tomes on Excellence, and on the .
other, the Jane Fondas whose acolytes [
work out to the tunes of the Culture of
Narcissism. Their potential grave-

yard is Betty Ford's home for the

decaying rich and famous, the great
gossip factory, the ultimate

Purgatorial resting-place for those

who would reach the positivistic

Nirvana. But — in case we had not B
noticed - Excellence and Narcissism, [
being cured of drug addictions, and [
having or not having a mistress, have [
nothing to do with cthics. A recent [
copy of The New York Times (“all the
gossip that really matters') reports
that most businessmen would be de-
lighted to have Ollie North on board,
while they identify personally with
'Admiral' Poindexter. And the
National Enquirer devotes six pages of
its July 28 issue to North, "a man of
action who's made mincemeat of
pompous, prying politicians with

his honest, forthright answers."

Now there's an interesting problem.
The new hero is a product of training
in espionage, that modern phe-
nomenon which is essentially con-
cerned with spies taking hidden
commands from hidden bosses. The
spy lives his whole life predicated on
the knowledge that everything he
does is of such stuff as gossip is made.
His heroism therefore consists of how
well he can tell us convincing lies in
order to heroically resist the charge
that his activities can be gossiped
about,

So if the power of positive thinking
leads to an Ollie North as Hero of the
Boardrooms, the gossip industry has
reached its nadir. All gossip is basi-
cally political. It is only fun if it al-
lows us to peek into the process of
power, to show that the Emperor has
no clothes. Contragate is instead the
ultimate in the depoliticization of
gossip. The tabloids and the evan-
gelicals, even the Ford clinic and the
Gary Harts, may continue to be the
sources of scandal and rumour, but the
real politics is above all that. Where
Mendacity is King - especially with a
Marine face - what is the point of gos-
sip? Rabelais would have let out a
great belly-laugh over that one.

Ioan Davies teaches at York
University. :

California (Econet)
25 February, 1987

AIDS Virus :
Man-made in the

USA?

Stefan Hyme, a controversial
author read in both Germanies,
recently discovered a 50-page
research report on the origins
of the HTLV-IIl AIDS virus. The
report was written by East
German biologist Jakob Segal,
former head of the Institute for
General Biology at the
Humboldt University in East
Berlin, and was reported in
English only in Harare,
Zimbabwe. :

In the 3-page interview in West
Berlin's Tageszeitung, Hyme
asked the scientist about the
results of his genetic and epi-
demiological research. Segal
said that he ended up tracing
the virus to the military re-
search institute at Fort Detrick
in the United States. The
theory that AIDS was originally a
harmiess monkey virus was
"deliberate disinformation”, he
said. "The transformation
[from monkey to human] is so
immense that it lies beyond all
probability."

Segal said that virological evi-

dence was the most convinc-
ing. Genome analysis indi-
cates that the AIDS virus is a
so-calied virological chimera
that consists of segments of
the Visma virus as well as the
HTLV-II virus. As there is no
natural biological process by
which an exchange of genomes
could have taken place, the
AIDS virus was the result ei-
ther of a miracle or of genetic
engineering, he said.

The AIDS virus was first
identified by Professor Luc
Montagnier at the Pasteur
Institute in Paris, in the spring
of 1983. He termed it
Lymphadenopathy Associated

Conspiracy Theories and

Virus (LAV) and sent it to pro- '

in Bethesda,
Maryland. Gallo compared the
LAV virus with the HTLV | and Il
viruses he had discovered.

fessor Gallo

Three months later, Gallo de-
scribed the LAV virus again and
called it HTLV-II. Sub-
sequently, the Montagnier
group in Paris analyzed the
genomes of HTLV viruses and
discovered that the differences
between HTLV-I and HTLV-3
(AIDS) were so great that a co-
incidenta!, natural transforma-
tion from one to the other was
entirely improbable. Gallo had
published his results too soon,
they said. The AIDS virus could
not unambiguously be ass-
igned to the HTLV virus group.

