I'm not like that!) and cruelly
clinical (there’s nothing about love) and always bad (being

this way seems grim and hopeless). Barbara Gittings

While this is a common concern for lesbians and gay
men, little has been written to challenge the established order
either politically or theoretically. Browsing library literature writ-
ten from 1987 on, | discovered only four articles under the
headings homosexual, gay or American Library Association Gay
and Lesbian Task Force. Three of these articies concern library
services and none concerns reclassification of material related
to lesbians or gay men.

What browsing performed for me was more fundamen-
fal than the simple assertion that services may usetully be pro-
vided to “homosexuals” in a library environment. | found a
map of power, a guide through the ordering principles by which
power places ideas and experience into categories and rigidi-
fies knowledge. Before me on the shelves were the outlines of
an “order of things” where it makes sense to put sex crimes,
homosexuglity and prostitution together. (This order posits cat-
egories as essential in themselves and implicitly imposes hier

| archies of categorical definitions).
| Certain material is somehow deemed
" to be about homosexuality as distinct
from any other subject. More fundamental still is the constitu-
tion of homoseaxuality as a category which may be defined and
delineated. Before me on the sheives this category was made.
concrete.
My browsing allowed me to become aware of a site.
In a closed-stack library the taxonomy of power is less visible
than in an open-stack library such as the MacOdrum. This vis¥
bility is a function hoth of access to a place where an order is
made manifest on shelves and, further, of the ability to browse
through those shelves. The shelves further serve to constrain
means of accessing knowledge which do not fall within this tax-
onomy of knowledge by the way they physically channel bodies
through the stacks. With this constraint in mind, though, it
may yet be possible that, in browsing, the order of the cata-
logue may be circumvented and the nature of this ordering by
classification be brought intoe question.
The operation of browsing illuminates an outline of

" power/knowledge. The shelves of the MacOdrum ibrary repre-

sent nothing less than an undertaking to constitute a compre-
hensive map of the order of knowledge and power. If we take
up this map we may liberate ourselves from our dependency
upon the catalogue and the librarians who serve as the gate-
keepers of knowledge. This is an expedition into the logic of
power, Noi

only in the library are the categories apparent before us, but,
with care, we may move through the system by which the library
illustrates in microcosm the operations of the apparatus of
power/knowledge in society at large.
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homosexuality

The reality of the category of homosexuaiity is sustained
only in a specific social constitution of parsllel, oppositional and
contiguous categories of gender, sex and sexuality. Outside of a
specific histerical and social moment there is no homosexuality,
but only simple actions and desires which within a given appara-
tus are understood to be homosexual. MacOdrum inadvertently
provides a veritable history of the formation of sexuality in the
pelygiot nature of material which it classifies as homosexual.
Psychoanalytic material shares space with histories of Chinese
courtly life and post-Stonewall Gay liberation. By some logic
these materials are held to be the same. They are furthermore
posited to be s¢ “homosexual” in subject-orientation as to be cat-
egorized as homosexual and not as primarily psychological, his-
torical or political.  This may be seen as particularly important in

a system where a work has to be “very homosexual” 1o be cate-

gorized as such. Material conceming alcoholism and homosexu-
ality, for instance, is categorized with material concerning alco-
holism not material concerning homosexuality.

Double entries of this sort enabie a researcher to locate
some material concerning the category of homosexuality only in
subject areas cutside of that category. This does not negate the
posited stratification of categories, but serves to emphasize a
hierarchicai relation. In this sense the category of homosexuality
is subordinated to other categories within the dispositif put for-
ward in the MacOdrum taxonomy. This taxonomy of knowledge is
socially contingent while attempting to represent itself as natural.
It is hierarchical while making an appeal to common-sense.

~Moreover, it is a witness to its own prejudices while attempting to

feign transparency.
i o]

the Library of d{(ongress
Classification Schedule

The Classification Schedule is one of several primary
guides to the taxonemy established by the Library of Congress.
The Union Catalogue is a comprehensive summary of material
designated with a Library of Congress number. The Library of
Congress Subject Headings provide signposts by which material
ranged within taxonomies may be classified and sought out.
Both the Subject Headings and Union Catalogue are readily avail-
able to patrons of the MacOdrum library attempting to fing specif-
ic works or material in a general area of interest. The
Classification Schedule is distinct from these other guides in that
it is not a guide for research, but an outline of the physical dispo-
sition of material as it appears in the stacks. It is this guide that
library cataloguers deploy in situating material both within the
library physically and within the logic of the Library of Congress.

i ]
the site

The subject area of “homosexuality. lesbianism” -
Library of Congress designation, HQ75 - is not only a region with-
in a map of the logic of power, but also a place and time made
physically concrete. Here, the discursive texonomic abstraction
is made articulate within a nondiscursive institution. An enor
mous expenditure of resources is necessary for the specific orga-
nization of knowledge manifested on the fourth floor of

MacQdrum. This construction is no accident, but the result of a
century of the agonizing operation of the logic of the Library of
Congress and the circumstance of Carleton Universiiy’s policy of
acquisition in specific subject areas.

