Hula Lands

Corporate Tourism
and the Prostitution

of Hawaiian Culture

Burdened with commodification of our culture and

exploitation of our people, Hawaiians exist in an occupied
country whose hostage people are forced to witness -

and, for many, to participate in — our own collective humiliation
as tourist artifacts for the First World.

HAUNANI-KAY TRASK
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mm  mew L OHA MAI
Aloba kakou. I greet you as a genealogical
descendant of the Hawaiian islands of
Maui and Kaua'i, as an American-subju-
gated Native, as part of a non-self govern-
ing people — Hawaiians — and as a Polyne-
sian member of the pan-Pacific movement
for self-determination that has been grow-
ing in our part of the world for the last 40
vears. I am speaking today as a Native
Hawvniian woman in struggle.

I am certain that all of you have heard
of Hawai'i. But I doubt that the history of
how Hawai‘t came to be territorially in-
corporated, and economically, politically,
and culturally subordinated to the United
States is known to many of you. Nor is it
common knowledge that Hawaiians have
been struggling for over 20 years to
achieve a land base and some form of po-
litical sovereignty on the same level as
American Indians. Finally, I would imag-
ine that most Americans could not place
Hawai‘i or any other Pacific istand on a
map of the Pacific. But despire all this
ignorance, five million Americans will
vacation in my homeland this year and the
next, and so on into the foreseeable capi-
talist future. Such are the intended privi-
leges of the so-called American standard
of living: ignorance of, and yet, power
over, onek relation to Native peoples.

Thanks ro post-war American imperi-
alism, the ideology that the United States

has no overseas colonies and is, in fact, the
champion of self-determination che world
over, holds no greater sway than in the
United States itself. To most white Ameri-
cans, then, Hawai'l is sheirs: to use, to rake,
and above all, to fantasize about long after
the experience,

Just five hours away from California,
Hawai't is a thousand light vears away in
fantasy. Mostly 2 state of mind, Hawai is
the image of escape from the rawness and
violence of daily American life. Hawai‘ —
the word, the vision, the sound in the
mind - is the fragrance and feel of soft
kindness. Above all, Hawait is “she,” the
Western image of the Native “female” in
her magical allure. And if luck prevails,
some of “her” will rub off on you, the
VISItOT.

This fictional Hawaii comes out of the
depths of Western sexual sickness which
demands a dark, sin-free Native for in-
stant gratificarion between imperialist
wars. The attraction of Hawaii is stimu-
lated by slick Hollywood movies, sac-
charine Andy Williams music, and the
constant psychological deprivations of
maniacal American life. Tourists flock to
my Native land for escape, but they are
escaping into a state of mind while partic-
ipating in the destruction of a host people
in a Native place,

‘To Hawaiians, daily life is neither soft
nar kind. In fact, the political, economic,
and cultural reality for most Hawaiians is
hard, ugly and cruel.

Today, glass and steel shopping malls
with layered parking lots stretch over
what was once the most ingeniously irri-
gated taro lands, feeding millions of Ha-
wailans over thousands of years. Large
bays, delicately ringed long ago with well-
stocked fishponds, are now heavily silted
and chuttered with jet skis, windsurfers,
and saitboats. Multi-storey hotels disgorge
over six million tourists a year onto stun-
ningly beautiful (and easily polluted)
beaches, closing off access to locals. On
our major islands of Hawai‘i, Maui, O‘ahu,
and Kaua®, meanwhile, military airfields,
training camps, weapons storage facilities,
and exclusive housing and beach arcas
remind the Native Hawaiian who owns
Hawai‘i: the foreign, colonial councry
called the United States of America.

But colonization has brought more
than physical eransformation to our lush
and ancient islands. Visible in garish “Pol-
ynesian” revues, commercial ads using
Hawaiian dance and language to sell vaca-
tions and condominiums, the trampling of
our sacred Jeigu (temples) and burial
grounds as tourist recreation sites, a gro-
tesque commercializarion of everything
Hawaiian has damaged our people psy-
chologically, reducing their ability to con-
trol their lands and waters, their daily

lives and the expression and integrity of
their cultire. The cheapening of Hawailan
culture (e.g. the traditional value of a/oba
as reciprocal love and generosity now
used to sell everything from cars and
plumbing to securities and air condition-
ing) is so complete that non-Hawaiians, at
the urging of the tourist industry and the
politicians, are transformed into “Hawai-
ians at heart,” a phrase that speaks worlds
about how grotesque the cheft of things
Hawaiian has become. Economically, the
statistic of 30 toutists for every Native
means that land and watey, public policy,
law and the general political attitude are
shaped by the ebb and flow of coutist in-
dustry demands. For Hawaiians, the inun-
dation of foreigners decrees marginaliza-
tion in our own land.!

In the vanguard of collaboration, the
State of Hawai'i pours millions into the
tourism industry, even to the extent of
funding a booster club — the Hawai4 Visi-
tors’ Bureau — whose media propaganda
tells locals, “the mare you give” w tour-
ism, the “more you get.”?

