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To put an optimistic face on what is likely to be a long and difficult 
process, 1988 may yet come to be remembered as "the year the wars end­
ed." At the very least it can be said that the process has begun — in 
Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf, Angola and Namibia, Cambodia, and 
Central America. While the termination of these major wars would be a 
significant and welcome accomplishment, it would not immediately 
usher in a new era of peace. Many smaller conflicts continue to rage in 
virtually every region of the world. In these 'small wars,' terrorism con­
tinues to manifest itself as a dominant conflict form. It provides the cen­
tral theme of the essays in this issue. 

Even a comprehensive and long-lasting resolution of the Gulf War is 
unlikely to put a stop to terrorism emanating from the Middle East, 
where it is a tactic of choice both for states and for non-state actors. 
Syrian involvement in terrorism was highlighted by the Hindawi case in 
1986, but as Diane Pritchett demonstrates, Syrian use of terrorism goes 
back much earlier. Taking the period 1971-77 as a sample, she suggests 
that terrorism plays a rational role in Syrian foreign policy as it relates to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Considerable attention has been devoted recently to allegations of 
terrorist involvement in narcotics trafficking, often referred to as 'nar-
coterrorism.' While acknowledging that the 'drug-terrorism nexus' is im­
portant, Grant Wardlaw takes issue with the simplistic notions arising 
from the use of such emotive catchwords which, he argues, precludes 
proper analysis of the problem. He calls for a more sophisticated in­
telligence effort to increase knowledge of the linkages and to assess their 
significance. 

As Patrick James and Jesse Goldstaub point out, multinational cor­
porations increasingly have become the targets of terrorist attacks. The 
cost of protecting businesses from attack has increased with the 
escalating threat. The authors review the policy options open to these 
corporations and come down in favour of adequate corporate in­
telligence — which would form the basis for proactive counter-terrorist 
measures — and increased multi-disciplinary research which would 
recognize such corporations as major non-state actors in global politics 
and in the struggle against terrorism. 

Zeev Ivianski's essay is a welcome antidote to the tendency, par­
ticularly in the media, to treat terrorism as only a recent phenomenon and 
each action as a discrete event with no relationship to the past. Ivianski 

The opinions expressed in the articles, reviews and other contributions are 
those of the authors alone, and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Centre for Conflict Studies or of the University of New Brunswick. 



takes the reader back to the late 19th century in search ofrthe source of 
inspiration for revolutionary terrorism and finds it in the curious alliance 
of Bakunin and Nechayev Pointing to the predominance of Bakunin's 
thought in The Catechism of a Revolutionary and thus dismissing the 
controversy over the document's genesis, Ivianski asserts that the impor­
tance of the relationship of the two men lies in Nechayev's application of 
Bakunin's ideas. It was this application of the technique of revolutionary 
'activity that influenced the Russian underground and continues to pro­
duce echoes in contemporary revolutionary movements. 

Advance Notice of Price Increase 

Effective: 1 January 1989 

All subscriptions purchased or renewed after 1 January 1989 will be sub­
ject to an increased price: $18.00 (Canada and U.S.) or £9.00 (Overseas). 
Individual copies will cost $5.00 or £2.50 each. 

We regret the inconvenience to our readers, but responsible fiscal 
management dictates that revenue must keep pace with costs. The price 
of the Quarterly has been unchanged for six years; during that time pro­
duction and postage costs have almost doubled. Consequently, a price 
increase has become unavoidable, and further increases may be required 
in due course. Nonetheless, we are confident that the Quarterly has im­
proved as a quality publication during the last six years, and that the 
reader will still find it worthwhile at the new price. Your continued sup­
port for the Quarterly is greatly appreciated. 

David Charters 
Executive Editor 
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