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for this settlement led to greater knowledge about the evolution 

of the quilt in New England. That is what the author said, but 

surely that is not what she meant to say as that statement is 

meaningless. In Conroy's defence one may say that she was not 

well served by her editors. 

There are two types of illustrations. One is the series of 

colour and black and white photographs, the quantity of which 

is one of the redeeming features of this book. However, the 

focus could have been sharper in some of them and the colour 

reproductions could have been of better quality. The pictures 

seem to have been taken hastily and in poor conditions. The 

other illustrations are fifteen quilt patterns printed at the 

end of the book. The designs are well-drawn and the instructions 

easy to follow. Clearly Conroy is in her element here and she 

should be encouraged to work on a publication of the patterns. 

Such a book would be a useful contribution towards the 

continuation of a tradition and a contribution that Conroy would 

be qualified to make. 

Leslie Maitland 

Scottish Country Life. Alexander Fenton. Edinburgh, Donald, 
1976. 255p., lllus., facsims., maps, plans, references, 
index. ISBN 0-85976-011-1. $15.60 

Some years ago I wrote to Alexander Fenton for background 

information on Scottish ploughs used in Nova Scotia. He very 

kindly provided me with all the information I needed. A few 

years later I visited Fenton at the National Museum of Antiquities 

of Scotland. This time I was seeking information on the background 
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of Scottish settlers who came to Canada in the late eighteenth 

and early nineteenth centuries. I was deeply impressed by the 

quality and organization of his archives and by the depth of his 

personal knowledge of Scottish social history. Naturally I was 

pleased indeed when I learned that he was making some of this 

information readily available to everyone in Scottish Country 

Life. 

This book is concerned to a large extent with the history 

of agriculture in relation to the lifestyle of the people in 

various parts of rural Scotland. Emphasis is placed upon 

technological developments, processes, and cropping systems, 

and regional variations are discussed in some detail. 

Although I am sure this publication was greeted with great 

satisfaction by many people in Scotland, it must also be 

recognized as having considerable importance to the museum 

community in Canada. I would consider it required reading for 

anyone undertaking a study of early agriculture or Scottish 

settlement in eastern Canada. 

Some of our research has suffered in the past because we 

have assumed that many things began here. We must always keep 

in mind that when European settlers came to Canada, they came 

with certain knowledge and skills from many diverse backgrounds. 

To understand clearly their assault on this new environment, a 

full understanding of their background is necessary. 

Much of the agricultural development that Alexander Fenton 

describes was repeated here, but often compressed into a much 

shorter time period. His discussion on improved ploughs is a 

good example. In 1818 the Rotherham plough was said to be the 

commonest plough in Nova Scotia. About 1820 the James Small 

chain plough was imported and local craftsmen were encouraged 

to copy it. Shortly thereafter the iron parts for Wilkie 

ploughs were brought here in large numbers and were mounted 

locally. Ploughmaking became an important local industry and 

the influence of Small and Wilkie was obvious. 
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Fenton's description of grain culture harvesting and 

processing and their variations in different parts of Scotland 

is particularly well done. An understanding of the use and 

popularity of wheat, barley, oats, and rye in the various regions 

of Scotland at different times is important to any interpretation 

of early farming methods in Canada. 

I would like to have seen the same treatment of the history 

of hay culture since the importance of this aspect of early 

agriculture has been ignored by many present-day historians. 

Whereas knowledge of grain culture goes back many, many centuries, 

the seeding and cultivation of grasses was not practised until 

quite recently. This fact had important bearing on settlement 

patterns and agricultural development in this country. 

Fenton has provided an excellent bibliography and I am sure 

his work will remain an important reference for museum researchers 

in Canada for many years to come. 

J. Lynton Martin 

Rural Pennsylvania Clothing. Ellen J. Gehret. Technical 
editor, Janet Gray Crosson. York, Pa., Shumway (Liberty 
Cap Books), 1976. 309p., bibliography, illus. 
ISBN 0-87387-064-6, $25.00 

One might ask about the relevance of a publication dealing 

with Pennsylvania clothing to the researcher of Canadian material 

history. That question is answered in the author's own words in 

the preface: 

As the study progressed, it became 
increasingly apparent that the late 
eighteenth century garb worn in 
Goschenhoppen was not peculiar to that 