As there was now no scientifi-
cally plausibie explanation for
the origins of the AIDS virus,
scientists began to analyze
various viruses that showed
some resembiance to it. In
the process they found the
Visna virus, whose incubation
period takes as long as that of
the AIDS virus. The "Visna
virus is frequently seen in
iceland, where it engenders a
brain illness in sheep.

Segal went on to describe how
Gallo compared the genome of
the Visna virus with that of the
HTLV virus in a series of ex-
periements. The result was
that the Visna virus and HTLV-
genomes are identical in two
places. This meant that they
are only distantly related.
However, the comparison be-
tween the Visna virus and the
HTLV-til (AIDS) virus showed
there were 23 identical places.

Segal's conclusion was that
the genetically engineered
Visna virus originates from a P-
4 high security laboratory,
where scientists are allowed o
manipulate pathogenic agents
like viruses. The first P-4
laboratory in the world was
opened in the fall of 1977 at
Fort Detrick, Maryland. As 1
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Segal explained, one can be
certain that genetically
manipulated viruses had al-
ready been produced by the
end of 1977. Moreover, other
genetic combinations with
viruses had also been at-
tempted. Professor Segal be-
lieves that the US military is
interested in new viruses,
since human beings have de-
veloped a defense against oid
illnesses. [t should be re-
membered, Segal explained,
that entire indian tribes were
wiped out by measles im-
ported from Europe because
they were unable to develop
immunity.

Segal went on to explain that
recently published U.S.
Congress reports had stated
that experiments with radioac-
tive material, viruses and in-
fectious germs had been per-
formed on human beings.

These experiments were made -

with so-calied volunteers -
prisoners with life-long sen-
tences. If they survived the
experiment, they were given
their freedom. Segal referred
to Fort Detrick statistics which
detailed the number of test
persons, lethal cases and
prisoners released.

As to how the genetically ma-
nipulated Visna viruses could
escape from the laboratory,
Segal stated: An AIDS infection
begins with a phase compara-
ble to a slight infection (raised
temperature, diarrhoea, skin
rashes). This phase lasts only
a few weeks and then usually
nothing happens for years. It
takes at least one and a half to
two, often even 3 or 5 years for
immunity to collapse. In ex-
periments with prisoners one
had apparently observed that
the test persons became
slightly ili and then got well
again. For months nothing
happened to them. It seemed
ochvious to conciude that the
new virus lived only for a short
time in humans and then died,
and was thus practically harm-
less. As promised, the pris-
oners were then released.

Fort Detrick is located close to
New York. It seems plausible

‘that the reieased test persons

went there as a large city is an
easier place to vanish - into a
homosexual milieu where
drugs are readily available.
Anyone who has spent a few

years in prison sooner or later
assumes homosexual habits,
said Segal. One can easily
understand that they returned
to homosexual circles, whether
homosexual before imprison-
ment or not. This would ex-
plain why the first cases of
AIDS were discovered in New

York in the first half of 1979. .

This also coincides fairly pre-
cisely with the AIDS incubation
period. '

AIDS was then spread by drug

addicts using unsterilised
needles and especially through
blood preserves and thus
gradually reached women.

Segal said there is not a single
known case to prove that AIDS
originated in Africa. He him-
self has worked in immunology
and is acquainted with the lat-
est literature. AIDS was ob-
served for the first time in New
York in 1979 and described by
Dr. Gottlieb. In 1981 it was
proved to exist in California and
then appeared in Chicago and
Miami. AIDS first emerged in
Europe in 1982, and in many
cases the origin of infection
could be ftraced. All existing
epidemiological investigations
suggest the virus is of North
American origin, said Segal.

Segal said it was wrong to
claim that Kinshasa (the capi-
tal of Zaire) was the source of
AIDS. At the end of 1985
there were 27 to 30 AIDS
cases for every 100,000 peo-
ple in Kinshasa. The figure for
San Francisco at the same
time was 275 cases per
100,000. In 1985 the World
Health Organization published
a report which dated the first

known occurrences of AIDS in
Africa to early 1983. Segal also
explained that he himself had
studied further literature and
had found only one mention of
an earlier case of AIDS in
Africa.