And what Hawailans “get” is popula-
tion densities in some areas likeé Hong
Kong, a housing shortage because of stag-
gering numbers of migrants from the con-
tinental United States and from Asia, a
soaring crime rate as impoverished locals
prey on flauntingly rich tourists, and en-
vironmental crises, like water depletion,
which threaten the entire archipelago.
Rather than stem the flood, the state is
projecting a tidal wave of twelve million
tourists by the year 2010, and encouraging
space facilities and battleship homeport-
ing as added economic “security.™

For Hawaiians, this latest degradation is
but another stage in the agony that began
with the first footfall of European explor-
ers in 1778, shattering rwo millennia of
Hawatian civilization characterized by an
indigenous way of caring for the land
(called malamaing in Hawaiian). Intro-
duced diseases from syphilis and tubercu-
losis to small pox, measles and leprosy
killed Hawaiians by the hundreds of thou-
sands, reducing our Native population
(from an estimated one million at contact)
by 95 percent in just over a hundred years.*
Gunboat diplomacy by Western powers
and missionary duplicity against the Ha-
waiian chiefs forced the transformation of
Hawaiian land tenure from communal use
to private property by the middle of the
19¢h century. Called the Grear Mahele,
this dispossession of the Hawaiians’ birth-
right — our owe hanaw, or birthsands —
allowed foreigners to own land. As the
Hawaiian people continued to die off in
multiple epidemics throughour the 19th
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century, the haole (white) foreigner bought
up more land until, by 1888, three-quar-
ters of all arable land was controlled by
haole’ In this way, as one scholar has re-
marked, “Western imperialism had been
accomplished without the usual bother-
some wars and costly colonial administra-
tion."®

In the meantime, Protestant missioniz-
ing constantly attacked Native customs
from the Aula to Hawaiian sexual practices
while individual missionaries acquired
vast acreages of Hawailan land. Finally,
the American military overthrew the con-
stinitional Hawailan government headed
by Queen Lili‘vokalani in 1893, with the
familiar justification of “protecting Ameri-
can lives and property.” Resistance by
Hawatians was crushed and an all-white
puppet government called the Republic of
Hawai'l was put in place in 1894, with
forced annexation to {and citizenship in}
the United States following in 1898, The
ruling planters party, composed primarily
of missionary descendants, governed
Hawai'i as an oligarchy throughour the
Terrirorial era. Despite our Native peo-
ple’s oppusition, Hawail became a state in
19597

As a result of these actions, Hawaiians
became a conquered people, their lands
and culrure subordinated to another na-
tion. Made to feel and survive as inferiors
when their sovereignty as a nation was

24

forcibly ended by American military
power, we Hawalians were rendered polit-
ically and economically powerless by the
turn of the century. Today, our people
continue to suffer the effects of American
colonization even after the alleged demo-
cratization of statehood. Preyed upon by
corporate tourism, caught in a political
system where we have no separate legal
status from which to control our land base
{over a million acres of so-called “trust”
lands set aside by Congress for Native
beneficiaries but leased by their alleged
“trustee,” the State of Hawai'l, to non-
Natives), Hawaiians have been reduced to
20 percent of the resident population in
our own land. Despite the presence of a
small middle class, Hawaiians as a people
register the same profile as other indige-
nous people controlled by the United
States: high unemployment, catastrophic
health problems, low educational atain-
ment, large numbers institutionalized in
the militrary and prisons, occupational
ghettoization in pootly paid jobs, and in-
creasing out-migration that amounts to
diaspora® The latest affliction of colonial-
ism — corporate tourism — has meant a
particularly insidious form of cultural
prostitution. The Aulg, for example, has
been made ornamental, a form of exotica
for the gaping tourist. Far from encourag-

ing a cultural revival, as tourist industry

apologists contend, tourism has appropri-
ated and prostituted the accomplishments
of a resurgent interest in things Hawaiian

-(e.g. the current use of replicas of Hawai-

ian artifaccs like fishing and food imple-
ments, capes, helmets and other symbols
of ancient power to decorate hotels).
Hawaiian women, meanwhile, are mar-
keted on posters from Paris to Tokyo
promising an unfettered, “primitive” sexu-
ality. Burdened with commodification of
our culture and exploitation of our peo-
ple, Hawailans exist in an occupied coun-
try whose hostage people are forced to
witness {and, for many, to participate in)
our own colleceive humiliation as tourist
artifacts for the First World.

In Hawai, the destruction of ovr land
and the prostitution of our culture is
planned and executed by multi-national
corporations (both foreign-based and
Hawai‘i-based) by huge landowners (like
the missionary-descended Castle and
Cook and others) and by collaborationist
state and county governments. The ideo-
logical gloss that claims tourism to be our
economic saviour and the “patural” result
of Hawaiian culture is manufactured by ad
agencies (like the state-supported Hawai'i
Visitors’ Bureau) and tour companies
{many of which are owned by the air-
lines}, and spewed out to the public
through complicitous cultural engines
like film, tefevision and radio, and the
daily newspapers. As for the local labour
unions, both rank and file and manage-
ment clamour for more tourists while the
construction industry lobbies incessantly
for larger resorts.

The major public educational institu-
tion, the University of Hawai‘l, funnels
millions of taxpayer dollars into a School
of Travel Industry Management and a
Business School replete with a Real Estare
Center and a Chair of Free Enterprise. As
the propaganda arm of the tourist indus-
try in Hawai'i, both schools churn out
studies that purport to show why Hawai'i
needs more golf courses, hotels, and
tourist infrastructure, and how Hawaiian
culture is “naturally” one of giving and
entertaining.

Of course, state-encouraged
commodification and prostitution of Na-
tive cultures through tourism is not
unique to Hawai‘l. It is suffered by peo-
ples in places as disparate as Goa, Aus-
tralia, Tahiti and the southwestern United
Srates. Indeed, the problem is so common-
place that international organizations —
e.g. the Ecumentcal Coalition on Third
World Touristn out of Bangkok, the Cen-
ter for Responsible Tourism in California,
and the Third World European Network
— have banded together to help give voice
to Native peoples in daily resistance
against corporate tourism. My focus on
Hawai'i, although specific to my own cul-
ture, would likely transfer well when ap-
plied to other Native peoples.”

