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There are lights oninside the church to-
night. It’s a surprise to see, but it means
the place is being prepared for a funeral,
Friday. The harbour’s other store owner
died early this morning. She'd gone out of
business several years age, much to her
relief: she'd been carrying the communi-
ty’s food bills on her own credit for years
and years. The relief of that financial
release was pretty quickly overpowered
by the terminal shuffle she began back and
forthto the hospital.

if llook in the other direction, there is
light also, but this comes from a bonfire
onthe hillside cemetary. The fire is barely
visible: what does show up is the thick
greasy smoke that comes from it. The
fire is in the grave. All day the chink and
scrape of four men digging at the grave
bounced around the village. There's a
couple of feet of frost to get through be-
fore the task is eased and the work finish-
ed tomorrow. Burning tires in the grave
is a traditional means of speeding the pro-
cess.

You might imagine that in the midst of
all this, it was a surprise and a delightfui
kind of incongruity to receive an issue of
borderl/lines. | liked the sense of picking
up the voices of ongoing conversations.
The sheer visual presence of the maga-
zine is very striking and, to my eyes,
pleasing. You should all be very proud of
the achievement.

Brian Rusted
English Harbour, Newfoundland

Borderllines appears a most timely
and interesting concept. In your promo-
tional letter youindicate that ‘Intellectual
fife in Canada is fragmented...” Perhaps
so, but while attending the University of
Waterloo during the late 60s and early
70s, | noticed that such fragmentation
somehow allowed one a greater access
to scholars, writers, artists, and seemed
to present options for creative endea-
vour not readily available in the United
States. Here, one is isolated; the ‘com-
munity’ is simply too large to allow spon-
taneous interaction with those working
in diverse fields. Each summer | return to
Canada and rediscover the joy of ‘frag-
mentation’ as opposedto isolation within
the confines of one’s specialty.

Lee F. Werth
Cleveland, Ohio
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H ello borderflines collective. Here’s
one west coast sense of what you need:
(1)-less incestuous commentary...is this
because of intention or newness?; (2) at
least a Vancouver contributing editor if
you're serious about the ‘CULTURES,
CONTEXTS, CANADAS' stuff.. .shall we
explore the possibilities of mutual ex-
ploitation?; (3) the praise that { first was
going to offer for a first edition, but then
withdrew because flattery encourages
decay, but now decide you do deserve
it...why don’t | take the chance that you
know what to do with compliments?
Print the accompanying text if you
wish as a kind of pseudo-meta-critique.

Five Hazards of Post-Semiotic
Decenstructionalism

. confusion — insanity

2. pompous jargon (what Anne Mandle-
sohn calls ‘the labour value of surplus
theory') which no one has the time to
deconstruct

3. assuming you know something be-
cause you think everything but actual-
ly you have nothing which can be used

4. mystification — fetishism —3 theol-
ogy

5. deconstruction of your own arrogant

position as critic (thisis, of course, the

point but nevertheless a hazard...see

. above).

Chris Creighton-Kelly
Vancouver, BC