Even this is not the entirety of the site ouilined by
HQ75. An illustration of the moment which this space promotes
could take the form of any one of dozens of encounters over my
six years in the MacOdrum Library as a patron seeking out materi-
al concerning homasexuaiity. Rounding the corner into the HQ75
section a surprised face will look up at me and quickly down
again. Within seconds one or both of us has either scuttled off
or is carefully checking the other out.

ahh! Another queer'!

It is ludicrous to pretend that a patron may anonymously
peruse the subject area of homosexuality as if this subject had
nho connection to the violence which characterizes a homosexual
life. The homosexual experience is one of subordination and sep-
aration from the norm. Any association with this category is
potentially incriminating and, still worse, contaminating.

The terms "incriminating” and "contaminating" are not
accidental. It is possibie for a researcher to ponder material con-
cerning Ukrainian-Canadians without being assumed to be a
Ukrainian-Canadian or even sympathetic to Ukrainian-Canadians.
This is not the case with material concerning homosexuality. An
interest in this subject-area is supposed a deviant interest. This
is not coincidental with an apparatus in which homosexual desire
and behavicur are first categorized and are then understood to be
criminal or pathological: '

t he establishment of homosexuzlity as a separated
category goes hand in hand with its repression. On the
one hand, we have the creation of a minority of “home-
sexuals,” on the other, the transformation in the
majority of the repressed homosexual elements of
desire infoe the desire to repress. Hence sublimated
homosexuality is the basis of the paranocia about home-
sexuality which pervades social behaviour.

Jeffrey Weeks

A similar case must be made for the categorized materi-
al which directly brackets homosexuality. - The Library of Congress
marks the categories of sex crimes (HQ64) and
sadism/masochism//fetishism (HQ79) as being precisely contigu-
ous with homosexuality. Would you take your mother to HQ797?
Would you like your picture in the paper next to HQG647?

Clearly these subject-areas are not valuefree. The
HQ75 designation concerns work which is not culturally neutral,
but which is loaded with pejorative denotative and connotative
significance. When made concrete in the form of books on
shelves this symbolic weight is maintained and serves to consti-
tute a dangercus space in which a patron may be seen to demon-
strate a criminal or unhealthy interest.

Neone of this is lost on the person whose desire is pejo-
ratively categorized in this fashion and who wishes o explore
material on leshian or gay culture. The creation of this shameful
site as a reification of legal and medical categories may be seen
to be of tremendous importance to the constitution of identity in

2l
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those lesbians and gay men who come seeking knowledge of the
self. These seekers find themselves In the midst of an institution
whose operation systematically subordinates that selfhood.
Joseph Harry points out that:

a significant minority of young gays have learned
about homosexuality from books written by psychia-
trists. In consequence, the teen-aged gay searching for
identity with which to clothe his desires is offered one
that is exitremely negalive. Some may give in to that
identity and perceive themselves as mentally i

In this context the valuation of knowledge
has direct consequences for those who must seek
to understand themselves within an apparatus &
where certain desires and acts are shameful.
In making concrete this form of knowledge
and power, the library has further created a 4
space where the person seeking this under-
standing must risk expasure of an illicit and contagious selthood.

=mem N10rarchy and
subordination

Very specific and soclally contingent assertions concern-
ing sexuality and gender are collapsed in the HQ75 subject-head-
ing of “homosexuality. lesbianism.”™ A nineteenth-century logic is
here incorporated into the taxonomy following the distinction
between a male homosexual as a homosexual and a female
homosexual as a lesbian. This typology is made explicit in the
Subject Headings directory where for “Homosexuality, Female”
the inquiring researcher is directed to “USE Lesbianism.”

The assertion of a category of sexuality not only serves
to valorize this category, but in its operation also legitimates the
increasingly transparent associated and co-dependent categories
of sex and gendet. This valorization serves to concretize these
categories within a taxonomy of knowledge and power and situ-
ates underlying frames of sex and gender within an all too obvi-
ous hierarchical relation. Leshianism follows homosexuality and
is subordinated within this category in precisely the fashion that
topics concerning women are systematically subordinated to top-
ics concerning men.