Furst, before [ move into an analysis of
our Native culture and its prostitution, let
me just round out the statistical picture of
corporate tourism in Hawai'l
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@ Tact: Thirty years ago, at statehood,
Hawai‘i residents outnumbered tourists
by more than 2 to 1. Today, tourists
outnumber residents by 6 to 1; they
outnumber Native Hawaiians by 30
to 1.

¢ [act: According to independent econo-
mists and criminologists, “tourism has
been the single most powerful factor in
Ofahu’s crime rate,” including crimes
against people and propesty.”!

¢ Fact: Independent demographers have
been pointing out for years that “tour-
1sm is the major source of population
growth in Hawai‘i” and that “rapid
growth of the tourist industry ensures
the trend toward a rapidly expanded
population thar recetves lower per.
capita income.”

¢ Fact: The Bank of Hawai'i has reported
that the average real incomes of
Hawai'i residents have grown only one
per cent during the period from the
early seventies through the early eigh-
ties. The Census Bureau reports that
personal income growth in Hawai‘
during the same time was the lowest by
far of any of the 50 American states.”

¢ lact: Ground water supplies on O'ahu
will be insufhcient to meet the needs
of residents and tourists by the year
2000

¢ Fact: According to the Honolulu Adver-
tiser, “Japanese investors have spent
more than $7.1 billion on their acquisi-
dons” since 1986 in Hawai'i. This kind
of volume translates into huge alien-
ations of land and properties. For ex-
ample, nearly 2,000 acres of land on
the Big Island of Hawai‘i was purchased
for $18.5 million while over 7,000 acres
on Moloka‘t went for $33 million. In
1989, over $1 billion was spent by the
Japanese on land alone.®

¢ Fact: More plants and animals from
Hawail are now extinct or on the en-
dangered species list than in all the rest
of the United States.!

¢ Fact More than 19,500 families are on
the Hawaiian trust lands list, wairing
for housing or pastoral lots.””

¢ Fact: The median cost of a home (in-
cluding condominiums) on the most
populated island of Oahu 15 $290,400,
almost $30,000 more than in the San
Francisco Bay area.'®

¢ Fact Hawai't has by far the worst ratio
of average family income to average
housing costs in the country. This ex-
plains why families spend nearly 52
percent of their gross income for hous-
ing costs.””

4 Fact: Nearly one-fifth of Hawai'l’s resi-
dent population is classified as wegr-
homeless, that 15, those for whom any
mishap results in immediate on-the-
street homelessness.?®

These kinds of random statistics render a
very bleak picrare, not at all what the
posters and jingoistic tourist promoters
would have you believe about Hawai‘i

Now, some definitions of terms in my
analysis.

My use of the word “tourism” in the
Hawai‘t context refers to a mass-based,
corporately controlled industry that is
both vertically and horizontally integrated
such that one multi-national corporation
owns an airline, the tour buses that trans-
port tourists to the corporation-owned
hotel where they eat in a corporation-
owned restaurant, play golf and “experi-
ence” Hawai't on corporation-owned
recreation areas, and eventually consider
buying a second-home built on corpora-
tion land. Profits, in this case, are mostly
repairiated back to the home country. In
Hawal'i, these “home” countries are Japan,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Canada, Australia
and the United Stares, In this sense, Ha-

.wai‘l 1s very much like a Third World

colony where the local elite — the Demo-
cratic Party in our state — collaborates in
the rape of Native land and people.”!

The mass nature of this kind of tour-
ism results in mega-resort complexes on
thousands of acres with demands for water
and services that far surpass the needs of
Hawai‘i residents. These complexes may

status from which to control our land base, Hawaiians

bases and airports of their own. As you
might imagine, the density of certain parts
of Honolulu (e.g. Waik1ki) is among the
highest in the world. At the present visitor
count, more than five million tourists
pour through O‘ahu, which is 90 miles in
circumtference and 49 miles across at 1ts
largest point. According to a sratistician [
met at an international tourism confer-
ence in Germany in 1986, Hawai'i suffers
the greatest number of tourists per square
mile than any other place on earth.

With this as a background on tourism,
I want to move now into the area of cul-
wiral prostitution. “Prostitution” in this
context refers to the entire institution
which defines a woman (and by extension
the “female”) as an object of degraded and
victimized sexuval value for use and ex-
change through the mediom of money.
The “prostiture” is then a woman who
sells her sexual capacities and is seen,
thereby, to possess and reproduce them
at will, that is, by her very “nature.” The
prostitute and the institution which cre-
ates and maintains her are, of course, of

- reyed upon by corporate tourism, caught in a
political system where we have no separate legal

have been reduced to 20 percent of the resident

population in our own land.

boast several hotels, golf courses, restau-
rants, and other “necessaries” to complete
the roral rourist experience. Infrastructure
is usually built by the developer in ex-
change for county approval of more hotel
units. In Hawai‘l counties bid against each
other to attract larger and larger com-
plexes. “Rich” counties, then, are those
with more resorts since they will pay
more of the tax base of the county. The
richest of these is the County of Honolulu
which encompasses the entire island of
Ofahu. This island is the site of four major
tourist destinations, a major international
airport, and 80 percent of the resident
population of Hawai‘l. The military also
controls 25 percent of the island with

partriarchal origin. The pimp is the con-
duit of exchange, managing the commeod-
ity that is the prostitute while acting as
the guard at the entry and exit gates,
making sure the prostitute behaves as a
prostitute by fulfilling her sexual-econo-
mic functions. The victims participate in
their victimization with enormous ranges
of feeling, including resistance and com-
plicity, bue the force and continuity of the
institution are shaped by men.