Segal concluded the interview
by saying that it was not abso-
lutely necessary to question
the manufacturers of the AIDS
virus in a U.S. court or a
Congress hearing. He said: "l
have given you sound and air-
tight circumstancial evidence.
Every court recognizes circum-
stancial evidence."

Tass says virus

leaked

MOSCOW (Associated Press)
30 March 1987

A Soviet military bulletin has
reported the virus that causes
AIDS leaked from a US army
jaboratory conducting biological
warfare experiments, the offi-
cial news agency Tass re-
ported.

An article in the current issue

of the Novosti Military Bulletin

said the deadly virus is of
artifical origin," Tass reported.

The article was written by Peter
Nikolayev, who said he was re-
porting the conclusions of US,
British and East German sci-
entists.

The article said an army
laboratory at Fort Detrick,
Maryland, was once the US
centre for the development of
biological weapons. It said in
1977 a "safe" system was
developed for working with
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dangerous pathogens. Even
so, Tass quoted the Novosti
bulletin saying, the virus that
“causes AIDS leaked from the
laboratory.

The Tass report did not directly
charge the United States with
creating AIDS but appeared to
renew previously published
Soviet allegations that the virus
might have been the result of
a US military experiment.

In a separate report, Tass said
a 1981 US Army manual pro-
vides transportation rules for
30 different toxins or
pathogens.

In October, the Soviet
newspaperliteraturnaya Gazeta
carried a long article on AIDS
and suggested it might be the
result of Pentagon or CIA
experiments. The Pentagon,
which no longer responds to
the Soviet reports, says the
Fort Detrick tab never
experimented with AIDS.

Earlier this month, Soviet sci-
entist Viktor Zhdanov said 32
AIDS cases have been regis-
tered in the Soviet Union.
He said all but two of the
cases involved foreigners.

Charlatans Say AIDS
Brought From Space:
False Claims

Condemned

CHICAGO (Globe and Mail)
22 April 1987

"The [AIDS] virus was brought
to earth on a spaceship,” a
man on a tape confides in a
low, conspiratorial voice.

"For their people, it's like a
common cold, but for us, it's
really dire.”

"A person [from the other
planet] had [sexual] relations
with someone, was not careful
and passed it on to a young
lady.

"And that's how AIDS got
started.”

Once the laughter at a seminar
on AIDS drugs and vaccines
had subsided, John Renner, a
U.S. physician, said: "This
gives you a single but effective
example of all the nonsense
that's going on.

Dr. Renner told a two-day con-
ference in Chicago on AIDS and
public policy yesterday that
charlatans who have personal
wealth instead of public health
on their minds are selling false
and sometimes dangerous
cures to people with AIDS.

"There's an entire industry of
hucksters who are using peo-
ple's fears to develop a multi-
billion dollar industry,” said Dr.
Renner, director of medical
development at St. Mary's
Hospital in Kansas City,
Missouri.

Books are being produced that
promote pond scum, hydrogen
peroxide and gold fillings for

teeth as cures or preventative
treatments, he said.

An example is in a book called
Conquering AilDS Now . The
authors recommend that peo-
ple with AIDS expose their
genitalia to the sun at 4 p.m.
at a 45-degree angle.

"And | heard a rumour that |
could buy T-cells on the
streets of San Francisco and
Los Angeles,” Dr. Renner said.
He travelled to both cities and
"10 and behold - | have been
able to get T-cells in capsule
form," he said, as a bottle of T-
cells was passed around the
room.

Then there is the conspiracy
theory. "They would like us to
believe the AMA [American
Medical Association] and the
FDA [Food and Drug
Administration] are conspiring
to keep a secret remedy from
the world."

One author tells readers that
AIDS can be transmitted from
a toilet seat or from malicious
gay flight attendents who cry in
the food served on the plane.




