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e
z; Reports of the July 1988 Toronto anarchis
“unconvention,” which exploded on th
front pages of Canadian newspapers ang
telev1510n footage, were the first indica
tions’ many people had that a vibrant;
tant, political movement had been b
ing in North America in the deceptive
complacent and conservative politi
mate of the 1980s.
In the publishing world too, there
evidence of increasing anarchis
As editors of Kick It Over, a magazi;
promiscaous exchange policy,
anarchist publications from Jap:
many, Italy, Korea, Australia, G
land, Sweden, Uruguay and Fra
others.
Debates carried out in the an
press are usually confined to th
readership of anarchist publica=
cent debate about ecology mar
ture from this; it has spilled owv
rest of the left media, most nota
Nation, and the Utne Reader. It evi
voked a story in The Globe and M
The debate went from a simmer
boil when Kick It Over teprinted an
from an interview published in an Al
lian magazine with Earth First! leades
Foreman. Foremarn, an exponent of “d
ecology,” argued that Ethiopians shou!
allowed to starve (“let nature take its
course”) and that Central American refu

vited deep egologlsts to respond. T

Initially, ihe deep ecologists did not
take up the challenge, but Murras
chin and Janet Biehl two “left Gréens
from Vermont, used Foreman's remarks as
the basis for two highly critical articles
circulated at the “National Green Gather-
ing” held in July 1987 at Amherst, Massa-
chusetts. These articles were later reprinted
in Kick It Qver, provoking a storm of letters,
pro and con.

The debate in Kick It Over has

ed to the question of “spiritual- manifesto denoy mbing as “Bncor
pfollow-up essay by Biehl, “The Poli- "Vanguard Terrg fate Terror,” another ing pul

Iyth” — also published in Kick It declared that th g had forced the Reality

was critical of neo-paganism and peace moveme ider alternatives overlar

idess worship,” and drew outraged re- to its sterile re ./The views of those Real
anses from individuals who abhorred arrested (“The ver Five,” later con- basis a
what they felt to be Biehl’s intolerant and ¢ and, by then, resid- on:nat

hyper-rational” views.

Kick It Over was not the only anarchist
ournal to carry the ecology debate. Fifth
Estate, a Detroit-based publication which
is now in its 24th year, produced a special
issue, entitled “How Deep is Deep Ecol-
ogy?,” which rigorously dissected many
of deep ecology’s advocates’ more mis-
anthropic statements. The issue, which
is being reprinted as a book, has recently
been followed up by another special issue

feel th

— “The Returmn of the Son of Deep neede
Ecology.” Thi
The more “high-brow” anarchist publ a critic
cations have also gotten in on the; Fifth E
Both Our Generation, a scholarly RN's s¢
journal produced out of Mot eratior
and el:

sugges

etaliate” (which was followed trust o

a special insert next issue offering ' doctrir

g ve views), while an article in Kick on the

erest outside anarchist c1rc1es (except ggested that making militant analys
aps with law enforcement agencies) is trations a standard feature of anar- The
therings was tantamount to impos- hierar

 views of a faction of anarchists on ments

le movement. Other letters and tion fe
s in Kick It Over suggested that mili- leftists
sistance to the cops had a therap has for
e and helped in the self-definitig debate
chist politics, while others arguédf main ¢

merely reinforced tendencies for lieves
chists to remain in their own hermeti- nearly
aled political ghetto. with t
Kick It Over, Open Road and Fifth Estate capita
‘heen around for eight, 13 and 24 the co
\ respectively. In recent years, how- the we
1€ have been joined by a new gen- view 4
3 ications, edited by don’t
pages in each of three issues to the}l d early twen- upab
ing, subsequent arrests, and harassmerit( ¥, .
Direct Action supporters. Whereas one




“unconventi duce impressive-look-

feel that more action, and less talk, i
needed.

This ditference in emphasis emerget
a critical letter sent by the editors of t
Fifth Estate to Reality Now, commenting o
RN’s seemingly uncritical support for “lib:
eration movements” in Central America
and elsewhere. The editors responded by
suggesting that it was better to earn the
trust of the oppressed, even while having
doctrinal reservations, than to merely sit
on the sidelines and develop the “perfect”
analysis.

The theme of what stand to take toward
hierarchically structured “liberation move-
ments” has long been a bone of conten-
tion for anarchists and anti-authoritarian
leftists in general. The diversity of views
has found its clearest expression in the
debate around Nicaragua. There are three
main schools of thought. Fifth Estate be-
lieves that the conflict in Nicaragua (now
nearly over) was a “capitalist civil war’ —
with the Sandinistas representing state
capital (¢ la Cuba and eastern Europe) and
the contras representing U.S. capital and
the west. A second group sees this point of
view as totally reductionist. Whﬂe
don’t deny that the Sandi 1stas

articular note are

. their younger counterparts, whilé thé latter.

Nicaraguan revolution was a real e}
tion and that the Sandinistas have not yet
achieved complete hegemony. And, ﬁ- S

bate WIﬂ’l great passwn and sophistica-
it the now-defunct anarchist journal

‘No Middle Ground. The debate continues in
New Politics, a forum for a variety of views,
including those of anarchists.

While the writing in the new anarchist
publications isn’t as elegant or the layout
as appealing as in the long-established
journals, their editors are speaking to a
ew generation of activists who have their
wa unique concerns, which are better
xpréssed in forums produced by their
'brtunately, interchange occurs be-
veen the generations. Many common
é_ £5.gppear in both kinds of publica-
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