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If a distinct theme emerges from this issue, it is probably the im­
perfection, and imperfectibility, of knowledge. This is, of course, hardly 
a new idea; it has been a stimulus to philosophical and historical inquiry 
for several thousand years. But it is an issue that has practical, signifi­
cant, even urgent, implications in today's world outside the realm of the 
"Ivory Tower." The three articles in this issue each deal with different 
requirements for and methods of acquiring information needed for 
assessing trends in political violence. Each article also examines some of 
the problems inherent in acquiring and assessing such information. 

Taking the bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut, 
Lebanon (1983), as a case study, Glenn Hastedt examines intelligence 
failure in the context of intelligence policy and process. He concludes 
that there were failures in intelligence tasking, collection, and processing. 
But he also points out that these were overshadowed by policy failures 
relating to the Marines' mission in Lebanon, and by failures to act on the 
information available. 

Robert Mandel employs a comparative approach in examining the 
perspectives which inform the purpose, focus, and methodology applied 
to prediction of political instability in foreign countries. The subjects of 
this comparative assessment are the American intelligence and multi­
national business communities. His analysis suggests that while the two 
institutions face similar bureaucratic problems in utilizing political risk 
assessment, the business community encounters greater difficulties, ow­
ing to lack of resources, greater numbers of risk variables, bias introduc­
ed by vested interest in outcomes, and a lower tolerance for fundamental 
forecasting errors. He notes, however, that the potential consequences of 
predictive error for government are far more severe. Mandel concludes 
with some prescriptions which, he argues, would benefit both com­
munities. 

The purely academic quest is represented by Jeffrey Ross, who ex­
amines the conceptual and methodological problems involved in creating 
an 'events data base'. The subject in this case is political terrorism in 
Canada. He illuminates some of the particularly problematic issues, such 
as definition, lack of rigorous analysis, inadequate data, and doubtful 
reliability of information sources. By way of conclusion Ross points to 
the need for a reliable data base on political terrorism in Canada, while 
highlighting the difficulties of creating it. 

The opinions expressed in the articles, reviews and other contributions 
are those of the authors alone, and do not necessarily represent those of 
the Centre for Conflict Studies or of the University of New Brunswick. 



What emerges from all of this is a cautionary tale — an implicit war­
ning that as our capacity to acquire information grows, so too do the op­
portunities for error. For the analyst in academe, business, or the in­
telligence community, there is virtue in humility in recognizing the limits 
of our knowledge and more than a grain of sage advice in the words of 
Oliver Cromwell: "think it possible you may be mistaken." 

Advance Notice of Price Increase 
-r 

Effective: 1 January 1989 ? \ 
All subscriptions purchased or renewed after 1 January 1989 will be sub­
ject to an increased price: $18.00 (Canada and U.S.) or £9.00 (Overseas). 
Individual copies will cost $5.00 or £2.50 each. 

We regret the inconvenience to our readers, but responsible fiscal 
management dictates that revenue must keep pace with costs. The price 
of the Quarterly has been unchanged for six years; during that time pro­
duction and postage costs have almost doubled. Consequently, a price 
increase has become unavoidable, and further increases may be required 
in due course. Nonetheless, we are confident that the Quarterly has im­
proved as a quality publication during the last six years, and that the 
reader will still find it worthwhile at the new price. Your continued sup­
port for the Quarterly is greatly appreciated. 

David Charters 
Executive Editor 



THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON IRAN 

CONFERENCE HEAD: Dr. Miron Rezun 
From FRIDAY, October 21 to SUNDAY, October 23,1988 

At the UNIVERSITY of NEW BRUNSWICK, 
FREDERICTON, New Brunswick, 

CANADA 
For further information contact 

Dr. Miron Rezun, 
Associate Professor, 
Department of Political Science, 
P.O. Box 4400, 
University of New Brunswick, 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
Canada, E3B 5A3 
(506) 453-4826 

Registration fee of $50. 

Student Registration Fee $5.00/day (does not include lunch). 