This hierarchical relation is regular, rigid and systematic.
Its logic serves 1o assert certain categories of humanity, experi-
ence, being and knowledge over others. Under the heading of
“Sexual behaviour and attitudes” the category of girl follows the
category of boy (HQ27.3-H(Q27.5). The category of men (HQ28) is
followed by women (HQ22). HQ30 is a catch-ali category further
subordinated to the preceding categories in which the aged, the
handicapped and the sick are conflated.

The category of homosexuality is systematically subordi-
nated foilowing the same logic. Under the subject area of “Sex
instruction and sexual ethics™ HQD5 is a single classification in
which the aged and homosexual men are conflated. Leshianism
does not suffer the same comparison but is simply erased. This
precise logic is represented again in general works concerning
alcoholism where HV5138 “Alcohol and the aged” is contiguous
with HV5139 “Alcohol and homosexuals.” The precise logic by
which these two categories are arbitrarily associated is a subject

of investigation in itself. It is sufficient for the purposes of this
investigation that the Classification Schedule regularly links these
categories.

browsing as

derive and detournement

The Library of Congress Classification Schedule may be
understood as a “system of relations that can be established
between... elements." Multiple overlapping strata of sex and sex-
uality, gender and hierarchy are meticulously ordered in nothing
less than an attempt to categorize all knowledge. As a represen-
tation of our society in its construction of power/knawledge the
classification schedule provides an opportunity for substantial
archaeological exploration. As a resuit of it we can move into a
space at random and discover meaning in everything we stumble
across.

The MacOdrum Library represents a concrete manifesta-
tion of the abstract disposition which is the taxonomy of knowl-
edge/power articulated in the Classification Scheduie. The physi-
cal site is precisely contiguous with the site of multiple epis-
temes and as we meander through the one we do so through the
other. For this expedition we are either limited to the strict chan-
neis afforded us by the apparatus or we may decide to browse, to
wander off the posted route.

Guy-Ernest Debord struggled with parallel restrictions in
his Memoires of 1957 and his Society of the Spectacle of
1967. His “situations” may be understood as parallel to and
subversive of the rigid dispositions apparent in the Schedule.
Urban architectural forms vield an accurate map of modernity as
does the physical institution of the library. Both models consti-
tute maps of an underlying apparatus of rationality and feighed
norraesthetic functionalism. Both reveal a logic of individuation
and restriction and of systematic limitation and exclusion.

Dehord’s “syntax” of society is remarkably post-structur-
al in its acknowledgement of context and emphasis upon a reflex-
ive discourse. With this in mind we may understand the
Classification Schedule and urban geography as parallel narra-
tives. Debord’s strategy of resistance takes two forms: “the
“dérive,” a drift down city streets in search of signs of attraction
or repulsion, and “détournement.” the theft of aesthetic artifacts
from their contexts and their diversion into contexts of one’s own
device." Might we drift through the stacks without apparent aim
and take to ourselves those freasures which luck presents us
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with? Might we disregard the organization and simply leam
from whatever we find? Do | need to discover myself only in
HQ75 - a category of the apparatus and not of my own cre-
ation®?

Debord's tactic may be understood as “browsing
the city” or more fundameniaily “browsing the apparatus.”
We do not ignore the safety promised in the signposts we
are offered; we simply disregard it in favour of adventure:

t hat was the burden assumed by these who
commtitied themselves to a life of permanent nov-
elty. Each day the members of the LI {Lettrist
International] would wali the streets mot as pris-
oners of wages and prices, not as employses,
shoppers or tourists, but as travellers in a
labyrinth revealed by their wish to find it. Each
day they would case the spectacles in art and
advertising, news and history, pillage bits and
pieces, and make them speak in new tongues, in a
counterlanguage, in every instance feaving a small
hele in the great spectacle of social life, at least
as it governed the group’s own space and time.
Playing a "game of freedom"—"a systematic
questioning," Debord said, “of all the diversions
and werks of a scciety, a total critique of its ideas
of happiness”—the LI would become “the mas-
ters and possessors of their own lives.”

Greil Marcus

Alongside this “systematic questioning” we may
perform a guestioning of the system. As we delve into the
syntax of the social life - its underlying epistemological
assertions, its tyranny over knowledge and subsequent
delineation of our selfhood - we may begin to free ourselves
from our allotted disposition and rove the stacks at wiil.

Nicholas Packwood is a Carelton University M.A. student in
cultural anthropology studying the relationship of AIDS to
culture.
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