There is much more to prostitution
than my sketch reveals, but this must
suffice for I am interested in using the
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largest sense of this term as a metaphor in
understanding what has happened to
Hawaiian culture. My purpose is not to
exact detail or fashion a model, but to
convey the utter degradation of our cul-
ture and our people under corporate
tourism by employing “prostitution” as an
analytic category.

Frnally, T have chosen four areas of
Hawaiian culmre to examine: our home-
land, or one hanan cthat is Hawai'i, our
lands and fisheries, the outlying seas and
the heavens; our language and dance; our
familial relationships, and our women.

Na Mea Hawei'i — Things Hawaiian
The mo'alelo, or history of Hawaiians, is to

be found in our genealogies. From our
great cosmogenic genealogy, the Kumulips,

derives the Hawaiian identity. The “essen-
tial lesson” of this genealogy 1s “the inter-
relatedness of the Hawaiian world, and the
inseparability of its constituent parts.”
Thus, “the genealogy of the land, the
gods, chief and people intertwine one
with the other, and with all aspects of the
universe,”??

In the mo'olelo of Papa and Wakea,
earth-rnother and sky-father, our islands
are born: Hawai‘i, Maui, O‘ahy, Kauaf,
and Ni‘thau. From their human offspring
came the taro plant and from the taro
came the Hawaiian people. The lessons of
our genealogy are that human beings have
a familial relationship to land and to the
taro, our elder siblings, or kugana.

In Hawai‘i, as in all of Polynesia,
younger siblings must serve and honour
elder siblings who, In turn, must feed and
care for their younger siblings. Therefore,
Hawaiians must cultivate and husband the
land which will feed and provide for the
Hawaiian people. This relationship of

)awaii itself is the female
" object of degraded and
victimized sexual value.

people to land is called mafama aina or
alobaaing, care and love of the land.

When people and land wozk together
harmoniousty, the balance that results is
czlled poro. In Hawaiian society, the /i’
or chiefs, were required to maintain order,
abundance of food, and good government.
The makaGinana or common people
worked the land and fed the chiefs; the
ail'i organized production and appeased
the gods.

Today, malamaina is called stewardship
by some, although that word does not
convey spiritual and genealogical connec-
tions. Nevertheless, to love and make the
land flourish is a Hawatian value. Afus,
one of the words for land, means rhar
whick feeds. Kamagina, a term for native-
born people, means child of the land. Thus
is the Hawaiian relationship to land both
familial and reciprocal.

Our deities are
also of the fand:
Pele is our volcano,
Kane and Lono our
fertile valleys and
plains, Kanaloa our
ocean and all that
lives within it, and
so on with the
40,000 and 400,000
gods of Hawai'i.
Our whole uni-
verse, physical and
metaphysical, is
divine.

Within this
world, the older
people, or kiipuna
are to cherish those who are younger, the
#o'epuna. Unstinting generosity is a value
and of high status. Social connections be-
tween out people are through aloba, sim-
ply translated as love, but carrying with it
a profoundly Hawaiian sense thar 1s, again,
familial and genealogical. Hawaiians feel
aloba for Hawaii whence they come from,
and for their Hawaiian kin upon whom
they depend. [t is nearly impossible to feel
or practise aloha for something that is not
familial. This is why we extend familial
relations to those few non-Natives whom
we feel understand and can reciprocate
our aioka. But aloba is freely given and
freely returned, it 1s not, and cannot be,
demanded, or commanded. Above all,
aloba is a cultural feeling and practice that
works among the people and between the
people and their land.

The significance and meaning of #loba
underscores the centrality of the Hawaiian
language or @elo to the culture, Olelo
means both language and wongue; modlels,
or history, is that which comes from the
tongue, i.e. a story. Haole or white people
say we have oral history, but what we have

are stories passed on through the genera-
tions. These are different from the baole

" sense of history. To Hawaiians in tradi-

tional society, language had tremendous
power, thus the phrase, i ks Felo ke ola; i ka
lelo ka make — in language 1s life, in lan-
guage is death. Moreoves, the language is
given added power through the serious-
ness and precicusness of the form in
which it is offered, such as chant, mele or
formal speech.

After nearly 2,000 years of speaking
Hawaiian, our people suffered the near
extinction of our language through its
banning by the American-imposed gov-
ernment in 1900, the year Hlawai‘t became
a territory of the United States. All
schools, government operations and
official transactions were thereafter
conducted in English, despite the fact thac
most people, including non-natives, still
spoke Hawailan ar the torn of the century.

Since 1970, #lels Hawait, or the Hawai-
ian language, has undergone a tremendous
revival, including the rise of language im-
mersion schools. The State of Hawai'l now
has two official languages, Hawaiian and
English, and the call for Hawaiian lan-
guage speakers and teachers is increasing
every day.®

Along wich the flowering of Hawaiian
language has come a flowering of Hawai-
ian dance, especially in its ancient form,
called Aula kabiko. Dance academies,
known as halau, have proliferated through-
out Hawai‘l as have Fums buls, or dance
masters, and formal competitions where
all-might presentations continue for three
or four days to throngs of appreciative
listeners. Indeed, among Pacific Islanders,
Hawaiian dance is considered one of the
finest Polynesian art forms today.

