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1 s o c i e t y , Simcoe, Ontario, 1975 is* n n n , 
, ±y/D. 0 4 pp. i l l u s . $9.75 

Although a number of books nn r w · , 
nuring t h e p a s t f e „ y e a r s ' " " f u « " " » • » « been published 

* the beginning stage \ ^ " Z""*" - « * - U 1 

« U l i » Veage. i s a l edited b y 

Count y between 1300 and the early IZI" „ " 

The CabinPtma^r^ o f M o r f n 1 , „ _ . 

- i n d u c t i o n tbe problems o f research ΓρΙ^Γ T"' 
of sourees, problem= r e l a t i n g to th» , . . • . ~ s c a r c " y 
p a r t i c u l a r , the r a r i t y of ! a « " ° u t i o „ of cabinetware and, i n 

- a t a nam: . c „ . ' ^ „TT"" ' ^ " "™"» 
a former owner or of the store ^ ^ ^ " ^ " " " 
Umitationa, the research i s g e n e r a l i , e X 1 „ P r \ " ^ " ° ™ 
of Photographs of cabinetmakers, shops were n ^ e r e ^ ' 
rare i n t e r i o r view of a I a . . . uncovered, inc l u d i n g one very 

or a l a t e nineteenth century sho„ η 
several cabinetmakers were tracked do ascendents of 

as C a l i f o r n i a . I h e recollée „T d , ' · ^ " * " " ° " " f " 

a°d i n t e r e s t and a more I t l a ^ ° 8 ° " ^ 
The photographs and dra » " • P « « « to these cabinetmakers' l i v e s 

graphs and drawings that i l l u s t r a t e the text » „ , 
q u a l i t y , „ i t h some excellent d e t a i l shots. ° f * ^ 

n u m b e H n i f ^ ^ ^ ^ - — " t i n g l n a 

— " „ y i 1 ! : ; : ^ ! " : : t h e i n t ~ d — - -
provided no basis f o r an a t t r i b M " l n e t a n c e e t h e y have ^ r an a t t r i b u t i o n . As w e l l U - M H 
paper e n t i t l e d " F u r n i t u r e and r κ· ' ^ ° 0 ' 3 1 9 5 8 

« - source of a numbe ^ Γ ^ " ^ ^ ^ * ^ -

of these items are p i c t u r e Γ-^ — — s , but 
P i c t u r e d or t h e i r present l o c a t i o n mentioned 

Moreover, the information concerM™ 
arranged i n a disorganized ma ^ i n d i v i d u a l cabinetmakers i s 

-•^organized manner. For examnl Q •-u 
*>- L. Barber, a cabinetmaker i n Waterford b i " " " " " ^ 

η waterford, begins with his obituary, 
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,.«. nf b i s l i f e and career that are provided i n then outlines other aspects of h i s l i t e ana 

birthdate, which were found on h i s tombstone. Whil the au h P 
task of tacording "the exact wording of the o r i g i n a l scattered sources 

dm table, a chronological arrangement of information r e l a t i n g to each 

cabinetmaker could have seen c a r r i e d out within these l i m i t a t i o n s and 

would have rendered the material more coherent and readable. 
f Nnrfnlk County i s also disappointing i n i t s The Cabinetmakers of Norfolk Lounty, Û T , M r P 

ί f u r n i t u r e s t y l e s . Although the book encompasses the e n t i r e 
discussion of f u r n i t u r e styxe* section 
nineteenth century up to the beginning of the twentieth, the b r i e f sec 

nceming s t y l e touches only on a few early types of f u r n i t u r e . The 
concerning , . f t e r half of the century, 
major s t y l e changes that occurred i n the l a t t e r 1 n o o t t a n c e 0 f 
including the introduction of new forms of f u r n i t u r e , the 
changes i n technology, or the preferences for d i f f e r e n t woods at c « a i n 

r i ds are not mentioned. One suspects that the authors were u n ^ a r 
t h i s area f o r few of the items i l l u s t r a t e d are given even approximate dates. 

D e s p i t e i t s flaws, T h e ^ n e - M l ^ o ^ ^ i s an important 
,,«ion to the f i e l d of material history. I t provides an example of the 

s i e arch required before an accurate, broadly based picture 
type of s o l i d research r q t h l s 

of cabinetmaxing i n Ontario can he presented. I t i s be P 
hoot w i l l provide the i n s p i r a t i o n f o r other l o c a l o r a t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s 
to become involved i n th i s f i e l d . 
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