Fig. 1
Antonio Jacobsen's
Mola. (Courtesy New

Brunswick Museum)
v

Notes and Comments

Notes et commentaires

Museum Small Craft
Association Meeting
October 5-7, 1990

The annual meeting of the Museum Small Craft
Association will take place in Nova Scotia this
year. The conference theme will be “Rowing
Craft: For Work and Pleasure.” Co-hosting
museums are the Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic in Halifax and the Fisheries Museum
of the Atlantic in Lunenburg. For additional

New Acquisition at the New
Brunswick Museum

RoBerT S. ELLIOT

Earlier this year, the New Brunswick Museum
was fortunate to acquire another fine ship
portrait to add to its large collection of
nineteenth and early twentieth century
examples. The purchase of the oil painting of
the schooner Mola was made possible through
generous financial assistance from the
Minister of Communications under the terms
of the Cultural Property Export and Import Act,

information contact MSCA Programme
Committee, c¢/o Garth Wilson, Curator of
Marine Transportation, National Museum of
Science and Technology, P.O. Box 9724,
Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa K1G 5A3 (613 991-
3087).

and the Viscount R. B. Bennett Trust Fund.
This acquisition represents a significant
addition to the Museum's growing collection
of marine portraits.

The portrait depicts the New Brunswick-
built, three-masted schooner Mola, which was
constructed at Gardner’s Creek by Archibald
Sinclair and first registered at the port of Saint
John in 1892. John Marshall Smith (and
others) of Windsor, Nova Scotia owned the
350-ton vessel until it was sold to Mark Shaw
of New York on 25 June 1901. Shaw was
empowered to sell the Mola outside Canada
and by 18 December 1902 the vessel had
indeed changed hands again. The 1907-08
Lloyd's Register listed the schooner’s name as
the Minerva with the port of registry being
Vera Cruz, Mexico. Since the Mola went
aground at Chadwick, New Jersey, on 20 April
1901, the suggestion arises that this particular
incident led directly to the decision to offer
the schooner for sale.

The portrait of the Mola depicts the ship
aground at Chadwick. It was painted by
Antonio Nicolo Gasparo Jacobsen (1850—
1921) of West Hoboken, New Jersey. The work
is important because it depicts a rather typical
New Brunswick-built schooner of the late
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