Of course, the cultural revitalization
thar Hawaiians are now experiencing and
transmitting to their children is as much a
repudiation of colonization by so-called
‘Western civilization in its American form
as it is a reclamation of our own past and
our own ways of life. This is why culraral
revitalization s often resisted and dispar-
aged by anthropologists and others: they
see very clearly that its political effect is
decolonization of the mind. Thus our re-
jection of the nuclear family as the basic
unit of society and of individualism as the
best form of human expression infuriates
social workers, the churches, the legal sys-
tem and educators to this day. Hawatians
continue to have allegedly “illegitimate”
children, to harai or adopt both children
and adults outside of sanctioned Western
legal concepts, to hold and use land and
water in a collective form rather than a
private property form, and to proscribe
the notion and the value that one person
should strive to surpass and therefore out-
shine all others.
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All these Hawaiian values can be
grouped under the idea of hawna, loosely
translated as farmily, but more accurately
imagined as a group of both closely and
distantly-related people who share nearly
everything, from land and food to chil-
dren and starus. Sharing is central to this
value since it prevents individual decline.
Of course, poverty is not thereby avoided,

it is only shared with everyone in the unit,

The shana works effectively when the
Kug ana relationship {elder sibling/
younger sibling reciprocity) is practised.

Fmally, within the bhara, ocur women
are considered the lifegivers of the nation
and are accorded the respect and honour
this status conveys. Our young women,
like our young people in general, are the
pua, or flower of our labui, or our nation.
The renowned beauty of our women, es-
pecially their sexual beauty, is not consid-
ered 4 commodity to be hoarded by fa-
thers and brothers but an attribute of our
people. Sexually-speaking, Hawaiians are
very open and free about sexual relation-
ships, although Christianity and organized
rebigion have done much to damage these
traditional sexual values.

With this understanding of whart it
means to be Hawaiian, T want to move
now to the prostitution of our culture by
tourism.

Hawai'i itself is the female object of
degraded and victimized sexual value.
Our ‘sina, or lands, are not any longer the
source of food and shelter, but the source
of money. Land is now called real estare;
rather than our mother, Papa. The Ameri-
can relationship of people w the land is
thar of exploiter to exploited. Beautiful
areas, once sacred to my people, are now
expensive resorts; shorelines where net
fishing, seaweed gathering and crabbing
occurred are more and more the exclusive
domain of recreational activities: sunbath-
ing, windsurfing, jet skiing. Now, even
access to beaches near hotels is strictly
regulated or denied to the local public
altogether.

The phrase malama aina — to care for
the land — is used by government officials
to sell new projects and to convince the
locals that hotels can be built with a
concern for “ecology.” Hotel historians,
like hotel doctors, are stationed in-house
to soothe the visitors” stay with the pabu-
lum of invented myths and tales of the
“primitive.”

High schools and hotels adopt each
other and funnel teenagers through major
resorts for guided tours from kitchens to
gardens to honeymoon suites in prepara-
tion for post-secondary jobs in the lowest-

paid industry in the state. In the mean-
time, tourist appreciation kits and movies
are distributed through the State Depart-
ment of Education to all elementary
schools. One film, unashamedly titled
“What's in it for Me?,” was devised to con-
vince locals that tourism is, as the news-
papers never tire of saying, “the only
game in town.”

Of course, all this hype is necessary to
hide the truth about tourism, the awful
exploitative truth that che industry is the
major cause of environmental degrada-
tion, low wages, land dispossession and
the highest cost of living in the United
Stated.

While this propaganda is churned out
to local residents, the commercialization
of Hawailan culture proceeds with calls
for more sensitive marketing of our Na-
tive values and practices. After all, a pros-
titute is only as good as her income-pro-
ducing ralents. These talents, in Hawaiian
term, are the bula; che generosity, or aloba,
of our people; the #7% or youthful beauty
of our women and men; and the continu-
ing allure of our lands and waters, that is,
of our place, Hawai‘l

The selling of these ralents must pro-
duce income. And the function of tourism
and the State of Hawai'i is to convert
these attributes 1nto profit.

The first requirement is the transfor-
mation of the product, or the culmural
atrribure, much as a woman must be
transformed to look like a prostitute, ie.
something that is complicitous in her own
commodification. Thus Aule dancers wear
clown-like make-up, don costumes from a
mix of Polynesian culwures, and behave in
a manner that is smutty and salacious
rather than powerfully erotic, The dis-
tance between the smutty and the erotic is
precisely the distance between Western
culeure and Hawaiian culture. In the hotel
version of the buls, the sacredness of the
dance has completely evaporated while
the athleticism and sexual expression have
been packaged like ornaments, The pur-
pose is entertainment for profit racher
than a joyful and truly Hawaiian celebra-
tion of human and divine nature.

But let us look at some examples. On
page 6 in your Aloha Airlines booklet —
shamelessly called the “Spirit of Aloha” —
you will find a characteristic portrayal of
commeodified Z#/z dancers, one male and
one female. The costuming of the female
15 more: South Pacific — the Cook Islands
and Tahiti — while that of the male is
more Hawaiian. {(He wears a Hawatian
loincloth called a male) The ad smugly
asserts the hotel dinner service as a ifaun, a
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Hawaiian feast, (which is misspelled) with
a continuously open bar, lavish “island”
buffer, and “thrilling” Pelynesian revue.
Needless to say, Hawailans did not drink
alcohol, eat “island” buffets, or participate
in any “thrilling” revues before the advent
of white people in our islands. Nor do
most of us do these things at present.

Bur back to the ad. Lahaina, the loca-
tion of the resort and once the capital of
Hawai'i, is called “royal” because of its
past association with our @47 or chiefs,
Far from being roval today, Lahaina is
sadly inundated by California yuppies,
drug addicts and valley girls.

The male figure in the background is

muscular, partially clothed, and unsmiling.

