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AUTHORITATIVE STUDIES IN WORLD LITERATURE 
Guidelines 

Each study deals with the life, work, and criticism of one author, and consists of 
five chapters: 

CHAPTER I. Biographical information, i.e., complete name of author; dates 
and places of birth and death; names of father and mother; any relevant 
information regarding the author's ancestry; names of sisters and brothers; 
schooling; special apprenticeships; jobs held; travels; first attempts at 
writing; first publications (readings or performances); first critical evalua­
tion of the author's writings; love affairs; marriages (with names and dates); 
children; extramarital relationships, special friendships; emotional or 
philosophical crises; political, religious, scholarly, or professional affilia­
tions; social activities; special personalities or incidents that affected the 
author; any other pertinent information. 

CHAPTER II. A list of the author's works (with English translation of all non-
English titles), with place of first publication, name of publisher, exact date 
of publication (or first performance), and number of pages of each work. If 
the date of writing a work differs considerably from the date of its first 
publication (or first performance), both dates should be included. A list of 
collected works and special editions should also be included. If author is a 
non-English writer, a short list of "Selected Titles Available in English 
Translation" should be supplied. 

CHAPTER III. A summary of the author's most important works (plot outline, 
recurring themes, leitmotifs, abstract ideas, etc.). 

CHAPTER IV. An evaluation of the author's works, and a condensation of 
other opinions. 

CHAPTER V. An alphabetically arranged bibliography of the major publica­
tions that deal with the author, with number of pages of each work, and an 
assessment of each of them. This list may be divided into subsections (e.g., 
Bibliographies; Biographies; General Studies; Style; Individual Works), 
each of which is alphabetically arranged. 

Individual chapters may vary in length as long as the total number of pages 
remains between 55 and 60 double-spaced, 25-line pages (approx. 17,000 
words). There will be no other sections or subsections beside these five 
chapters, i.e., no foreword, preface, introduction, prologue, epilogue, sup­
plement, or any kind of addenda; and there will be no epigraphs, acknowl­
edgments, or dedications. 

Footnotes should be avoided. However, complete bibliographical information 
regarding all quotations should appear, in parentheses, immediately after 
each quoted text. All non-English quotations should be translated into 
English. Longer quotations (100 words or more) from other works—also 
from those written by the author of the study—should not be used in the 
new text. 

Three fair copies of the MS should be made; two copies to be used by York 
Press, and one copy remains with the author for proofreading. Proofs 
should be read by trie author and one other person. Spelling, hyphenation, 
and capitalization are according to Webster's. Additional information re­
garding the writing and typing of the study is to be found in The York Press 
Style Manual. 
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G U I D E L I N E S 

Manuscripts are accepted in English and should be prepared, with complete 
endnotes, in conformity with the second and revised edition of the York Press 
Style Manual (available from York Press, Box 1172, Fredericton, N.B., Canada 
E3B 5C8, at a cost of S2.50). Although the York Press Style Manual has adopted 
all new changes included in the MLA Style Manual, the IFR still uses footnotes 
with no List of Works Cited. 

Following are some additional points to which we should like to draw your at­
tention: 

Book reviews are 2-3 typewritten pages; approximately 500-750 words (with no 
footnotes). Articles and Short Essays are 5-15 typewritten pages; approximately 
1500-4500 words. 

Spelling, capitalization, and hyphenation are according to Webster. 

Quotations should be kept at a minimum. No prose quotations longer than 100 
words. No verse quotations longer than two lines. All quotations should be in­
corporated into the text. All non-English quotations must be translated into 
English; translators of texts and quotations must be identified. 

Footnotes are reserved for bibliographical information (comments and expla­
nations are to be incorporated into the text or dropped altogether). All foot­
notes should be typed together on one sheet in the form of endnotes. 

Frequent references to a specific work should appear in the text and not as a 
footnote (see York Press Style Manual 8). Footnotes that refer to a previously 
mentioned or quoted work should include the author's name, or the author's 
name and the abbreviated title of the work instead of ibid., loc. cit., or op. cit. 

Only titles of books, periodicals, and uncommon foreign words (i.e., words that 
do not appear in Webster's Collegiate Dictionary) should be underlined. 
Words under discussion, questionable terms, and new coinages should be 
placed between double quotation marks. 
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