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mousetrap by Bernard R.J. Michaleski

For whatever the
crises and
confradictions in
the US economy,
the American
information
monopoly has
rapidly come to be
recognized in the
last decade as an
even greater
threat-because far
more insidious-
than American
(nuclear)
imperialism
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Two Nations by Susan Crean and
Marcel Rioux
(Toronto, James Lorimer, 1983)

Th IS fine and stimulating

short book has the originality of
being a collaboration between a
Quebec nationalist and a Cana-
dian one, both of whom here
jointly defend what | suppose must
be called a “sovereignty-
association” relationship between
the “two nations”. Marcel Rioux is
of course one of the most eminent
Quebec sociologists and the
author of many important studies
on Quebec, while Susan Crean, an
editor of This Magazine, repres-
ents that “Engtish” Canadian
nationalism (our language prob-
lem here is obviously a significant
symptom) which emerged only
after Quebec nationalism and in
response to (although not against)
this iast. Among the many asym-
metries in this relationship is the
fact that while Quebec nationalism
emerged in opposition to anglo-
phone Canada, ‘““Canadian”
nationalism emerged in opposi-
tion to the United States. The book
has much less to say about the
next and latest turn of the screw,
namely the revolt of the Western
provinces against Ontario; yet the
authors sum up this whole exceed-
ingiy complex situation as follows:
“The Quehec-Canada, two-
nations, two languages tension
represents a cultural contradic-
tion; the regions versus Ottawa a
poiitical one; and Canada-Us rela-
tions primarily an economic ong”
{140). This volume focuses essen-
tially on culture, and indeed
expresses an interesting and orig-
inal New World variant on what
has now come to be calied British
“cuituralism" (Raymond Williams,
E.P. Thomson, Stuart Hall}. The
culturalism eloquently expressed
here surely originates in Quebec
and owes much to Rioux’s earlier
wark: if it is more convincing than
its UK analogue (which stressed
the autonomy of working ciass
and youth cultures), perhaps that
is because the Quebec experience
is one of cultural imperialism and
domination, a situation in which
the function of an embattled cul-
ture is far more visible and
dramatic.

I am not sure how appropriate it
is for this book to be reviewed by
an American, even an anti-
establishment one, with some per-
sonal experience of and much
warm sympathy for both of these
nations. A few years ago | inter-
viewed a number of political lead-
ers of all tendencies in Quebec,
and was astounded to discover
that, with a single exception {Pie-
rre Vallieres), none of them
(including PQ government offi-
cials) was seriously worried about
what would happen to an inde-
pendent Quebec if released into
the force field of its enormous
neighbour to the South. Itis there-
fore encouraging to see thatin the
Quebec chapters of the present
work this alarming indifference
has been corrected; the stress
here is not merely on cultural
imperialism (following the pio-
neering White Papers on that sub-
iect prepared by the PQ govern-
ment), but on US cuitural imper-
talism, very specifically including
the whole area of media control
and the American monopoly on
the new information technology.
With this section, therefore, a
study of what might otherwise
have seemed to outsiders an
exceptional and historically uni-
que situation (Canada) at once
becomes a central exhibit in a
world-wide drama of crucial con-
cern to every other country in the
world {not excluding Europe). For

whatever the crises and contradic-
tions of the US economy, the
American information monopoly
has rapidly come to be recognized
in the last decade as an even
greater threat - because far more
insidious - than American
{nuclear) mititarism. While the
authors also carefully document
American economic penetration
of the older kind in Canada, it is
perhaps somewhat oversimplified
of them to describe this particular
menace (in the passage quoted
above) as a merely “eccnomic”
one: here, indeed, cultural and
economic domination are united
in a new and historically originat
form of imperialism.

All of which leads us to yet
another form of that omnipresent
contemporary dilemma: what
effective forms of political resist-
ance can be invented in the multi-
national era? The author of Two
Nations underscore the much
more universal paradox that, as
with Gauilism, the first form ot
recent Canadian resistance to US
preponderance came from the
Rightand was inspired by an older
kind of nationalism (or patriotism);
the ill-fated Diefenbaker attempt,
followed by the ignominious
Arrow cancellation. They also
emphasize the essentially busi-
ness ideoiogy of the Liberal Party,
both in and outside of Quebec,
and that party's complacent com-
mitment to “integration” with US
financial and business interests. |
mess, however, any really ade-
quate discussion of the achieve-
ments and failures (or ideolegical
ambiguities) of the Parti Quebe-
cois itself, an analysis that would
certainly seem to impose itseif
centrally in this context. Whatever
the reasons for this omission, |
suspect that one of them has to do
with the conflation of culture and
politics that underpins the book’s
positions. | am myself very sympa-
thetic to the notion of a cultural
potitics as that form of political
activity historicatly suited to the
unigueness of this latest moment
of multinational capitalism. On the
other hand, | must confess that the
conclusions of this valuable
volume seem weak and disap-
pointing to me: a call for a respect
for autonomous cultures from
which any consideration of con~
crete political strategies (and tac-
tics) seems to have evaporated. In
one sense, of course, the realign-
ment of the cultural politics of both
nations - Canada and Quebec -
against the United States would
seem to be a productive one,
which could overcome many of
the older differences and tensions
between them. But that could
happen, surely, only under special
circumstances - that is to say, in
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the framework of a general trans-
formation- of the Canadian socio-
economic system. We are talking,
in other words, about socialism;
yet the authors’ discussion of
autogestion and other popular
New Left visions of democratic
socialism scarcely reflects any of
the confusions and disappoint-
ments of the current French exper-
iment (while gratuitous references
to the “state capitalism” of the
Soviet Union betoken an “even-
handed” nod to American anti-
communist prejudices which
seems singularly inappropriate in
a work which seeks to identify the
principal adversary). | don’'t mean
to suggest that any of the rest of us
have gone much further than
Crean and Rioux in attempting to
reinvent the most effective left
politics for our own time: indeed,
even this final disappcintmentis a
stimulating and salutory one, and
does not detract from the great
interest of this valuable and read-
able book.

Frederic Jameson is the author of
The Political Unconscious: Narra-
tive as a Socially Symbolic Act
(Ilthaca, Cornell University Press,
1981) and is a frequent visitor to
Canada.