Apparently, he is supposed to convey an
image of Polynesian sexuality that is both
enticing and threatening. The white

28

women in the audience
can marvel at his physique
and still remain safely dis-
tant. Like the black Amer-
ican male, this Polynesian
man is a fantasy animal.
He casts a slightly malev-
olent glance at our costu-
med maiden whose body
posture and barely cov-
ered breasts contradict the
innocent smile on her
face.

Fally, the “wondrous
allure” referred to in the
ad applies to more than
just the dancers in their
performances; the physi-
cal beauty of Hawaii
“alive under the stars” is
the larger reference.

In this little grotes-
querie, the falseness and
commercialism fairly
scream out from the page.
Our language, our dance,
our young people, even
our customs of earing are
used to ensnare tOUrists.
And the price is only a
paltry $39.95, not much
for rwo thousand years of
culture. Of course, the
hotel will rake in tens of
thousands of doflars a
month on just the # sz
Our young couple will
make less than $150 a
week.

On page 6 of the Tip-
ster section, there is an
ad — called “Moloda'i
Magic” — for 438 acres of
our ‘Zina, here described
as “fee simple, secluded
oceanfront property.” The area is depicted
in typical Hollywood movie language —
“swaying coconut trees, sandy beach, lush
tropical vegetation, and a mature mango
orchard.” The emphasis 1s on the aesthet-
ics of the land rather than its practical
usages like fishing, farming and gathering.
Calling this a “rare opportunity to enjoy
Istand living,” the ad lists the price as $4.4
million, hardly what Hawaiians would
identify as “Tsland living.” Notice that all
realtors listed as contacts have Japanese
surnames:

Leafing through the magazine, you can
find various parts of our islands used as
tourist attractions of all kinds: mountains
on page 7; beaches on page 11; rugged
coastlines on page 12; rivers on page 13;
flowers on page 23 and on the inside/back
cover; uplands on page 26; the volcano on
the front cover; reefs and fish on page 28;
rural Hawailan communities on pages 16,

Border/Lines 23

17, 18, 60 and 61; and Hawaiian art on
page 62. Even Hawaiian activists attempt-
ing to preserve the ‘Zine in a Hawaiian
manner can be found on page 51.

The point, of course, is that everything
in Hawaii can be yours, that is, you the
tourist, the non-Native, the visitor. The
place, the people, the culture, even the
identity as a “Native” is for sale. Thus, the
magazine, like the airline chat prints it, is
called Aloha. The use of this word in a
capitalist context is so far removed from
any cultural context chat it is, literally,
meaningless.

But the transformation of a word or a
value into its opposite is a by-product of
commodification. Thus on page 8, we find
two artists, both hasle — one Israeli and the
other American — proclaimed by the Pres-
ident of Aloha Airlines (himself a Aaole) to
be kamaaina, that is, Native born children
of the land. None of these three people
are Hawaiian by genealogy or ancestry
but, according to the article, they share
Hawaiian values, and are thus transformed
into Hawaiians. Fts all rather easy. Just
move to Hawai'l and you too can be
“Narive.”

‘Lest you think these examples rare, |
should say that this bookket is but one
among thousands of propaganda pieces
that litter Hawai‘i. Indeed, tourist adver-
tising is so commonplace, many Hawai‘l
residents are inured to its presence.

Thus Hawai'i, like a lovely woman, is
there for the taking. Those with only a
little money get a brief encounter, those
with a lot of money, like the Japanese, get
more. The state and counties will give tax
breaks, build infrastructiire, and have the
governor personally welcome tourists to
ensure they keep coming. Just as the pimp
regulates prices and guards the commod-
ity of the prostitute, so the state bargains
with developers for access to Hawaiian
fand and culture. Who builds the biggest
resorts to attract the affluent tourists gets
the best deal: more hotel rooms, golf
courses and restaurants approved. Permits
are fast-tracked, height and density limits
are suspended, new ground water sources
are miraculously found.

Hawaiians, meanwhile, have little
choice in all this. We can 1l up the un-
employment lines, enter the military,
work in the tourist industry, or leave
Hawai'l. Increasingly, Hawaiians are leav-
ing, not by choice but out of economic
necessity.

Our people who work in the industry -
dancers, waiters, singers, valets, gardeners,
housekeepers, bartenders and even a few
managers — make between $10,000 and
$25,000 a year, an impossible salary for a
family in Hawai‘l. Psychologically, our
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young people have begun to think of
tourism as the only employment opportu-
nity, trapped as they are by the lack of
alternatives. For our young, modelling is a
“cleaner” job when compared to waiting
on tables, or dancing in a weekly revue,
but modelling feeds on tourism and the
commodification of Hawaiian women. Tn
the end, the entire employment scene is
shaped by tourism.

Despire their exploitation, Hawaiians’
participation in tourism raises the. prob-
lem of complicity. Because wages are so
low and advancement so rare, whatever
complicity exists is secondary to the eco-
nomic hopelessness that drives Hawaiians
into the industry. Refusing to contribute
to the commercialization of one’ culture
becomes # peripheral concern when un-
employment looms.

Of course, many Hawaiians do not see
tourism as part of their colonization. Thus
touristn is viewed as providing jobs, not as
a form of cultural prostitution. Even those
who have some glimmer of critical con-
sciousness don’t generally agree that the
tourist industry prostitutes Hawaiian cul-
ture. To me, this is a measure of the depth

NOTES

1. For a discussion of state policy based on the
rapid expansion of the tourist industry and its
cracial influence on in-migration and pepula-
tion growth, see Eleanor Nordyke, The Peepling
of Hawaii, 2nd ed. (Honoluiu: University of
Hawai'l Press, 1989), p.134-172. In 1990, Hawai-
ians numbered around 225,000. The tourist
count was projected o 6.5 million by the end
of the year.

