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Russian classics of folk or

musicians and party officials
contribution.

(a strategy, | might add,

may be the book’s more interesting
noise instead of music’;

swing of driving improvization,
editors argued that jazz's apparent

and syncopations to the framework
of nationalist modernism. Dance
bands quickly became the site of a
servative jazz orchestration and the
Jazz was associated with dancing,
with working-class entertainment,
and thus with popular emancipation;
ious’ compasers, and thus identified
with musical innovation and artistic
freedom. But it was also attacked
—at times with all the force the So-
strument of commercialization
Americanization and the corruption
points out) resonated with those be-
ing fought in the US: moral, sexual
and musical degeneracy was debated
by Americans with great intensity
tarian culture and the development
of socialism. While some musicians
The problem of defining what was
clearly a popular form in relation to
what was conceived as a proletarian

project was fought out in the Russian
canstruction of this debate among
within the Soviet Union. The high
touring or resident dzhaz bands as
part of the campaign to build morale
as recently as 1936 the journals Pray-
da(representing the Communist Par-
ty) and lzvestiia (representing the
Soviet government) had fought an
extended ideological battle over the
cow theatres were simultaneously

flaunting American costumes and
tern for subsequent struggle had al-
of popular working-class culture. To
through the 1920s. But the Soviet
orientation was different; it ques-
not only that, but American) form

and interrogated it intensely in terms
of its complicated effects on prole-
were powerful (musically and strate-
gically adept) enough to protect
themselves and their audiences from
periods, particularly in the late 30s
and the late 40s, when the state in-
tervened. Here the stories, not sur-
press for some decades. Starr's re-
dissemination of the music was dur-
troops were commonly treated to
Party’s position on jazz, while Mos-
purging their repetoire of ‘the objec-
defended [azz, incidentally—only a
couple of years after attacking Shos-
takovich for exploiting jazz to pro-
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headed by Anatol

ick Starr
Oxford University

*
1

1983)
1926 a young Len

set sail for New York on a cultural
mission. Not long after the first visits
of American jazz bands to Russia

Freder

ion

in
Un

by S.
{New York
Press,

In

the Sov

Leopold Teplitsky had been sent to
And so the stage is set. Meanwhile,
in Canada (this is very much off-
stage) no such emissary was needed.
This is the major distinguishing
feature of the controversial recep-
tion of jazz in the Soviet Union, ac-
Jazz wasintroduced to Russiain the
1920s by Russians who had travelled

the US to study the music
return to build a jazz orchestra for

the city of Leningrad. His sponsor
was the Commissariat of Public En-
lightenment

ences was a decadent bourgeois in-
sect in the side of Russia’s national
culture, or the seeds of a genuine
new popular form.

Washington in 1926, though. They
were trying to negotiate regulation

of radio broadcasting frequencies so
erican stations pouring into Canada.

While Canadian editorialists (and
cal to the national spirit of Canadian
citizenship, no one was in a position
to legislate whether such enjoyment
should continue. Russians, however
(we're back to Starr) would be inter-
history of jazz in Russia offers a
fascinating portrait of the conflicts
tural values and preferences, invari-
ably inflected with its Americanism
but also given life by the local plea-

sures and drives of musicians and au-
to Paris, or Berlin, and had heard

no comparative perspective, which |
think is significant) by the reception
century. American jazz symbolized
represented a whole complex of cul-
diences. That was true here, too.
But Russia was then, as now, the
United States’

ideclogical and cultural opponent. It's
hard to tell where that is more evi-
dent: in the stories, or in the story-
teller. We'll begin with the stories.
American groups touring Europe.
Valentin Parnakh, Futurist poet and
dancer, returned to Moscow in 1922
with a collection of instruments {sax-
ophones, being rare, were important
iconographic symbols for jazz; later
they would be restricted by the gov-
ernment}and began a press campaign
in praise of jazz music and dance. The
Futurists initially adopted jazz as

narcharsky, who had not yet decided
whether the jazz being enthusiastical-
ly embraced by urban Russian audi-
There were Canadian delegates in
that Canadian stations could broad-
cast over the interference from Am-
later, Royal Commissioners) ponder-
ed whether the entertainment thrill-
ing Canadian audiences was antitheti-
mittently paranoid, idiotic, totalitar-
ian and xenophebic enough to try.
They wouldn't succeed, however,
for they had nothing better to offer.
cording to Starr, a specialist in Soviet
history and amateur jazz enthusiast.
His detailed account of the musi-
cians, movements and ideological
controversies punctuating the long
engendered in one country (there is
of the United State’s foremost cul-
tural export in the first half of the
there, as elsewhere, more than a
rousingly new musical
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