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Erratum

Further to John Johnston’s article, Défricheurs 
d’eau: An Introduction to Acadian Land 
Reclamation in a Comparative Context, which 
appeared in the Fall 2007 issue of Material 
Culture Review / Revue de la culture matérielle 
(66), more current information has been recently 
identified.

Contrary to the figures provided by Matthew 
Hatvany (Hatvany 2002: 72) and Andrew Hill 
Clark (237-38), Acadians appear to have cleared 
far more upland areas than the mere 202 hectares 
(500 acres) suggested by those scholars. British 
surveyor Charles Morris produced a detailed 
map in 1761, before the incoming New England 
Planters could have significantly altered the 
land pattern of the Acadians. On that map (“A 
Plan of Minas Bason and Cobequid Bay,” 
1761, reproduced in A Report to the Canadian 

Archives, 1904) Morris records that there was a 
total of 18,400 acres of “Marsh Land” used for 
agriculture and 9,620 acres of “Cleared Upland.” 
Such eyewitness calculations by a renowned 
surveyor, right at the time of the Planters taking 
over the Acadian lands, gives a ratio of roughly 
two to one, not the 26 to 1 suggested by previous 
researchers.

Unfortunately, Morris did not provide figures 
for the Beaubassin / Chignecto or Port-Royal 
/ Annapolis Royal areas. If those areas were 
added then the totals for reclaimed marshland 
and cleared uplands would both be larger than the 
figures just given, but it is likely that the two to 
one ratio would persist. Thanks to Ronnie-Gilles 
LeBlanc of Parks Canada for pointing out the 
significance of the Charles Morris map.
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