2.In the 1989-91 biennium budget of the
Hawai'i state legislature, the Hawaii Visitors’
Bureau recetved over $15 million.

3. Nordyke writes in The Peopling of Hawat'%, “In
1980 the gross density of Waikiki, including
over 17,000 residents, 43,000 non-resident visi-
tors, and 32,000 workers employed in the area
was about 93,000 persons per square mile — one
of the most densely populated regions in the
world” p. 50. In April of 1990, the Waikiki
Improvement Association reporced the de facto
population of Waikiki at 130,000. For examples
of the socio-economic and environmental
problems resulting from tourism see Haowass
Business, April, 1985; Jon Matsuoka and Terry
Kelly, “The Environmental, Economic, znd
Social Impacts of Resort Drevelopment and

ur language, our dance, our young
people, even our customs of eating

are used to ensnare tourists.

of our mental oppression: we can’t under-
stand our own cultural degradacion be-
cause we are living it. As colonized peo-
ple, we are colonized to the extent that
we are unaware of our oppression. When
awareness begins, then so too does decolo-
nization. Judging by the growing resis-
tance to new hotels, to geothermal energy
and manganese nodule mining which
would supplement the tourist industry,
and to increases in the sheer number of
tourists, 1 would say that decolonization
has begun, but we have many more stages
to negotiate on our path to sovereignty.
My brief excursion into the prostitu-
tion of Hawailan culture has done no
more than give an overview. Now that
you have heard a Native view, let me
just leave this thought behind. Tf you are
thinking of visiting my homeland, please
don’t. We don't want or need any more
tourists, and we certainly don’t like them.
If you want to help our cause, pass this
message on to your friends. Thark you, ¢

Haunani-Eay Trask reaches Hawatian Stdies ar
the University of Hawai'i, I-Manoa.,

Tourism on Native Hawaiians,” in Fournal of
Sosiolsgy and Sacial Welfare, vol. 15, no. 4, 1988;
David Stannard, “Tourism Called a Phony
‘Happiness’ Industry,” in Howolulu Star-Bulletin,
June 9, 1986; and the 1989 Declaration of the
Hawai'i Ecomenical Coalition on Tourism
which calls for a ban on all resorts in rural
Havwaiian communities, among other things,
unpublished but available from the American
Friends Service Committee, Honolulu, Hawai'i,
Finally, for state projectians of tourist industry
growth see Nordyke, op. cit, p. 256.

4. For Hawatian population esrimates, see
David Stannard, Before the Horvor: The Population
of Hawaii on the Kve of Western Consact (Hon-
olulu: Universiry of Hawai‘ Press, 1989).

5. For the Hawalian relarionship to land and an
analysis of the impact of the Great Mahele on
this relationship, see Lilikala Kame'eleihiwa,
Land aud the Promise of Capiralism, Ph. D. Disser-
tation, History, University of Hawai‘i, 1986.

6. Neil Levy, “Native Hawaiian Land Rights,”
California Law Review, 63, July, 1975, p. 857.

7. For the original report on the overthrow and
Native sentiment against annexation, see Hon.
James Blount, the Blonnr Report, US 53rd
Congress, Ed. Sess,, 1894-95, House of Repre-
sentatives. For the modern controversy over
the culpability of the United Srares i the over-
throw see, Naztve Hawaiians Study Commission

Repert, vols. T and 11, 1983, US Department of
the Tnzerior. For an analysis of the Territorial
period (1900-1959}, see Noel Kent, Hawas i
Islands Under the Influence (New York: Monthly
Review Press, 1983).

8. For statistics on Hawaiians, see Native Hawai-
tans Stady Commission Reporz, vol, 1, op. cit; also
see E Ola Man: Native Hawatians Health Needs
Sty (Honolulw: At Like, Inc, 1985).

9. The Center for Responsible Tourism and the
Third World European Network were creazed
out of the activism and organizing of the Ecu-
menical Coalition on Third World Tourism
(ECTW'T). This umbrella organization is com-
posed of the following member bodies: All
Africa Conference of Churches, Caribbean
Conference of Churches, Christian Conference
of Asia, Consejo Latinoamericano de Iglesias,
Federation of Asian Bishops Conference /Office
of Human Development, Middle East Council
of Churches, Pacific Conference of Churches.
In addirion, sister organizations, like the Ha-
wai'l Ecumenical Coalidon on Tourism, extend
the network worldwide. The ECTWT pub-
lishes a quarterly magazinc with articles on
Third World tourism and its destructive effects
from child prostitution to dispossession of Na-
tive peoples. The address for ECTW'T is PO.
Box 24 Chorakhebua, Bangkok 10230, Thailand.
10. Nordyke, op. cit, pp. 134-172.

11. Meda Chesney-Lind, “Salient Factors in
Hawai'ts Crime Rare,” University of Hawai%
School of Sacial Work.

12. Nordyke, Ibid.

13. Bark of Hawai‘l Annual Economic Reporr,
1984.

14. Estimate of independent hydrologist Kate
Vandemoer to community organizing group,
Kupaia He eia, February, 1990. Water quality and
ground water depletion are two problems much
discussed by stare and county officials in
Hawai'i bur ignored when resort permits are
considered.

15. Honoluln Advertises; April 8, 1990,

16. David Stannard, Testimony against West
Beach Estates. Land Use Commission, Stace of
Hawai’i, January 10, 1985,

17. Department of Hawaiian Homelands, An-
nual Report, 1989,

18. Homolulu Star-Ballerin, May 8, 1990.

19. Band of Hawai'i Annual Economic Reporr,
1984. This figure is curdated. My guess is that
now, in 1999, families spend closer 1o 65 per-
cent of their gross income for housing costs.
Billion-dollar Japanese investments and ocher
speculation have caused rentals and sales to
skyrocket.

20. This is rthe estimate of a state-contracted
firm that suzrveyed the islands for homeless and
near-homeless families. Testimony was deliv-
ered to the state legisiarure, 1990 session.

21. For an analysis of post-starehcod Hawai‘i
and its mirn o mass-based corporate tourism,
see Noel Kent, Hawaii: Isfands Under the Infly-
ence, op. cit. For an analysis of foreign invest-
ment in Hawai', see A Study of Foreign fvestment
and Ity Tmpact o the State, Hawail Real Estate
Cenrer, University of Hawai'i, 1989.

22. Lilikala Kame'elethiwa, Land and the Promise

of Capitalism, op. cit, p. 2.

23. See Larry Kimura, “Native Hawaiian Cul-
ture,” in Netfve Hawatians Study Commission Re-
port, val I, op. cit, p. 173-197.
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Mohawk Nation Kahnawake Branch . )

Box 645, Kahnawake, Que., Canada JOL 1BO Mohawh

cand el

cannia
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ment and the Province of Quebec to cease its violent racist activ-
ity against our people, The Mohawk Nation, especially at Kanesa-
take, Kahnawake and Akwesasne.

g

The Following is a brief resume of what has transpired to date:

On March 30, The Mohawk Nation territory of Ganienkeh was S
surrounded by 250 heavily armed New York State police. The cir- T
cumstances for this were created and fabricated by the Unifed Cpoiice
States and New York State authorities after a helicopter was shot .

down near the Ganienkeh territory. To date, no one has been ar- posits
rested for this incident. Y inside
On-May: : 1 198{1 the M@hawk Nation Territory of Akwesasne was crulne

surreundedby approximitely 2,500 heavily armed forces from
New York State, Ontario, Quebec, The Canadian Army and
%rc'L Larg'e, numbers of these forces remain today

u 57y
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LhEs supremacist stand and actl

T Canac‘laivaew Democratic Party leader Audrey McLaughlin,
Liberal M.P. Ethel Blondin, Mr. Bernard Landry of the Quebec

d nations are being promoted by the U.S. and
Canadiau governments throughout the world; these very govern—

3E so"fereig"n v . Aisnwen

An immediate international investigation should be conducted as
to violations and abuses of the treaties between the Native people
and the United States, Canada and Great Britain, which are still
valid today. The adamant refusal to acknowledge the sovereign ..
status of the Mohawk nation, and as people, the flagrant vwlatmn -
of basie human rights.

Once again we urgently ask you to intercede with the
Government, The United Nations, and whoever can be
assistance in our hour of need.
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Mohawk Nation Kahnawake Branch
Box 645, Kahnawake, Que., Canada JOL 1BO

- Communique:
f-.:‘J.iil&r?b'ﬂi;_,1__99

dren and elders. They did this behmd a barrage of tear-g‘as, cang}
ters, concussion grenades and automatic weapons fire that shred-
ded massive trees in “The Pines” at waist level. Their gunfire .’

i &
killed one of their own snipers who was deployed ahead of the go-m i ED
B AT ghvd :&mm
¥ ;

lice advance.

Five Mohawk women were performing a tobacco-burning
ceremony when the attack began. They avoided dying by
hugging the land they were trying to protect. Others were sa‘?ed
by a shift in wind that sent the tear gas back into the face of the

Provincial Police. It gave Mohawk men time to get to their defen-
sive positions to cover the women on the outside and those on the 2
.+ : inside.The QPP withdrew quickly, 18Aving béhind four pohce
cruisers, two vans and a bulldozer.
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sondomi; umg Mayor Jean Ouellette of the Oka mumclpahg,}(

: and.ene;of his.coun ,i‘ogguﬁg]eaglga,riacque ﬁﬂifheﬁ%b’é‘rs and;,

of Ka.nesatake.

The almost spontaneous reaction of the Kahnewake Mohauflésﬁ g
some forty miles to the east, in blocking the Mercier Br1dg'e‘ft¥
Montreal and its approaches, all of which pass through thei
land, stopped any further police action against the Kanesa,ta.k
people.

Today, what the governments of Quebec and Ottawa could ﬁo .
achieve by force of arms, they are trying to achieve by denying
food a,nd medical supplzes applying the psychological weapon of

The long war of destructive attrition that Canada and its

Provinces have waged against our people is unending. We Wanﬁ

the world to know this. We want the world to know that Caj L
and its provinces are living a cruel lie. They are not cha.mpmns 0f ;.
justice, fairness and equality for all. Canada is and always, Jhas

been a couniry of racist governments. We have tried to tell ; g
this s0 very often, but the cries of the Indian people in Canad
could never be heard. We want to hear it now, We want yo
derstand that we will not give in — regardless of the cost. There
are principles that must be defended in order that life be worth
living., What is life if it not free? Is that not the message of Nelson
Mandela and Eastern Europe? Isn’t that the message of
revolution against oppression around the world?

e R R i

It is the message that has been passed down to us from the begin- -
ning of time, We will be free — one way or the other., By this com-
mitment, we give a message of love to our children and
grandchildren to seven generations. This is the way it must be.

Nia:wen
Nia:wen for your willingness to help us.
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